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Abstract

The Newark Coal and Salt Company flourished to the east of St Monans in east Fife, Scotland between 1771 and 1794.
Coastal erosion precipitated a rescue excavation of part of the saltpans complex, which led to more extensive investiga-
tions. The site has now been landscaped for public display. Archival and cartographic research, combined with the
investigation of crop-mark evidence, has allowed a reconstruction to be made of the fugitive industrial landscape, along
with the associated colliery and horse-drawn waggonway which linked the complex with a purpose-built pier at Pitten-
weem harbour.
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Foreword

by The Rt Hon the Earl of Crawford and Balcarres
former Chairman, East Neuk of Fife Preservation Society

This monograph records a most interesting,
pleasing and successful enterprise. It has been
achieved through the efforts of local residents, the
East Neuk of Fife Preservation Society, the
Universities of St Andrews and Dundee, and a
number of public bodies led and coordinated by
the Fife Council.

A few years ago hardly anyone had heard of
the 18th-century coal and salt industry which had
existed between St Monans and Pittenweem. There
was little visible sign of what had once been a sub-
stantial industrial complex - just an unroofed
tower, a rock-cut channel running down to the sea,
and a few bumps in the dunes, all of which was in
immediate danger of being washed away by high
tides.

An exemplary co-operative effort between the
voluntary and public sectors has changed that. The
old wind-engine tower has been consolidated and
rebuilt - with impressionistic sails - as a look-out

point for visitors; a panhouse has been excavated
and others-have been landscaped and grass
covered for public viewing; the archaeology and
history have been explained on interpretative
panels. The engine tower is visited by 5000 people
a year and has become a notable feature of the Fife
Coastal Path. Now we have this admirable
monograph explaining the social and economic
history, in relation to the results of the
archaeological investigation of the site.

The authors acknowledge the contributions
made by many people. A special word of thanks
though should be added to record the role of Peter
Yeoman of the Fife Council Planning Service
Archaeology Unit. His support and interest in
early days, his leadership and coordination of the
various bodies - and his success in securing the
necessary grants - have been of critical import-
ance. The local community has every reason to be
most appreciative of his help and achievement.






2 Introduction
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Illus 1.1. Location plans.
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Illus 1.2. St Monans wind-engine and saltpans restoration.

central and local government agencies in 1989. Fife
Regional Council and North East Fife District
Council became formally involved at this stage.
The funding they provided enabled access to be
created from the panhouses on the coastal path up
to the wind-engine, production of interpretation
panels, and publication of an excellent guide
booklet written by Paula Martin (1992).

An even more ambitious programme was then
developed by the Preservation Society and East
Neuk Ltd. This involved the reconstruction of the
ruinous wind—engine tower as a visitor centre,
complete with an upper viewing platform. The
Regional Council agreed to take the lead in fund-
raising and implementing these works, which were
completed in 1992 at a cost of around £75,000, with
funding from the local authorities, together with
Historic Scotland, the Scottish Tourist Board, and
the East Neuk of Fife Preservation Society. This
project was led by Peter Yeoman, with Roger
Brown of East Neuk Ltd, and Mike Rolland of
Hurd Rolland Architects. A Saltpans Working
Group, formed by the main funding bodies and
the landowner, performed a project management
role until 1996, when sole responsibility was taken
over by the new Fife Council. The wind-engine is
staffed by local custodians each July and August,
and a key is available from the local newsagent’s

shop throughout the rest of the year. It has proved
to be a popular attraction, with around 5000 vis-
itors annually; the wind-engine is now managed
by the Fife Council Museums Service (East).

Further excavations were carried out in 1994 by
Robin Murdoch of Scotia Archaeology Limited to
aid conservation and interpretation of the saltpan
houses. These were successful, notably in discover-
ing the remains of wooden water pipes which had
been used to supply brine to the pans. The most
exciting opportunity for archaeological work, how-
ever, came about in 1995-6 when Fife Enterprise
realised the potential of the site as a major heritage
feature on the Fife Coastal Path, which they were
developing at the time in tandem with Fife Council
Community Services. Funding was provided to
enable the uncovering of all nine panhouses; the
best preserved example was consolidated and
permanently displayed, while the others were
presented as grassy earthworks. New interpreta-
tion panels were also produced. Thus, for the first
time in over 150 years, it is possible for visitors to
appreciate this unique historic industrial complex
in its entirety.

Acknowledgements

The authors would wish to acknowledge especially






	Untitled-1
	Untitled-2
	Untitled-3
	Untitled-4
	Untitled-5
	Untitled-6
	Untitled-7
	Untitled-8

