
 

Newsletter  of the 
 

Tayside and Fife Archaeological 
Committee    Issue Twenty-One – August 2014 
TAFAC is registered in Scotland as a charity (SC002450). 

FROM AKHMIM TO PERTH 

MUSEUM: TALES OF TA-KR-HB 
 
Readers of the Newsletter are already aware of how the richness of our 
region’s archaeology does not recognise present day political boundaries. 
But many will perhaps be unaware of one of its most exotic and intriguing 
examples - the ancient Egyptian Mummy that has been part of the collections 
of Perth Museum and Art Gallery since the 1930s. She was donated in 1936, 
by the Alloa Society of Natural Science and Archaeology, to which she had 
been presented by Alloa businessman, William Bailey, in 1896. He had 
acquired her from the government museum in Cairo. 

 



She is currently getting a lot of attention as we seek to find out more about 
her and get her conserved so that she can have a more extended period of 
display. As a consequence she made a trip down to the NHS Royal 
Manchester Childrens’ Hospital last year so that she could undergo both 
radiographic and CT scanning. The results of that analysis are now 
becoming available – including her name, Ta-Kr-Hb, written in hieroglyphics 
on the lid of her sarcophagus - and the Museum was delighted recently to 
be able to host a Mummy Day at which various scientists and curators 
shared the early results with the public.  
 

 
Perth Mummy skull CT scan (copyright – Perth 
Museum) 

 
 
 

That gathering of experts and 
devotees took place on 7 June and we 
called the day Ta-Kr-Hb Tales in 
honour of the Mummy and an 
enthusiastic audience listened to and 
questioned our five speakers on 
various aspects of her story.  In the 
morning we got underway with a talk 
from Lidija McKnight about the on-
going analysis of the Mummy led by 
her at the KNH Centre for Biomedical 
Egyptology at Manchester University.  

 

The radiography and CT scanning revealed a much damaged torso, so 
much so that a biological sex determination could not be made. The skull 
was intact and revealed that the brain had been removed, that the eye 
sockets had been packed with wadding and that she had severe, dietary-
related, dental problems. 

The damage to the skeleton is interpreted as a failed post-burial attempt to 
remove the body from the coffin. The coffin is thought to date from the 25th 
Dynasty and shows similarities with examples from the Akhmim region of 
the middle Nile. It is hoped that the cleaning of the sarcophagus will reveal 
further details about Ta-Kr-Hb, including names of some of her family 
members.  Claire Gilmour (Glasgow University and Egyptology Scotland) 
provided some fascinating context on the sarcophagus with her wider 
exploration of funerary practices. At the time that Ta-Kr-Hb was buried 
Egypt was open to both diverse foreign influences and archaism – an 
interest in reviving older ideas and art styles. Claire explored coffin 
iconography, looking at the various motifs found on coffins and related 
funerary equipment, colour schemes, regional variations and how they 
relate to earlier periods. 

The morning papers were rounded off by a paper from Gemma Kirkland 
(Perth Museum’s Museums Galleries Scotland Intern) who has catalogued 
the Egyptology collection here at the Museum so that the information can 
be made available online, in support of the Mummy project.   The morning 
session concluded with a lively question and answer session in front of the 
Mummy. 



After lunch we heard a further two papers. The first was given by Samantha 
Sportun (Manchester Museum, University of Manchester) on the conservation 
context and challenges facing the Mummy. She illustrated these challenges 
with a review of some of the conservation work she has undertaken on the 
Mummies in the Manchester Museum collection. The second was a look at a 
key aspect of her future interpretation: a facial reconstruction. We were led 
through this by one of our foremost authorities on such facial anthropology, 
Caroline Wilkinson (Dundee University). Her presentation discussed the 
techniques used to analyse, visualise and present the faces of preserved 
bodies, using examples from Ancient Egypt (Rameses II, Arsinoe, sister of 
Cleopatra; and the Fayuum Portrait Mummies); bog bodies (Clonycavan Man 
and Grauballe Man) and a Peruvian Bundle Mummy (Elgin Museum). 
The day concluded with a wide-ranging discussion and a final chance to see 
the Mummy before she went back into storage until her conservation treatment 
has taken place.  
 
 
 

 

 

The Mummy Day 
team 
 
from left to right, Claire 
Gilmour, Gemma Kirkland, 
Samantha Sportun, 
Caroline Wilkinson, Lidija 
McKnight, and in front Mark 
Hall. 
 
 
 
 

 In her capacity as President of Egyptology Scotland, Claire Gilmour also 
presented the Museum with a cheque for £245 as a contribution to the Mummy 
fund-raising campaign.  Further donations are always welcome to the special 
fund now set up for the conservation and re-display of the Mummy and if any 
TAFAC supporters wish to contribute (with thanks to those who have already) 
then you can either send a cheque to Perth Museum or pop along and add your 
contribution to the special donation box.  
 
Mark A Hall 
 
Perth Museum 
 



What the contributions to the website may lack in 
quantity, they make up for in quality. Matthew 
Champion of the Norfolk medieval church graffiti 
recording project contributed information about 
the Ship stone, and others have contributed 
information about swords, other gravestones and 
the possible meaning of some of the symbolism. 
The stones have also had numerous visitors. 
Hundreds of members of the public have come to 
see them on the open days. Delegates at the 
Steeple Church for the Archaeological Research in 
Progress conference in May were given an 
opportunity to view the stones over the 
refreshment break, and more theories were 
entertained as well as some practical information 
gathered. The stone previously referred to as 
‘Ionnes’ has been corrected to ‘'Iohamnes' after a 
delegate took a closer look at the inscription. 
 

 

Dundee Carved Stones – an update 
 
This project, which was mentioned in Newsletter 20, officially ended on 1 June 
2014 with an Open Day at the Old Steeple which included tours of the Steeple, 
a stone carving demonstration by Monikie Rock Art and a finds identification 
session with Natasha Ferguson from Treasure Trove. Though the HLF funded 
aspect of the project may have ended, the website will be up and running for 
the next five years before being archived.  We are still looking for 
contributions, photos and research. We are also looking for a volunteer to 
take over the running of the website to make it a bit more interactive. We 
would very much like the website to become a resource for those interested in 
medieval carved stones. 
 
AOC Archaeology recorded the stones using 3D digital scanning. The scans 
were processed and rotatable 3D models produced which are available to view 
on the website. The public was able to observe the scanning process on 
Doors Open Day 2013 and through a series of workshops. 

 

 

  
The ‘Ship’ stone. Image copyright 

Dundee Museum. 

 

Several archaeological colleagues have requested to view the stones, and a 
geologist took readings, though the results have not been made available yet. 
Elizabeth Pierce from Glasgow University who is working on a corpus of hog 
back stones has also been to see the stones. David McGovern of Monikie 
Rock Art made a replica of a section of the Ship stone as well as 
demonstrating traditional tools for the Steeple Open day. Further questions 
and opportunities for research have also been raised, such as whether or not 
there may have been paint on the stones, and the connection between 
Lindores Abbey and St Mary’s. 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact with the Newburgh Historical Society and Friends of the Laing 
Museum have produced some research contributions. Though as usual more 
questions have been raised than answers found, we hope all of these 
questions will provide a basis for further research. 

  

Above: David McGovern of Monikie Rock Art at work on one of the            Above: a detail of the laser scan of 
Replica stones. Image copyright: Dundee Museum.            Head 2b. Image copyright: Dundee 
                  Museum. 
 

The original intention was to remove the stones from storage and replace 
them once the scanning was complete. However, this plan changed and it was 
decided to keep the stones in the Steeple, near the site they were originally 
rediscovered.  The placement of the stones in the Steeple has awakened an 
interest in the Steeple in its own right. . At the open day on 1 June a 
programme of tours of the tower was launched and will continue throughout 
the summer, with the medieval stones available for viewing while the Steeple 
is open for tours. A permanent panel interpreting the stones has been 
installed, and each stone has an updated label.  The adjoining Steeple Church 
has also taken an interest in the stones and the opening of the Steeple and the 
church is opened on the days of the tours with volunteers providing coffee to 
visitors. Members of the church are also interested in learning more about the 
stones so that they can show them to visitors on days when museum staff are 
not present. 
 

Originally funding was designated for a seminar in which experts would 
deliver papers on medieval carved stones. However, when we learned that 
Archaeology Scotland and the Society of Antiquaries   would be holding their 
annual Archaeological Research in Progress  conference in the building 
adjoining the Steeple, it was decided, with permission from The Heritage 
Lottery Fund, that rather than holding a seminar, Graeme Cavers of AOC 
Archaeology and I would deliver a paper at the conference. 



           
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The talk is available on Youtube : http://www.aocarchaeology.com/dundee-
medieval-stones/?p=783  
 
A popular publication has taken the form of a full colour booklet with an 
introduction to the Steeple and a biography of the stones, as well as 
photographs and scans of each stone. The booklet is available to download 
from the project website. Hard copies have been freely distributed. If any 
readers of this article would like a copy, please get in touch. All secondary 
schools in Dundee have received a copy as part of the schools pack. After 
feedback from the teacher’s CPD session, it was decided to create a poster 
for the schools pack as well. It centres on the Lady’s Head Stone and 
highlights the jobs that various individuals have and how they contributed to 
the research and recording of the stones. The poster will also be available to 
download from the project website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left: ‘Nature Nutters’ at work in 
the Steeple – two of the many 
youngsters who have visited or 
helped out on the project and 
who have benefited  from  being 
able to gain hands-on 
experience of the carvings. 
Image copyright: Dundee 
Museum. 

The stone chosen by public vote to go on permanent display in the McManus, 
the Lady’s Head Stone, moved into the Landscapes and Lives gallery at the 
beginning of April, 2014. It is on a bespoke plinth with an inset label showing 
details of the scans of the faces on the stone. A leaflet -- ‘Medieval Dundee in 
four objects’ was also created for the gallery and includes the stone as one of 
the objects. A poster explaining the project and detailing the background of 
the stones was also installed in the gallery. 
          Christina Donald 
Contacts : 
The website:  
 

http://www.aocarchaeology.com/dundee-medieval-stones/ 
 

Christina Donald :  
christina.donald@leisureandculturedunde.com 
 

01382 432380 
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Celebrating the 

Tay Estuary 

Heritage  
 

The new Tay Landscape Partnership (TayLP) team started on 1 March 
and over the last six months they’ve been working hard starting projects 
and getting to know the people, places, wildlife and landscape of the 
area. The five-strong team consists of: Shirley Paterson, Scheme 
Manager; Sophie Nicol, Historic Environment Officer; Catriona Davies, 
Access & Biodiversity Officer; Lisa Snedden, Learning & Interpretation 
Officer and Lindsey Gibb, Volunteer Coordinator. Over the four years 
TayLP will focus on Hillforts of the Tay, Clay Buildings, Historic 
Churchyard Conservation at Kinfauns, raise awareness of Pictish Stones 
and enthuse amateur archaeologists by orchestrating a ‘big dig’ in 
Abernethy. There will be ample opportunity to get involved with digs, 
fieldwalking, surveys and research. 

 

 

Left:  
TayLP volunteers 
hard at work on a 
walkover survey on 
Moredun Top in July 
2014. 
Image copyright:  

TayLP 

The first summer volunteer activities were at Moncreiffe Hill where Peter 
Morris and Tony Simpson undertook a geophysical survey of Moncreiffe 
Hillfort.  RCAHMS have also completed a detailed survey of the 
earthworks on Moredun Top Hillfort.  TayLP also had 12 volunteers join 
them for two walkover surveys.   
Over a dozen surveys were completed telling us more about the hill and 
adding information to the Historic Environment Record. TayLP’s first dig  



 
 in early September, again at Moncreiffe Hill, has already proved very popular. 

If you’d like to be kept in touch about what TayLP is doing or would like to join them 
for future digs or fieldwalking, please contact Lindsey on 01738 477086 or 
Lindsey.Gibb@pkht.org.uk. Alternatively, sign up to TayLP’s facebook or twitter 
pages (@TayLandscape) for instant updates or check out our website www.taylp.org 
 

2014 TAFAC Annual Conference 
This year’s conference will be held at the University of Abertay, Dundee on Saturday 
1st November, 9.40am –  4.40pm. 
Our keynote speaker will be Professor Richard Bradley, Professor of Archaeology at 
Reading University, who talk will be 'The use and re-use of stone circles: new 
fieldwork at Scottish sites', the Buchan Lecture sponsored by the Society of 
Antiquaries Regional Fund. 

  

      
 

'The early stone circles of the Northern and Western Isles have attracted attention 
during recent years, but less is known about sites on the Scottish mainland, 
and especially the monuments built and used from the beginning of the Copper Age 
until the Late Bronze Age. They provided the focus for a series of small-scale 
excavations between 2011 and 2013. Two of the monuments (Croftmoraig and the Hill 
of Tuach) had been investigated before. Another (Waulkmill) was levelled about 1835, 
whilst the fourth (Hillhead) is a new discovery. They can be compared with other 
monuments studied over the last twenty years, but they also shed new light on the 
architectural history of these remarkable structures. One of the developments 
evidenced on all the sites is the way in which they were reused during later periods. 
This provides the main theme of the lecture which will trace the history of stone 
circles from their first creation to their significance in the present day'.  
 

Our other speakers are:  
 

Alastair Becket: ‘Circling the square: re-imagining the Pittentian timber circle’. 
Derek Hall: ‘Sweetly Refined - ceramics from Dundee's Sugar House’. 
Joanna Hambly and SWACS:  ‘Archaic sculpturings to 4D Wemyss: 150 years of 
documentation and visualisation of carvings in the Wemyss Caves’. 
Melanie Johnson: Pit, Pot or Cist? Bronze Age Burial Practices at Broich Road, Crieff’. 
Dawn McLaren: ‘Noah’s Ark cist and the Shepherds: an introduction to Bronze Age     
                             burials in north-east and eastern Scotland. 
Alan Miller:  ‘Digital reconstruction, interaction and community engagement’. 
Oliver O’Grady: ‘Living Lomonds Landscape Partnership: Discover the Ancient  
         Lomonds’. 
Oliver O’Grady:  ‘Royal Scone Network’. 
Edwina Proudfoot:  ‘Scottish Churches Heritage Research’. 
Jeff Sanders:  ‘Future Festivals and Frameworks: ScARF and Dig It! 2015’.  
     
For more information and a booking form visit www.tafac.org.uk or email 
tafacinfo@gmail.com 
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