
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Churches are like general museums, full of items of interest. There is a big 
difference, though: the furnishings and other items in a church, or other place 
of worship in use, generally serve their original purpose, but many people 
today, know little about the design or internal layout of these buildings and do 
not understand how they function.  The Places of Worship in Scotland Project 
Illus 1. Inverarity Church, Angus. Image Copyright 2014, SCHR Ltd. 
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was set up to develop understanding of the buildings and their contents- 
and what a treasure trove is to be found in them. At present we have very 
limited funding, mostly from private donations and our members. In in the 
past we have received small grants from various bodies, including the 
Church of Scotland, HLF and Historic Scotland, which enabled us to 
employ a field officer and a part-time office assistant for several years. We 
have visited and recorded over 2,300 sites, out of a known total of over 
10,000.   Now we are seeking new resources and funding to expand and 
complete the record of Scotland’s rich inheritance of its places of worship.  
 

We have begun to set up partnerships with other organisations, and are 
establishing Recording Groups to help with fieldwork in their own areas. So 
far we have the long-established Fife Group, which is still busy. Other 
Groups have been set up in Glasgow, in Bishopbriggs, in Bridge of Allan 
and in Dumfries. We are developing one in Dundee, thus expanding our 
work in the TAFAC area. Later in the year we hope to set up a Muslim 
Group in Fife as well as one in Glenrothes High School, Fife. We have 
volunteers recording in Ayrshire and in the Highlands. Now we are looking 
for volunteers in the wider TAFAC area. Fieldwork often uncovers 
unexpected items, such as a medieval font left outside after a new one has 
been donated, or long-forgotten paintings, uncovered during conservation 
works. Disused churches are frequently taken over by other 
denominations. For example, the Coptic Church in Kirkcaldy uses a former 
Church of Scotland building, while shops, nurseries, and many other users 
find an old church ideal for their work. The opposite happens as well, when 
a religious organisation takes over domestic property for ecclesiastical 
use. 
 
 
 
 

The organ within the former Free 
Church, Wick, Caithness, Site 
4328. Image Copyright 2014, SCHR 
Ltd. 
 
If you would like to take 
part in this exciting 
project, learn new skills, 
and enjoy interesting 
days out, please get in 
touch. We arrange an 
initial discussion 
meeting to explain the 
work, to show that you 
do not need to be an 
expert in architecture or 

churches to help. We follow this with a field day, to ensure volunteers 
understand that the approach is simple. Recording forms for all aspects of 
the project are given out as templates, to make it easier. Members work at 
their own pace and send their work back to Cupar on a CD, with fotoform, a 
text for the website and, of course, the images of each church. When a  



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

place of worship is no longer in use as such we take only one or two 
external images, but do not try to record the interior. 
A look at the website will show our progress so far. Some 10,000 sites from 
our original Inventory are included, with name and address, ready for 
completing when a field visit has been made. Our recent work for the 
Project includes details of each of the 2,300 churches that has been visited 
and written up correctly. New data are sent to Cupar to be finalised for the 
website – and to join the queue for uploading, the slow part of the work. So 
far Fife, Angus, Aberdeenshire and Moray are almost completed. Why not 
join us? You will be amazed at the beautiful stained glass, the small, often 
private war memorials, the local stories, carved pew ends, painted organ 
pipes, and more, that you will come across. You will see things you did not 
notice before, and discover how enjoyable it is to take part in this exciting 
and important project. 
All volunteers’ names are recorded on the Home page of our web site 
www.scottishchurches.org.uk We like members to join SCHR, but it is not 
a requirement for becoming involved. For more information or for a 
membership form, contact the Places of Worship in Scotland Project at: - 
SCHR, Volunteer House, 69 Crossgate, CUPAR, KY15 5AS, or by email 
office@scottishchurches.org.uk 
 

Industrial Archaeology in West Fife 
John Sherriff 
 

Despite living in Fife for 28 years, your editor has only recently started to 
explore the remains of the rich industrial archaeology heritage that 
survives across the coalfields of the southern part of the Kingdom. Many 
aspects of this heritage are recorded on old maps, have been noted in 
printed publications and on web-sites, but remarkably little of this wealth 
of knowledge has made its way either into the national monuments 
database (Canmore at RCAHMS) or the Fife Council Sites and Monuments 
Record.  
A major contribution towards the compilation of Fife’s archaeological 
record was made by the survey by RCAHMS of an area centred on the 
Cleish Hills, undertaken in 1991, which recorded a broad range of 
prehistoric monuments, medieval settlement and cultivation remains, and 
aspects of the more recent past, including numerous collieries. However, 
there are massive gaps in our knowledge: the good thing is that there is a 
lot of information out there simply waiting to be identified and recorded. 
The following text and images result from a five-hour stroll around the 
farmland to the west of Dunfermline late in 2013. They are provided to give 
a flavour of what is missing from our heritage databases but also to 
demonstrate the potential of what can be achieved with comparatively little 
effort.  

http://www.scottishchurches.org.uk/
mailto:office@scottishchurches.org.uk


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There is a very long history of mineral extraction in and around 
Dunfermline: - a charter of 1291 from the proprietor of Pittencrieff, William 
de Oberwill, granted the monks of Dunfermline permission to sink a coal pit 
on his land. It is unlikely that surface traces of any medieval workings can 
now be identified if they were obliterated by later workings or if their sites 
now lie beneath urban sprawl, but it is possible that some pits (most likely 
bell-pits) of very early date are represented as cropmarks on aerial 
photographs. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Coal Mine, Berrylaw 
 
The remains of this coal 
mine are as represented 
on the 1st edition of the 
OS 6-inch map (Fife 1856, 
Sheet 35) – a vertical 
shaft (now capped) the 
top of which is enclosed 
within a comparatively 
small spoil-tip or ‘refuse 
heap’ as it is referred to 
on the map. The coal was 
probably transported 
away by waggon or cart 
along the ‘Berrylaw 
Road’, a well-engineered 
roadway leading east to 
Dunfermline.  
 

 
 

 
 

The images above show the waggon road at Urquhart farmsteading 
immediately west of Dunfermline on the road to Cairneyhill. The waggon 
road ran from close to the mouth of the Urquhart Level up to the steading. 
The lateral ‘treads’ of the road, which were held in place by heavy dressed 
kerbs, were required here to allow horses sufficient purchase when pulling 
waggons up a comparatively steep slope.        
Images copyright JR Sherriff.             Continued on page 7 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Discover the Ancient Lomonds 
At the 2013 TAFAC Conference David 
Munro gave a brief report on the work of 
the Living Lomonds Landscape Partnership 
which had just been given the go-ahead by 
the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) for its 
programme of 30 projects in the Lomond 
Hills and Benarty area of Fife and Kinross.  
The aim of the landscape partnership 
programmes supported by HLF and other 
funders is to conserve landscapes with a 
distinctive character and provide long term 
social, economic and environmental 
benefits for rural areas. In addition to 
conserving or restoring man-made and 
natural heritage features in the landscape, 
the 30 projects now underway in the 
Lomonds include increased access to the 
landscape, training opportunities and local 
community participation.   
 

A year on, these projects are well into their 
three-year delivery phase, including one of 
the key historic landscape initiatives ---  a 
community archaeology project entitled 
Discover the Ancient Lomonds which 
seeks to explore, with the help of  
volunteers, the rich archaeology of the 
Lomond and Benarty Hills. Led by 
archaeologist Dr Oliver O’Grady of OJT  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Heritage, Discover the 
Ancient Lomonds in its first 
year has engaged with the 
wider community through a 
series of guided walks and 
talks, walkover surveys and 
geophysical surveys under 
the themes  ‘Ancient 
Farmers’, ‘Lords of the 
Lomonds’, ‘Holy Lands’ and 
‘Mining not just for coal’. So 
far the walkover surveys 
have discovered several 
previously unrecognised 
sites across the Lomonds, 
Bishop Hill and 
neighbouring Benarty Hill. 
Important new sites 
recorded by local volunteers 
have included an Iron Age 
hut circle settlement by 
Glenvale and a prehistoric 
burial cairn near Munduff 
Hill (see image below). 
Other later important 
remains telling the story of 
the Improvements Period 
have included a significant 
group of early 19th century 
boundary stones that were 
associated with the 1818 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Enclosure of the Falkland Commonty 
(see Image below). These stones, 
which are well known locally have 
never been studied as a complete 
group and relate a key story from the 
recent past in how the current form of 
the Lomonds landscape came into 
being. Around 50 stones are known 
from archival research, but through 
the efforts of local volunteers it is 
clear that many of the surviving 
boundary stones are in poor 
condition or at risk, which has helped 
to inform conservation efforts as the 
project moves forward. 
 

 
David Munro (Kinross Museum & and Living 
Lomonds Landscape Partnership) standing next to 
one of the 1818 boundary stones. 
 

The flagship event in the first year of 
the project was the Living Lomonds 
Big Dig. This was an exciting project 
that gave local communities and 
school pupils the opportunity to have 
hands-on experience of excavations, 
to learn new skills and help discover 
more about their local heritage.  
 
 
 

The dig was at the fort on the 
summit of the East Lomond, one of 
Fife’s largest hillforts and one that 
has never been subject to modern 
investigation. A massive earth 
rampart and ditch with several 
interconnected concentric walls 
and annexe suggest the fort is one 
of several Iron Age fortifications 
with a later Pictish, perhaps royal 
use in the Early Medieval period.  
Earlier in the summer a community 
training geophysics survey took 
place on the hill to help guide the 
dig. Through the survey the 
volunteers helped to uncover new 
evidence for a hut circle on the 
slopes of hill and a large outer 
enclosure connected to the main 
hillfort. The community dig, which 
will be taking place again next 
year, will be investigating other 
exciting aspects of our local 
heritage.  
The Discover the Ancient Lomonds 
community archaeology project 
offers an opportunity to learn in a 
hands-on way how archaeologists 
search for clues to the past. 
Projects for the future include 
investigating the 15th-16th-century 
royal deer park at Falkland, 
conserving Lochore Castle with 
Benarty Heritage Preservation 
Group and researching the history 
of the 12th-century Markinch Parish 
Church in association with 
Markinch Heritage Group. To find 
out what’s on and how to get 
involved look at the events section 
of the Living Lomonds Landscape 
Partnership at: 
 

www.livinglomonds.org.uk/events . 
 

Dr Oliver O’Grady, OJT Heritage 
David Munro, LLLP / Kinross 
Museum 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The image (left) is of a milestone on 
the Dunfermline to Alloa road (modern 
A994), its SW face indicating one mile 
to the centre of Dunfermline.  
Whilst most coal was moved about the 
country largely via tramways, railways 
and canals, the success of industry 
also relied on a network of good roads. 
The style of the incised lettering on 
this stone suggests it dates to the 
1820s or 1830s, so it was already in 
place by 1853, when it was mapped by 
the Ordnance Survey. The OS bench-
mark on the top of the stone dates 
from around this time; the lettering on 
the SE face of the stone informs us 
that Alloa lies some 15 miles distant to 
the west.  
 
Image copyright: JR Sherriff 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Halbeath Railway was built as 
a waggon way in the 1780s to haul 
coal from the Halbeath mines east 
of Dunfermline to Inverkeithing 
harbour. Although much of the line 
has been destroyed, significant 
lengths of it are preserved and can 
readily been seen. 
However, the railway is just one of 
the tangible reminders of West 
Fife’s Industrial heritage. Amongst 
the others is the lime industry, 
which saw numerous quarries  
(below right) opened up and the 
limestone reduced in nearby kilns 
– either large-scale industrial kilns 
such as the unrecorded example 
(above right) beside the Halbeath 
railway  or, more usually, small-
scale clamp kilns, which, because 
of their slight nature, have 
invariable been destroyed. 

 The Halbeath Railway 

 

    



Another successful annual conference 
 

This year’s annual conference was held in the University of Abertay in 
Dundee and congratulations must go to the organisers, especially Eva 
Bennett, for all their hard work and for providing such an interesting and 
varied programme. Despite two speakers and the chair of the afternoon 
session having to call off at short notice (and a shortage of coffee in the 
morning break) the day went well and we are now looking forward to the next 
conference in Perth on Saturday 7th November 2015. 
 
 

The first speaker of the morning 
was Dr Alison Sheriden (pictured 
below), Principal Curator of Early 
Prehistory at the National Museums 
of Scotland. Alison – substituting 
for Professor Richard Bradley, 
gave a superb lecture on the 
Neolithic, telling us her thoughts on 
how and when the first farmers 
came to Scotland from northern 
Europe and how they might have 
inter-reacted with the indigenous 
Mesolithic population.  
 

 
Image Copyright: NMS.academia.edu 
 
The audience also heard about 
aspects of Neolithic trade and craft 
as Alison detailed work that has 
seen research undertaken in the 
UK and beyond on pottery, stone 
axes and metalwork. 

 

Alastair Becket, an archaeologist 
with Northlight Heritage, was the 
second speaker of the day and he 
told us about the excavation of the 
timber circle at Pittentian, Crieff, in 
2012 and of its subsequent ‘re-
imagining’. Alasdair explained how 
the local community, in particular the 
school had expressed a wish to 
commemorate the existence of the 
site (now completely destroyed) by 
building a replica. A site was 
identified on the nearby Community 
Campus and, whilst not a full-scale 
copy, its construction reflects the 
‘spirit’ of the original site. The new 
feature (pictured right), which was 
officially ‘opened’ by the Duke and 
Duchess of Strathearn in May, is not 
only a valuable teaching aid but 
provides a constant reminder of the 
particular richness of the 
archaeology in this part of the 
country. 
Oliver O’Grady, a heritage consultant 
and independent researcher, gave 
two talks in the morning session – 
the first on his work with the Living 
Lomonds Landscape Partnership and 
the second an update of his 
researches at Scone. The first talk 
concentrated on the sort of 
archaeological work the project has 
been undertaking with members of 
the local community. This includes 
recording boundary stones that  
 
 
 



 
New timber circle, Crieff Community Campus: Image copyright: Northlight Heritage 
 
 were set up in 1818 when the Falkland Common was enclosed following an 
Act of Parliament and excavation and geophysical survey close to the fort 
on the summit of the East Lomond.  
Edwina Proudfoot gave a short talk which was partly an explanation of the 
work of the Scottish Churches Heritage Research (SCHR) Ltd but mostly a 
plea for volunteers to become involved in the work. 
The final talk of the morning was by Dr Alan Miller (School of Computer 
Science), University of St Andrews, who gave a very interesting talk on 
how digital recording of heritage features can be enhanced to provide 3-D 
visualisations, including fly-throughs. The main example he showed was a 
3-D reconstruction of how St Andrews Cathedral would probably have 
looked prior to its destruction (see below). 

 
Image copyright: University of St Andrews. 
 
 
 



 
 

The afternoon session began with  
Dr Melanie Johnson (CFA 
Archaeology Ltd) describing the 
recent excavations of Bronze Age 
cremation cemeteries at Brioch 
Road, Crieff. Melanie described the 
complexity of excavating pits that 
had been truncated by ploughing 
and the damage that cultivation 
had caused to the cremation urns. 
Nevertheless, in addition to the 
pots there were several notable 
finds including a clutch of barbed 
and tanged arrowheads (below). 

 
Image copyright: CFA Archaeology Ltd. 
 

Following Melanie was a double-
header with Joanna Hamby of the 
SCAPE Trust, University of St 
Andrews, providing a historical 
and antiquarian context to recent 
work at the Wemyss Caves, and 
Sue Hamstead from the Save the 
Wemyss Ancient Caves Society 
SWACS) talking about the recently 
undertaken laser scan of the 
carvings on the cave walls and 
how they are now accessible to all 
through the new website. 
4dwemysscaves.org 
The next speaker was Jeff Sanders 
(Society of Antiquaries of 
Scotland) who spoke about the 
Scottish Archaeological Research 
Framework (ScARF) and the 
programme of archaeological 
events that will form DigIt 2015. 
 
 
 
 

For more information please see the 
website digit2015.com. 
Christina Donald (Dundee Museums) 
talked about the project to display 
and record by laser scanning a 
collection of late medieval 
gravestones. (see TAFAC Newsletter 
21 for a summary of the work to date). 
Derek Hall (an independent 
contractor and ceramic specialist) 
talked about the ceramics from the 
Dundee Sugar House, which was 
located on the south side of the 
Seagate and excavated in 2011. Derek 
explained that the pottery found 
derived from vessels that formed part 
of the process of making sugar loafs. 
It was all industrial red ware, 
sometimes with a white internal slip 
(see image below), but  it was unlike 
any local red wares so far identified.   
Derek went on to tell the audience 
about how the chemical analysis of a 
sample of the wares from across 
Europe had revealed distinct 
‘chemical signatures’ and hinted that 
the wares found in Dundee originated  
elsewhere. However, Derek stressed 
the need for further analysis to be 
undertaken.   
 

 
Image copyright: Derek Hall 
 
 
 
 


