
 

 

 
 

THE BOAT IS BACK!
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After six years of conservation treatment 
following its excavation in 2006, the 
Carpow Bronze Age logboat has returned 
home to the Tay valley. The 3,000 year old 
boat will be on display in Perth Museum & 
Art Gallery from March 19 to January 31 
2013, in a special exhibition that recounts 
the story of the boat’s excavation, 
recovery and conservation, and explores 
the Bronze Age context of the boat.  
 
And, for the first time anywhere, all the 
Bronze Age metalwork recovered from the 
River Tay will be on display, thanks to 
generous loans from National Museums of 
Scotland, Fife Council Libraries and 
Museums and The McManus - Dundee’s 
Gallery and Museum. 
 

 
Excavation under way in the summer of 2006. 
Image copyright: Perth & Kinross Heritage 
Trust 
 
 

 
One of the 3,000 year old, rodent-nibbled hazel 
nuts recovered from the logboat. Image 
copyright: Perth & Kinross Heritage Trust  
 

The excavation project was managed by 
Perth & Kinross Heritage Trust, whose 
manager, David Strachan, also edited the 
excavation report and wrote the popular 
guide (illustrated below), both of which are 
available from the Heritage Trust and from 
Perth Museum & Art Gallery. 
 
 
 

  



2011 Conference 
 

The annual conference last year was held for the first 
time at Abertay University in Dundee, with an audience 
of about 100 hearing a fascinating variety of topics 
ranging from prehistoric and medieval burials to 
shrunken heads and shop fronts. 
   
In chronological order of the subjects covered, MELANIE 
JOHNSON from CFA Archaeology Ltd gave an account 
of the excavation she conducted at Carlingell, near 
Kirriemuir in Angus, where some small-scale excavation 
preceded the re-erection of a standing stone that had 
fallen over. Andrew Jervise, who wrote about the area in 
the 19th century, mentioned burials having been found 
around the stone, therefore it was no surprise when 
Melanie found two Early Bronze Age Collared Urns 
containing the remains of cremations close to the base.  
    
PHIL DUNSHEA from the University of Cambridge told 
the audience about Carn Droma, a large mound close to 
Tyndrum that is marked as a feature on 17th and 18th 
century maps. The name has endured in various forms 
since, although the mound, which may actually be a 
prehistoric cairn, has not appeared on any map for 
almost 200 years. 
    
STEVE LISCOE, from Fife Council Archaeology Unit, 
went hunting an Iron Age fort near Star and found, in 
addition, the remains of a Second World War searchlight 
battery. The ploughed down fort is known only from the 
cropmarks of its ditches and Steve’s strategy of 
excavating long trenches with the help of a mechanical 
digger and local volunteers succeeded in locating them. 
However, the fort has suffered terribly from erosion due 
to hundreds of years of cultivation and no trace of any 
contemporary structure was found in the interior. The 
remains of the searchlight battery only survived because 
it comprised a deep pit and the fact that the hill has 
hardly been ploughed since the war. The small square pit 
contained the remains of wood and the metal labels from 
rolls of barbed wire dating from the early 1940s! 
 
DEREK HALL had slightly more luck at Longforgan, near 
Dundee, where he conducted a relatively small-scale 
excavation next to the Market Knowe in advance of 
building work. The Market Knowe is a large prehistoric 
cairn, and the Ordnance Survey Name Book for 
Longforgan parish records ‘stone coffins’ having been 
found close to it prior to 1861. However, there is no 
record of exactly what form these graves were or their 
exact location, so Derek’s discovery of long cists, 
probably dating to the early medieval period, has been 

especially interesting. 

ALICE BLACKWELL, 
Glenmorangie Research 
Officer at the National 
Museum of Scotland, also 
talked about an early 
medieval topic – recent 
research she and her 
colleagues have been 
conducting on the hoard of 
Pictish silver artefacts 
from Norrie’s Law, Fife, 
discovered in the early 19th 
century. Alice provided  
a remarkable account of 
how in-depth research and 
forensic examination of 
the hoard has assisted in 
the identification of the 
function of many of the 
pieces and how the 
apparently paired pieces 
are actually original  
pieces and their 19th 
century copies. 
 
 

 
 
A 19th century illustration of 
one of the many silver items 

from the Norrie’s Law hoard. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHARLIE AND HILARY MURRAY gave 
an account of their excavations at 
Bishop’s Close in Brechin, close to the 
site of where the editor undertook the 
first excavations in the town 30 years 
ago. Then, the presence of 13th and 14th 
century pottery within in situ midden 
deposits hinted at the potential for the 
area, but no trace of buildings were 
found.  
The most recent excavations were 
hindered by the substantial remains of 
18th and 19th century buildings and 
while no trace of the medieval Bishop’s 
Palace was found, there was a 
substantial number of finds, in 
particular pottery. This will provide an 
important corpus of material that will 
allow comparison with similarly dated 
ceramics from elsewhere, including 
Montrose, Arbroath and Forfar. 
 
DAVID BOWLER (Alder Archaeology) 
gave a fascinating account of some 
remedial work that was undertaken 
recently at Kellie Castle, the National 
Trust for Scotland property in the East 
Neuk.  A doorway through a thick 
internal wall required attention because 
masonry above it had become loose. 
The doors, architraves, etc., at either 
end of the short passage through the 
wall were carefully removed, as was the 
panelling within the passage. This 
revealed that the doorway was, in fact, 
an insertion into a space that had been 
created by the partial removal of a large 
fireplace. The front of this fireplace was 
hidden behind later panelling, but the 
void behind revealed details not only of 
what remained of the fireplace masonry 
but also its blocking. Following 
remedial work to the masonry, the  
door passage was refurnished with its 
fittings, including the two doors. 
 
MARK HALL from Perth Museum and 
Art Gallery gave a brief account of 
some of the more interesting recent 
acquisitions to the museum. He 
highlighted one particular item, an 
elaborate chandelier that was more 
complex that first imagined because it 
provided evidence that it had actually 
been constructed from parts of more 
than one pre-existing chandelier. 
 
 
 

TONY SIMPSON from the Friends of Perth 
and Kinross Heritage Trust asked the 
question – do organisations need volunt- 
eers? In answering his own question in the 
affirmative, he provided an outline of what 
the Friends do and the sort of projects they 
are and might be involved in.  
 

 
Image copyright: Lindsay Lennie. 
 

LINDSAY LENNIE (above) from Historic 
Shop Conservation presented a super 
account of the evolution of shop front 
design from the 18th century. She explained 
how shops developed from little more than 
timber-built booths in the medieval period 
and showed examples of the gradual 
development of shop fronts from all over 
Scotland. The Editor urges anyone wishing 
to learn more about this subject to get a 
hold of Lindsay’s recent book Scotland’s 
Shops, published by Historic Scotland. 
 

  
One of the shop fronts illustrated in Lindsay’s 

book. Image courtesy of Historic Scotland. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Probably one of the most fascinating 
presentations ever heard by a TAFAC 
audience was that given by Toby 
Houlton, a post-graduate researcher 
at the College of Life Sciences in 
Dundee University. Toby talked about 
the work he is currently undertaking 
on tsantsa - South American 
shrunken heads. He said a little about 
the particular tribes he was interested 
in and where within the continent they 
came from. He explained exactly what 
tsantsa were and the ritual and 
ceremony that surrounded them, and 
something about the method of 
shrinking and what it is about them 
that allows the genuine one to be 
readily distinguished from fakes. 
 

 
A tsantsa or shrunken head. Image 

copyright: William Jamieson Tribal Art.   

Upcoming Abertay events  
 

Corresponding Members may be interested in 
two lectures organised by the Abertay 
Historical Society that will be given shortly in 
Dundee. The first is on Wednesday 11 April at 
6.30pm and it is entitled ‘The Development of 
Live Public Entertainment in Victorian Dundee’ 
 
The second is on Wednesday 9 May at 6pm at 
the Society’s AGM and is entitled ‘Upper Glen 
Almond – an environmental history of the 
valley and its settlement since the medieval 
period. 
 
Further information may be gained from the 
Society’s website – www.abertay.org.uk. 

Pillboxes at Aerodrome 
 

It is truly ironic that a Sunday afternoon stroll 
around Perth Aerodrome (with daughter in tow 
and with few thought of things archaeological) 
should result in the editor stumbling across 
two previously unrecorded WW 2 pill-boxes. 
They stand north of the airstrip, one next to 
Gairdrum Cottages, the other on the west side 
of the A94 road opposite Redfield.  
Both are the relatively common six-sided type-
24, with 1.5m thick brick walls and concrete 
roofs. Both are in an excellent condition though 
the one at the cottages cannot be entered 
because of a large head of soil that has been 
piled against it. 

 
Above:  The pillbox at Gairdrum Cottages. 
 

Left: the entrance and, above it, an embrasure of 
the pillbox beside the main Perth to Coupar Angus 

road. Copyright of both images is the Editor’s.   
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 A new ‘old milestone at Auchtermuchty 
 

 
The late-18th or early-19th century milestone in Auchtermuchty: Image copyright – the Editor. 
 

Fife’s milestones, painted white with the lettering on their cast-iron caps highlighted in 
black, are an iconic feature beside the main roads in the Kingdom. However, few folk will 
realise that just as these marvellous monuments have been superseded by modern 
signage, they themselves once represented cutting-edge technology, replacing what went 
before.  
 

The Fife Statute Labour Acts of 1797 and 1807 allowed Turnpike Trusts in the county to 
erect milestones and they become mandatory in 1831. However, most of the milestones one 
sees in Fife today probably date to the period between 1830 and the 1870s. What went 
before? What sort of mil-markers were being erected first? Little work has been done on 
Fife’s earliest milestones, but there is a valuable clue in Auchtermuchty. 
 

Here, as one passes through the west end of the town, the eye is automatically drawn to the  
white-painted milestone on the south side of the road, its cast-iron cap indicating the 
distances of 10 miles to Kinross and 9 miles to Cupar. However, this stone has been 
standing here only since 1870, when it superseded a stone on the north side of what is now 
the A91 road. An earlier stone, which probably dates to the late-18th or early 19th century 
and is illustrated above, is depicted on the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch map (Fife and 
Kinross 1856-66, sheet IX), therefore it was current at that time.  
Now partly built into a garden wall and half-buried in the pavement, the stone has two 
angled faces and the top of the front slopes back. A large ‘10’ on the SE face indicates the 
distance in miles to Kinross; the SW face would probably have indicated the distance to 
Cupar (9), but the figure is now illegible. Originally, like its successor, the stone would have 
been painted white with the numbers highlighted in black.    
 
replaced in 1870 by  unless they were moved established  and replace. An excellent 
example of this can be seen in Auchtermuchty, where a traditional iron-capped stone dating 



 

 

 

 

 
Photo of a Pitcarmick-type building at Lair in Glenshee. Copyright Perth and Kinross Heritage 
Trust.

Perthshire Archaeology Month returns 
to its traditional June slot, featuring 
two themes: the return of the Carpow 
Bronze Age logboat, after a six-year 
programme of conservation at the 
National Museums of Scotland in 
Edinburgh, and the launch of a major 
new research programme on the early 
medieval landscapes of Glenshee and 
Strathardle. 
 

‘Back to the Bronze Age’ allows you to 
come face to face with actual artefacts, 
such as the logboat, metalwork and 
pottery, and also experience the 
processes first hand, through the 
Bronze Age Fair on the 16th June, 
bringing back, by popular demand, 
many of the craft-folk of the Making the 
Bronze Age weekend held in 2010. 
PAM 2012 will address this through a 
new community-excavation programme 
in Glenshee, allowing participants and 
visitors the opportunity to experience 
at first hand an archaeological dig. 
 
 

‘Pitcarmick’ buildings in NE Perthshire 
were first identified as being possible 
early medieval structures by the Royal 
Commission on the Ancient Monuments 
of Scotland in the late 1980s. Their dating 
was subsequently confirmed by 
excavation of an example on the 
Pitcarmick Estate in Strathardle by John 
Barratt of Glasgow University in 1993. 
Since then, remarkably little research has 
been carried out on them. 
 
TAFAC Corresponding Members will be 
alerted as soon as the full programme is 
available. Online information on 
Perthshire Archaeology Month 2012 can 
be found at www.pkht.org.uk or 
www.perthshire.co.uk/archaeology 
 
In addition there are the ever-popular 

guided walks and lectures – with 
something for everyone to enjoy in this 
programme…and, whenever possible, 
participation is FREE! 
 
 
 

PAM and Excavating the Picts in Glenshee 



A New Cup Marked stone from Carrot Hill 

 
Carrot Hill cup marked stone. Image copyright: Stuart Anthony. 
 

It is pleasing to be able to report the discovery of a new cup marked stone in Angus. 
Found by Stuart Anthony, it is situated on Carrot Hill 10km south of Forfar. There are no 
previously known Neolithic carved stones from this particular part of Angus, but 
prehistoric activity is known in the area, with the Bronze Age cairn cemetery on Labothie 
Hill just a couple of kilometres to the NE.  
The stone itself is unremarkable, but it falls into a readily identifiable type that comprises 
a medium-sized boulder with between 10 and 20 cupmarks on its upper surface.  

 

 

 
 
 

 

PSNS News 
 

The Archaeological and Historical Section of the Perthshire Society of Natural Science is 
presently putting the finishing touches to this year’s programme of summer outings. 
The first outing will be in April and it will be a weekday afternoon visit to a venue that 
has yet to be confirmed.  
 

Following a fascinating winter lecture by Professor Richard Fawcett, we are hoping to 
join him and his team sometime in June to witness their detective work tracing medieval 
churches.   
Another outing will see a return to the Antonine Wall with Geoff Bailey, Keeper of 
Archaeology at Falkirk Museum.  
There will also be a Group visit to the SERF Open Day in August. 
The final outing of the summer will see us visit Newton Castle in September. 
 
Visitors and guests and new members are always welcome. Contact John Lewington 

01738 620375    www.psns.org.uk 



 

P&KHT Friends: Crannogs and Log Boats 
 

The Friends of Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust will be meeting again on Monday 26th 
March at 7pm. 'Crannogs and Log Boats' is the subject of our second members' evening, 
held to celebrate the return of the Carpow log boat to Perth & Kinross. We are fortunate 
to have a superb panel of speakers for the evening: 
 

NICK DIXON (Crannog Centre, Loch Tay), will speak about the history of the surrounding 
Loch Tay area, from the Early Iron Age, until the 17th Century. 
 

BARRIE ANDIAN (Crannog Centre, Loch Tay), will speak about the Carpow Log Boat 
Project, and the replica vessel now available at the Crannog Centre for public hire. 
 

MARK HALL (History Officer, Perth Museum) will update us on the installation of the 
Carpow boat at the Museum. 
 

The meeting will be at the Royal George Hotel, Perth, starting promptly at 7pm. The Hotel 
has generously provided the meeting room without charge: however there will be a 
charge of £2.00 for coffee or tea & biscuits. It would be really helpful to the Committee if 
you could let us have an indication of whether you'll attending - 'cos if fifty turn up you'll 
have to stand, as the room only accommodates thirty!  
Please contact enquiries@fopkht.co.uk or Eva at 01738 850489 for further information. 
 

The Museum of Abernethy 
The Museum of Abernethy has recently been awarded Accredited Status from the 
Museums, Libraries and Archives council (MLA), thanks to the hard work of all the 
volunteers. 
The Museum opens for the season on Saturday 12th May at 1pm. 
Opening hours are Thursday – Sunday from 1pm – 5pm. 
The theme this year is Edwardian Abernethy pre-World War One. 

www.museumofabernethy.co.uk 

Forthcoming Events at The McManus 
to book please phone the McManus reception desk at 01382 30 7200 
 
Thurs 19 April, 2-3pm: A guided tour of Broughty Castle (Free, but booking is essential). 
 

Broughty Castle overlooks the Firth of Tay with its abundance of fascinating wildlife. 
Enjoy a guided tour and find out what life is like for some of creatures that make their 
home in the Tay Estuary and how the early human inhabitants of the area depended 
upon them. 

 
Wed 6 June 1-2pm: Tours of the McManus Collections Unit (Free, but booking essential). 
 

Go 'behind the scenes' and delve into the City's fascinating collections of Archaeology, 
History, Natural History and World Cultures. 

 
Thurs 14 June: 1-1.30pm: A Gallery talk "The most priceless relic in our collection" The 
Errol2 Log boat 
 

Several log boats have been recovered from the Tay over the years. Only two survive; 
Carpow, on display at Perth Museum and Art Gallery, and Errol 2, on display at The 
McManus.  Learn how Errol2 was discovered, how it may have been used, and how its 
recent history is intertwined with that of Dundee Museums. 
 
 
 
 


