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The Charterhouse Project has been 
set up to discover more about King 
James I and the Perth Charterhouse. 
It plans to bring Medieval Perth back 
to life for a 21st-century audience, 
with ground-breaking, innovative 
technologies.  
The aims of the project are to find out 
about the Charterhouse and its 
location, to try to trace the exact 
burial place of James I of Scotland 
and his wife Joan Beaufort and to 
create a Virtual Reality Museum of the 
21st Century, that will recreate the 
Charterhouse, and the medieval city 
of Perth, using the latest technology.  
The project team is led by Professor 
Richard Oram, The University of 
Stirling, Dr Lucinda Dean, University 
of The Highlands and Islands, and 
Paul Wilson, The Glasgow School of 
Art.  
The project was launched to the press 
on the 21st February, the 580th 
anniversary of the murder of James I, 
and a digital presentation was held 
for the public at Perth Museum and 
Art Gallery on the following Saturday. 

Some upcoming Perth Charterhouse 
Project Events: 

Thursday 8 June 18:00 – 20:00 “How to 
Read an Old Document” - free workshop 
with Dr Lucy Dean   
Venue: Local and Family History, AK Bell 
 

 

 

 
Prof Richard Oram, one of the leads in the project. 
Image copyright: University of Stirling. 
 

Library Perth   ---- Booking: pre-booking 
essential, see www.culturepk.org.uk for 
details  
Contact: email Local and Family History 
localstudies@culturepk.org.uk  
 

Wednesday 26 & Thursday 27 July 
10:00 – 16:00 
“Royal Murder, Friars and Beer: 
Archaeological Building Recording” - 
free Workshop 
Booking: pre-booking essential, 
Contact: email Scotland’s Urban Past 
sup@hes.scot  
 

Additional Info: participants must be 
over 18 years old. The workshops will 
involve working in a confined space 
below ground level and will require high 
mobility for cellar access/egress. 
                  Continued on page 2 

 
 

 

Perth’s Charterhouse Project 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Saturday 23 September 13:00 – 14:30 “Walking in 
the bloody footsteps of James I” - a free guided 
walk with archaeologist David Bowler of the 
Perthshire Society of Natural Science. Hear how 
archaeological and historical research is helping 
to tell the story.  
Booking: pre-booking essential, Contact: Gavin 
Lindsay (PKHT) 01738 477082 or 
info@pkht.org.uk 
 
Wednesday 29 November 19.30 - 20.30  
Dr Lucy Dean - ‘James Stewart and Joan 
Beaufort: A King and Queen Unleashed, c. 1424 – 
c. 1437’ 
 free to members of PSNS, suggested donation 
£5 for non-members. 
Soutar Theatre, A K Bell Library, Perth, Booking 
not required. Contact psns1948@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Friday 9 February 2018 19.30 – 21.00  
Prof Richard Oram and Paul Wilson “The Search 
for King James I” 
Soutar Theatre, A K Bell Library, Perth – public 
lecture part of PSNS “Curious Minds” series. 
Admission £5, £2 for PSNS members, tickets 
available at the door or on www.EventBrite.co.uk  

 
 

Abernethy 
Museum 
 
Another big year ahead for 

us with a lot of help from the 

Tay Landscape Partnership. 

This year we have revamped 
the Garden Gallery with the 
displays professionally 
designed and mounted on 
weatherproof boards. Last 
year’s new display features 
two of the Pictish stones, 
mounted on plinths and with 
LED lights directed to 
enhance their markings. In 
addition the stones have 
been digitally scanned by 
AOC Archaeology, resulting 
in the production of 3D 
virtual models of the stones. 

Below: Abernethy Museum 

 

mailto:psns1948@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/


 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The building, which stands within 

the lands of the old Culdees 

monastery, dates from the 

eighteenth century.  Originally 

consisting of a byre, stable and 

cattle rede, it was renovated during 

the 1990s to house the Museum.  In 

keeping with the aim of preserving 

the building's heritage, some of the 

original features, such as the 

internal stone walls and an area of 

cobbled floor, have been left visible. 

Abernethy itself is a historic 

settlement having been occupied 

since Pictish times, and the aim of 

the Museum is to preserve as much 

as possible of this varied and 

extensive history. In addition to 

mounting exhibitions the museum 

also collects artefacts relating to 

the history of the parish, to record 

the memories of local inhabitants, 

and to build a photographic record 

of the village, its inhabitants and 

their various occupations. 

The museum is staffed and run 

entirely by volunteers. 

Museum of Abernethy Opening 

hours 2017: 

Saturday 6th May until Sunday 1st 

October, Wednesday – Sunday, 

2pm – 5pm 

Groups welcome. Out of hours 

visits may be made by prior 

appointment. 

Admission is free but donations are 

gratefully accepted. 

 

www.museumofabernethy.co.uk,  

secretary@museumofabernethy.co.

uk or phone 01738 850889. 

 

http://museumofabernethy.co.uk/Pictis

h_Stones.html 

To accompany the stones there is a 

display board providing information 

about the Picts, focussing on 

Abernethy and our own Pictish stones. 

 

We have a number of fundraising and 

public events planned for 2017.  

Our Wee Big Dig Weekend returns, this 

time 24th/25th June, when there will be a 

community archaeological dig at drop-

in test pits around the village. The 

Museum will be open all weekend with 

activities for all the family including on 

the Sunday the opportunity to create 

your own carved stone with sculptor 

Susheila Jamieson. Also on Sunday 

Adrian Cox of HES will be giving 

guided tours of the Round Tower at 

14.30 – 15.30 and 16.00 – 17.00. 

(booking essential 

Adrian.Cox@hes.scot 

On the Saturday at the Williamson Hall 

we will be serving afternoon tea to raise 

funds for the Museum. Also at the 

Williamson Hall you will be able to see 

a digital version of medieval Abernethy 

and speak to the experts from Virtual 

Worlds. 

 

This year we are also looking forward 

to The Big Dig at Castle Law Hillfort on 

Wed 28th June – 1st July and Wed 5th 

July – Saturday 8th July. Volunteers 

should contact 

lindsey.gibb@pkht.org.uk or phone 

01738 477086. 

The Museum of Abernethy was opened 

in May 2000 by Magnus Magnusson.  

The Museum has held the Visit 

Scotland four stars award since 2001. 

 

http://www.museumofabernethy.co.uk/
mailto:secretary@museumofabernethy.co.uk
mailto:secretary@museumofabernethy.co.uk
http://museumofabernethy.co.uk/Pictish_Stones.html
http://museumofabernethy.co.uk/Pictish_Stones.html
file:///C:/Users/johnsh.RCAHMS/Downloads/Adrian.Cox@hes.scot
mailto:lindsey.gibb@pkht.org.uk


 
 
 
 

 
Watercolour of dun on the Law of Monifieth: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictish stone which has been 
commissioned from stone carver 
David McGovern. He has carved 
the cross- slab from sandstone 
quarried from Pitairlie Quarry, 
Angus.  The original is one of 
several found at the church at 
Monifieth in Angus and now in 
the collection of National 
Museums Scotland. It thought to 
have been carved in the 9th 
century. 
There are also two watercolours 
painted by James Neish in 1857 
of the Laws of Monifieth from the 
Society of Antiquaries of 
Scotland’s collection that are on 
loan from Historic Environment 
Scotland and is the first time they 

have been on public display.  

An exhibition, Fire and Stone, 
exploring the history and 
archaeology of the Laws of Monifieth 
and the process behind creating 
contemporary responses to ancient 
metal and stone artefacts has 
opened at The McManus: Dundee’s 
Art Gallery and Museum. 
The exhibition is a continuation of 
the ‘Reflections on Celts’ spotlight 
tour which partnered with National 
Museums Scotland and the British 
Museum. That featured a bronze 
replica of the Monifieth Crescent by 
local artist Roddy Mathieson and this 
exhibition now examines the process 
behind making the crescent and also 
looks at other artists who have been 
inspired by archaeology. An example 
of this is a replica of the Monifieth II   

 
 

 

 

Fire and Stone at The McManus 
 



 
  

 

 

Our Portmoak:  

Uncovering Stories from the Past 

Kinross (Marshall) Museum in association with partner groups in the Parish 
of Portmoak have been successful in obtaining grants from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund and Historic Environment Scotland in support of a year-long 
community programme of events that include walks, talks, archaeological 
fieldwork and creative workshops with school children designed to tell the 
fascinating story of Portmoak through the ages. 
Commenting, Lucy Casot, Head of HLF in Scotland, said: “The Heritage 
Lottery Fund is a key partner in the Year of History, Heritage and 
Archaeology and it’s our ambition that people of all ages will have the 
chance to discover something new about the heritage they care about. We’re 
delighted that, thanks to funding from the National Lottery, Kinross 
(Marshall) Museum will be opening the door to fun, learning and everlasting 
memories for many people as we celebrate this special year.”  
In February the Our Portmoak: Uncovering Stories from the Past project got 
off the ground with some exciting geophysics carried out by archaeologist 
Dr Oliver O’Grady and community volunteers at Portmoak Chapel and in 
fields at Kilmagadwood.  
In April David Munro led a ‘Portmoak Myths and Legends’ walk exploring 
stories such as ‘The Rock of the Irishmen’ and ‘The Ghost of the Gullets.’  
The full programme of events is now available. Look out for news of the 
‘Muckle Dig’ to be held in June and future community digs exploring two key 
historical sites in Portmoak Parish.  
 
For more information contact: 
e: ourportmoak@kinrossmuseum.org.uk / www.kinrossmuseum.org.uk, or 
look at the Our Portmoak Facebook and twitter pages.  
 

http://www.kinrossmuseum.org.uk/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Above: a view from the SW of the old Burntisland to Cowdenbeath road east of the current main 
road at Cullaloe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Old Fife Roads 
Your editor has been recording some aspects of his local archaeology 
in and around southern Fife. The image above shows part of the 18th 
century main road between Burntisland and Cowdenbeath at Cullaloe. 
Already superseded by the present road before the 1860s, the well-
engineered road is carried on a combination of cuttings, causeways 
and terraces. It is still used to prove access to fields. 
 
 

Image right: One particularly interesting 
feature of the road is a section of causeway 
with upright stones (effectively bollards) set 
up at distances of about 9m apart along both 
edges of the road. They may have been 
originally painted white or white-washed to 
give stagecoach and other drivers an 
indication of where the edge of the causeway 
was in poor light.  
 

Editor’s Note 
Your editor is always looking for contributions 
to the Newsletter, however, small. Please send 
anything you may think could be of interest to 
readers to johnsherriff@hotmail.co.uk. 
 



 
                

  
More Milestones 
 

Your editor has been out and about 
recording more milestones. The 
example below stands on the east 
side of Yetts O’ Muckhart and is a 
good example of a stone on which 
the information has been painted 
on instead of carved into the block. 
This particular stone stood 18 
miles from Crieff and 18 miles from 
Stirling.  

 
Image Copyright: JR Sherriff 

Another three stones that were 
painted rather than carved stand on 
the west verge of the Dunning to 
Yetts O’Muckhart road, respectively 
one, three and four miles south of 
Dunning. The stones (see upper 
right) are all red sandstone slabs 
which would have once been 
painted white with the directional 

information highlighted in black. 

 
Image Copyright: JR Sherriff 

Compare these stones with another 
(below) that stands on the verge of a 
minor road east of Scone. According 
to the 2nd edition of the OS 6-inch map 
the stone marked the distance in 
miles to Perth (3) but, curiously, it 
stands only a short distance from 
‘Two Mile House’.  

 
Image Copyright: JR Sherriff 

 



 Another milestone on which the 
information was painted on 
stands at the junction of the A822 
and A823 roads about one mile 
south of Muthill. According to the 
first edition of the OS 6-inch map, 
in the 1860s the stone marked the 
distances to Edinburgh via 
Gleneagles (42 mils) and Stirling 
(52 mls). It had gone out of use by 
the end of the century and is 
annotated simply as ‘Stone’ on 
the 1901 2nd edition of the map. 

 
Milestone near Muthill. Image copyright: JR 
Sherriff 

Associated with milestones are 
roads (naturally enough) but little 
work appears to have been done 
in respect to actually recording 
the remains of early roads. Your 
editor was surprised and excited 
to come across an unrecorded of 
length of early (pre-19th century) 
road near Murrayshall House 
Hotel. The road crosses the  

 
Ford over the Annaty Burn. Image copyright: JR 
Sherriff 

 

Annaty Burn by way of a ford. It then 
runs for almost 300m along the east 
bank of a tributary burn until it is 
overlain by the line of the modern 
road. The road (below) takes the form 

  

of a terrace cut into the upslope and 
with a revetment on the lower side.  

Unfortunately, maps earlier than the 
OS 1st edition are not accurate enough 
to allow this road to be equated with 
any of the depictions. 

With old roads come old bridges. This 
voissour (below) lying on a stream 
bank is one of several discarded when 
a bridge near Scone was renovated 
several years ago. 

 


