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ENOCHDHU REVISITED
Over forty years ago, the late Dr Margaret Stewart from Perth started an
excavation of a group of round-house platforms at Tulloch Field, Enochdhu,
close to the north end of Strathardle in Perthshire. After a couple of years the
excavation was taken over by Lis Thoms (then Dundee Museum), who worked
with the Kindrogan Field Centre to eventually examine two Late Bronze Age
round-houses. Lis is now preparing a report on that work which will be
published in volume 20 of the Tayside and Fife Archaeological Journal (2014).
Assisting in that process is the Royal Commission on the Ancient and
Historical Monuments of Scotland (RCAHMS) which surveyed the site this
year and will provide illustrations for Lis’ paper. Strat Halliday, ex-RCAHMS
and now working on the Atlas of Hillforts in Great Britain and Ireland project,
is contributing to the paper by writing a discussion on prehistoric houses in
this part of the country.

Alison McCaig (Institute for Field Archaeologists bursary placement) and George Geddes
(RCAHMS) surveying at Tulloch Field, Enochdhu. The visit resulted in the discovery that the large
burial cairn (27m in diameter and 4m in height and visible over Alison’s left shoulder) had been
damaged by quarrying since last being noted by RCAHMS in 1988. Image copyright: Editor.

RCAHMS survey at Castle Law, Abernethy
In June, RCAHMS undertook a survey of the famous timber-laced fort on
Castle Law, a spur of the Ochil Hills overlooking Abernethy from the SW. The
monument was ‘excavated’ in the 1890s by two local men, James Marr and
Alexander Mackie, whose work so impressed the Society of Antiquaries of
Scotland that they awarded a grant to allow the work to be completed. The
results of the excavation were published in the Proceedings of the Society
(volume 33) in 1899. The report was written by David Christison and the finds
described by Joseph Anderson, then Keeper of the National Museum of
Antiquities in Edinburgh. Thomas Ross, a professional architect (of
MacGibbon and Ross fame), surveyed the site and Fred Coles, in his own
distinctive style, supplied additional sketches. Gordon-Childe discussed the
site in the 1930s and it provided the name for his ‘Abernethy Culture’. Since
then, however, there has been little attention paid to the actual site and writers
since Childe have tended to avoid some of the more obvious questions raised
by the 1890s exploration.
It was a happy coincidence that the Royal Commission’s interest in the fort
occurred at the same time as Perthshire Archaeology Month. RCAHMS is
always willing and keen to incorporate members of the local community into
its survey projects and at Castle Law we worked with two volunteers from
Abernethy and another from New Scone.

Members of the local community, Tony Simpson (with survey staff) and Peter Brailsford on the
plane-table, surveying the west end of the fort on Castle Law. Image copyright: Editor.

QUESTIONS
of the roof
Among the
thebase
questions
raised by the 1890s exploration is the relationship
between the inner and outer walls at the west end of the fort. Recent survey
by RCAHMS of the fort on Castlelaw, Forgandenny, just 8km to the west,
demonstrated that the two timber-laced walls there were of different dates, the
inner one being the later. Could this also be the case here? Unfortunately, the
remains that are visible today at Abernethy cannot provide the evidence of
that relationship and it is likely that the early excavation destroyed most of
what did exist. What the RCAHMS survey has shown, however, is a number of
discrepancies in the 1890s plan of the fort that means that the published
results must be treated with caution.
One of these discrepancies is the line of the wall on the north side which is
depicted about 5m too far south of its actual position. Following the principal
mentioned in the excavation report, the inner face of the timber-laced wall
ought to follow the natural crest of the slope, with the outer face somewhat
lower. This seems to be the case, but despite placing a trench across the wall
(and presumably finding it), it was erroneously plotted on the published plan.
----------

RCAHMS at Denoon, Angus
More in the next issue of the Newsletter, but the Editor is delighted to inform
readers that RCAHMS started a short period of survey in Denoon Glen, south
of Glamis, at the end of July. This week and another at the end of August will
concentrate on recording the fort on Denoon Law, a hugely impressive
earthwork that has attracted less than its fair share of attention in the past,
but other mapping and recording work will take place on both of the farms in
the valley – Easter and Wester Denoon. The editor thanks both the Brewster
and the Brown families for their assistance during the survey.

Above - Aerial view of Denoon Law, Angus: Image
copyright RCAHMS, DP056604.
Right - Four courses of outer wall-face are still visible on
the NW side of the fort. Image copyright: Editor

Another fort for the SERF Project
After their late-winter sojourn excavating Castlelaw, Forgandenny, earlier
this year, the Strathearn Environs and Royal Forteviot (SERF) project turned
its attention in late June/early July to the rather odd fortification on the
summit of Kay Craig. The site occupies a craggy knoll on the precipitous
west bank of the Pairney Burn, opposite the broch excavated by the team a
couple of years ago. Remarkably, the site was unrecorded until Mrs
Kennard, who lives nearby at Coul, informed the Editor about it in 1979. A
brief description subsequently appeared in Discovery & Excavation in
Scotland for that year and it was scheduled as a small fortification of
prehistoric date by Historic Scotland in 2003.
The fort is slightly unusually because the uppermost (inner) enclosure
measures only about 10m in diameter within a wall that has been reduced to
a fairly insubstantial stony bank but containing the remains of a well-built
wall. Echoes of the broch across the burn perhaps; we shall see, but initial
reports of Iron Age finds and medieval redware pottery certainly suggest
more than one phase of occupation. Another notable feature of the site is its
position on the burn and the use of the cliff-face to define its eastern extent.
The use of natural features such as this is not unknown in the hilltop forts
– Ben Effrey for instance,
but it is a feature that is far
more common along the
valley bottom on the fluvioglacial-shaped locations,
including old and current
river terraces of the Earn
and its tributaries.
This year’s excavation at
Kay Craig was really about
exploring the potential of
the site and we must look
forward to further work
there soon.

Left: An image of the top of the
inner wall-face of the wall of the
inner enclosure, viewed from the
south. Copyright the Editor, but
reproduced here with the kind
permission of Tessa Poller,
excavation director.

Mystery Markings in Dundee Streets
Observant visitors to Dundee may have noticed that numerous kerbstones in
the old part of town, particularly around Crichton Street and Whitehall
Crescent (SW of the Caird Hall), bear a range of incised markings.

Above & right - two of the carved kerbstones
in Dundee. Image copyright: Editor.

The markings are all chisel-cut into
hard, quarried, whinstone kerbs that
are undoubtedly 19th century in date.
They are superficially similar to
mason’s marks, but when Lauren
Drescher, then an Art Student in
London in 2008-09, did a bit of
research into kerb markings in Soho,
where she recorded over fifty
examples, she was informed by the
Worshipful Society of Freemasons that
they were definitely not mason’s
marks.
Ms Drescher then suggested that
because many of the marks were
crosses or cross-like, then they may
commemorate people who died as a
result of the Great Plague in 1665. The
Editor believes this to be unlikely and
that a more likely explanation is that
they are surveyor or road engineer
marks. However, a brief search of the
internet has so far failed to prove that
this is the case.
However, the Internet contains
information on similar markings on
kerbs in other parts of Britain,

Including Bristol, Bollington in
Cheshire and Bradford (below).

Carved kerbstone, Saltaire, Bradford.
Image copyright: Alice Fox

A walk in the footsteps of Kings
Wendy MacPhedran, Friend of PKHT
On 28 of June the Friends of P&K Heritage Trust sponsored (through
Perthshire Archaeology Month) an historic walk along the southern half of
the ancient "Coronation Walk". The Friends decided to sponsor the walk as
a complement to PAM's 2010 guided walk from Scone to the River Tay,
completing the two halves of this ancient "processional way" from Falkland
to Scone. We're still not convinced that any of the Scottish monarchs ever
used this route specifically on the occasion of their coronations, but
certainly this route would have been used by several Scottish monarchs on
their various wanderings to and from Scone and Falkland.

The group enjoying the walk. Image copyright: Eva Bennett

In Falkland we enjoyed a brief history of Falkland Palace given by Ninian
Crichton Stuart, Hereditary Keeper of the Palace and Founder of the Centre
for Stewardship in Falkland. We stood in the light rain near the now
removed north range of the palace as he described how the palace and the
village developed over the centuries. Processing westward, we had a
pleasant walk through Falkland, past Kilgour, and into Strathmiglo, stopping
along the way to listen to Prof. David Munro from the Kinross Museum who
walked the entire route with us. His grasp of history, geology, archaeology,
and the natural sciences is extensive, and he wove together fascinating
stories about the places and people we passed.
(cont)

The large group (20
people) stayed together
and their energy never
waned as we walked up
and over the Ochils and
into Abernethy in time for
a cup of tea at the Culdee
Tea Room. We ended the
day sitting in the
sunshine outside the
Abernethy Museum
listening to Angus
Macintyre from the
Abernethy Museum relate
the history of Abernethy
and our Scottish
monarchs' activities there
over the past 1,000 years.
I would like to thank the
board members of
FoPKHT who were
supportive and made the
planning easier. I hope
this will encourage others
to organise and lead
more historic/
archaeological walks
throughout the year.
-----

2013 Conference
This year’s TAFAC
conference will be held in
Rothes Halls, Glenrothes
on Saturday, 2 November.
Key-note speakers are
David Wooliscroft and
Birgitta Hoffman, but
others who will cover a
broad range of topics
include Simon Taylor,
Mark Hall, Derek Hall,
David Strachan, Oliver
O’Grady, David Munro
and Trevor Cowie. Please
see the web-site for
further details.

New Dundee Museum
Project
Leisure and Culture Dundee’s Museum
Services are undertaking a project entitled
‘Adding new dimension to Dundee’s medieval
carved stones’. This is supported by the
National Lottery through the Heritage Lottery
Fund,

The project will make accessible eight
important medieval gravestones which have
been in storage for many years and have never
been properly recorded or photographed.
These stones were found during nineteenth
century renovations of the East Church in the
City Churches complex in Dundee’s City
Square, but are associated with a much older
building on the site.
Digital laser scanning will be used to record
the gravestones. There will be drop-in
sessions to observe the scanning and learn
more about the process, and to see the
Museum's collection store and highlight the
‘behind the scenes’ work of the museum. A
series of workshops will be held to teach
archaeological drawing and recording. The
public will decide which stone will be
permanently displayed in the Museum’s
archaeology gallery.
Once the scanning is complete, the stones will
be accessible via a dedicated website and a
display in the Museum.
Information will also be disseminated via a
CPD session for teachers, a downloadable
education resource for primary schools, and a
popular publication.
At the conclusion of the project, there will be a
study day lead by experts in medieval
gravestones to put the stones into context.

Colin McLean, Head of HLF
Scotland, said “This is an
interesting project so we are
delighted to give it our support. By
delving into this history,
volunteers, families and school
children will expand their
knowledge and learn new skills.
The project will also provide a
unique record of the area for others
to learn, enjoy and be inspired by.”
There are various ways you can
participate in this project:
•
Vote for the stone you would
like to see on display in the
McManus – information on how to
do this will be available shortly.
•
Come along to our two open
day events – in the ground floor of
the Steeple on the 14th of
September and at the Collections
Unit on 21st.
•
If you know of a local history
group or society that is looking for
a project, we need volunteers to
research the symbolism on the
stones, people’s lives in medieval
Dundee and other topics.
•
If you are a teacher or know
of one who would like participate in
CPD sessions, please get in touch.
•
Contribute to the project
website. Once it is up and running
we would like to collect images of
similar stones from other sites and
other bits and pieces of
information.
Found in 1842 and illustrated in The
Sculptured Stones of Scotland by John
Stuart (1867 (vol.2), 69 and plate cxxv), this
grave-slab is one of the medieval carved
stones that will be recorded by the new
project.

For further information, please
contact Christina Donald at
christina.donald@leisureandcultur
edundee.com

