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Museum of Abernethy
2013

This year the Museum will be opening to the
public on Saturday 4 May 2013. We have
decided to extend the days we open to
include a Wednesday. The Museum will now
be open Wednesdays to Sundays from 2pm
to 5pm (please note the slightly later start
time). We close for the season on Sunday 29
September 2013.

and preserve important parts of the
ancient parish). Also in the programme are
two public events organised and delivered
by Museum volunteers. The final (main)
bid for HLF money was lodged on 7th
March. Assuming a successful outcome,
the first projects are likely to start in
September 2013.

Our new exhibition this year will be about
World War I. However, other displays about
the history of the parish of Abernethy will
remain on show. We also have our garden
gallery, children's corner and a small shop.
A trip to the Museum can be complimented
by a visit to the local tea room, a climb up
the Pictish round tower and a walk round
the Abernethy Glen.
We are planning a number of social and
fundraising events over the coming months,
including a summer BBQ, a raffle to win a
round of golf for two at Gleneagles, the
popular quiz night, the art exhibition and a
visit from Red Wine theatre productions.
We are also involved with the Tayside
Landscape Project (TLP). There are two
Abernethy projects, one of which is centred
on the Museum. It is planned to upgrade and
enhance some displays, including the
restoration of the salmon coble and the
presentation of the Pictish stones. It is
further hoped to improve publicity for the
Museum and make stronger connections
both with the local school and with a wider
range of historic sites. The idea is to create
a heritage site of the whole village and
surrounding area (thus dovetailing with the
other Abernethy project which will explore

Abernethy Round Tower. Image copyright:
DiscoverScotland

Please get in touch if you have any
questions or suggestions. Please contact
the Museum on 01738 850889 (and leave a
message) or email
secretary@museumofabernethy.co.uk.
Alternatively, volunteers are usually in the
Museum every Tuesday from 9.30 am to
12.30pm and from 2pm to 3pm.
You can also visit us at
www.museumofabernethy.co.uk

New Neolithic discovery near Forfar

Image copyright: Norman K Atkinson.

Norman Atkinson, Senior Service Manager (Angus Council Cultural Services) has reported
the discovery of a remarkable cup-and-ringmarked slab from Baldardo Farm. The farm lies
on the same ridge as but west of the fort on Turin Hill, in an area well known for its rockart, but this is the first example from Baldardo. It is a slab of local red sandstone, which the
farmer, Mr Robertson, found early last year while repairing a stone wall. He contacted
Norman who measured and photographed the stone, which measures 760mm by 690mm
and 170mm in thickness. It is decorated on one face with at least thirteen cupmarks, some
of which are ringed, one them having at least four rings, traversed by two channels
radiating from the central cup. What is remarkable about the stone, however, are the short,
closely-set parallel channels or gutters (on the right hand side of the image above), which
is a feature not otherwise recorded in Angus.
Another unusual feature of the stone is the fact that 100% of the principal face can be said
to be decorated. Very few other stones from Eastern Scotland are like this and on the next
page there are some illustrations of highly decorated stones from Angus for comparison.
Currently the stone is in safe-keeping in Forfar. Once it has gone through the Treasure
Trove process, it will hopefully be one of the principal exhibits in the revamped
archaeological display in the Meffan.

Gallowhill, Tealing. Discovered on the edge of a
disused quarry by George Currie in 2004, this
carving is unusual because of the pair of cups
linked by a short gutter within a double ring-mark.
Image copyright: JR Sherriff

Gallowhill, Tealing (drawing of stone above). Image
copyright: JR Sherriff

Coldstream, Tealing. Another of George Currie’s
discoveries on the south face of the Sidlaw Hills in
Tealing parish. Image copyright: JR Sherriff

Ardestie Like the stone from Letham Grange, this one
at Ardestie is associated with a souterrain, though it
forms part of the wall of a surface structure rather
than the souterrain itself. Despite suggestions that
much earlier carved stones were incorporated into
later structures for mystical or magical reasons,
there is really no evidence to support this. It is much
more likely that even decorated boulders were seen
simply as suitable building materials. The carvings,
however, may have been ‘displayed’ as a curiosity.
Image copyright: JR Sherriff

Letham Grange, Arbroath. This boulder once
formed part of a souterrain discovered around the
th
middle of the 19 century and removed about 1885.
By then the boulder, which is heavily decorated on
both sides, had been donated to the National
Museum of Antiquities of Scotland. Image
Copyright: NMS
Ardestie souterrain. Image copyright: not known

New display
at Kinross
Museum
From 1 June 2013 to 31
January 2014, Kinross
(Marshall) Museum will host a
special display of Bronze Age
finds, most of which were
discovered close to Loch
Leven. Entitled A Loch of
Bronze: A hoard of late Bronze
Age metalwork from
Kinnesswood, this exhibition
within the Loch Leven
Community Campus, Muirs,
Kinross is curated jointly by
Kinross Museum, Perth
Museum and Art Gallery and
the National Museums of
Scotland. The exhibition, the
opening of which is timed to
coincide with Perthshire
Archaeology Month, largely
comprises items unearthed in
2009 by Lochgelly metal
detectorist Jim Crombie on
Kinnesswood Farm, close to
the pre-1830 north-eastern
shore shoreline of the loch.

The Carsegour Bronze Age food vessel.

The bronze finds include an intact decorated razor, a socketed gouge, fragments of a
socketed knife and part of a socketed spearhead. The range of material and its retrieval
from a relatively restricted area close to the loch suggests a hoard of ritual artefacts
subsequently dispersed by ploughing.
These and other more recent discoveries in this area made by Jim Crombie will be on
display along with other local finds from the Bronze Age including a food vessel
unearthed in 1963 at Carsegour Farm to the south of Kinross. Gifted to Kinross Museum in
February 2013, the food vessel was discovered during gravel extraction.
Managed by the Kinross (Marshall) Museum Trust, with a study room manned by local
volunteers on Thursdays and Saturdays, the Museum was opened in February 2010 with
support and encouragement from Perth and Kinross Council, Perth Museum and Art
Gallery, Kinross-shire Historical Society, and the Arthur and Margaret Thompson
Charitable Trust.
The exhibition is being prepared by Mark Hall, Trevor Cowie and David Munro.
For opening times see the Kinross (Marshall) Museum website:
www.kinrossmuseum.co.uk.

NEW PKHT LEAFLETS FOR
TAPHOPHILES* and OTHERS
To mark the conclusion of its Historic Churchyards Project, PKHT has launched an
excellent range of free leaflets featuring some of the most interesting and historic
churchyards in the first project area - East Perthshire (after South-east Perth, An
Archaeological Landscape).
I really like these leaflets! And for anyone wanting to take up a gentle, absorbing,
archaeological study area/hobby, they'd be ideal primers, given the rewarding wealth of
historic churches and graveyards in Perth and Kinross.
The featured churches are Alyth, Collace, Coupar Angus (Abbey) and Meigle, with each
leaflet giving useful historical information on the town or village, the church, and a
churchyard plan with key to notable gravestones. Many stunning headstones are
illustrated; sadly many of which may not survive beyond a further couple of generations
because of weathering, de-lamination, etc. The Collace leaflet, for example, features a most
beautiful medieval discoid cross similar to stones in Cumbria and Ireland believed to date
from the 13th century.
And why not visit Meigle Churchyard, to view the grave of King Arthur's wife, Vanora - said
to be a Pictish Queen? The poor woman was abducted by a neighbouring leader and held
on nearby Barry Hill, then - on her return - was put to death by her husband, by being torn
apart by wild beasts, for her 'infidelity'!
If you can, try to obtain a copy of the Project's first publication 'Historic Churchyards in
East Perthshire', and the recently published 'Defending the Dead - The Legacy of The Body
Snatchers'. They are good companion documents.
The free leaflets are available at various local locations, but it might be worthwhile to
check with The Trust first, in view of restricted opening hours. www.pkht.org.uk
Ian Hamilton.

* 'taphos' from the Greek = grave!

It’s going to be an NDPB
On Wednesday 8 May, Fiona Hyslop, the Cabinet Secretary (Culture and External Affairs),
announced that the cabinet had decided that the new organisation that will be formed out
of the merger of Historic Scotland and RCAHMS will be a non-Departmental Public Body
(NDPB). This decision was reached after nine weeks consideration of a Business Case and
announced on the same day as the publication of a Joint Consultation on a Historic
Environment Strategy for Scotland and the Merger of Historic Scotland and the Royal
Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland (RCAHMS).
Part 1 of the consultation covers the draft Historic Environment Strategy for Scotland and
seeks your views on the proposed strategic direction and priorities as well as the
proposed structure for developing the detail of the Strategy and key measures of success.
Part 2 of the consultation covers Scottish Ministers proposal to merge Historic Scotland
and the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland
(RCAHMS).
The documentation can be found on the Scottish Government website at:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/05/1373. It is also available on the HS and
RCAHMS websites. Closing date for the consultation period is 31st July 2013.

KINNETTLES
FIELDWALK
For the first time in many years,
the Kinnettles and District
Heritage Group’s annual
programme of fieldwalking in the
parish was severely disrupted by
the weather. The first walk on
Sunday 24 February went ahead
on Mains of Brigton Farm only
after a light covering of snow
melted. The second walk,
however, due to have taken place
on Sunday 10 March, was
cancelled three days in advance
because the weather had been
wet and promised to get worse.
Just as well it was cancelled
because further snow fell
overnight before the event.
There was a good turnout of folk
at the first event – some of the
old faces and some new, and we
were able to examine a long strip
measuring 520m in length by 40m
in breadth on the west face of
Kinnettles Hill overlooking
Douglastown. The field lay about
150m north of the field walked in
2007 that produced over 100 flints
as well as two silver pennies. It
was a bit of a disappointment, if
not a surprise, to eventually find
only six flints from the walked
area and three more from
adjacent areas covered by our
metal-detecting colleagues from
Dundee.
The flints included the usual
range of colours – honey brown,
light brown and dark grey, but all
the flints were debitage- primary
and secondary flakes, some with
cortex attached. Nevertheless,
these discoveries further extend
the recorded distribution of
prehistoric artefacts within the
parish and maintains the record
of the fieldwalking group having
found flints in every field
searched since the group started
in 2003.

CASTLE LAW SURVEY
RCAHMS is pleased to announce that as part of
Perthshire Archaeology Month it will be undertaking
a detailed survey of the Castle Law fort above
Abernethy. The fort, a popular destination for local
walkers, was partly excavated in the 1890s by two
local men and then by David Christison and Joseph
Anderson, who found the timber-laced wall of the
fort still standing to the remarkable height of 2.1m
within the collapsed rubble. Finds from the
excavation, including a La Tene 1c brooch (below)
suggest occupation around the 3rd or 2nd century BC.

One of the aims of the survey will be to work out the
rather odd relationship between the so-called outer
work or wall at the west end of the site. The
excavators viewed this feature as an extra line of
defence on the easiest approach to the site, but this
interpretation may not represent the full story. At
Castle Law, Forgandenny, the Commission’s survey
which was completed in 2011 revealed that the two
walls on the summit were not contemporary and that
the latest timber-laced fort had been built within the
ruins of the earlier. The east end of the earlier fort,
however, had been retained as an extra line of
defence: could something the same have happened
at Abernethy? Certainly, the space between the two
walls is as little as little as 4m – echoing the nearconvergence of the walls at the Forgandenny site.

The survey will commence on Tuesday 12 June and
will be completed by Friday June 15 (lunchtime).
Visitors are welcome on Wednesday and Thursday
(13 & 14) and but are asked to arrive for one of the
guided commentaries which are timetabled for
11am, noon, 2pm, 3pm and 4pm.
Enquiries about the survey please to the editor at
john.sherriff@rcahms.gov.uk.

