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Wemyss Caves Conference
The Save the Wemyss Caves Society
(SWACS) is 30 years old in October
and the society is celebrating its
birthday by holding a conference in
Kirkcaldy. The conference will take
place on Saturday 22nd October in
Kirkcaldy Old Kirk, Kirk Wynd: the
doors open at 12.45pm and there will
be talks from 1.30 to 5pm. The guest
speakers will talk about the enigmatic
Pictish carvings in the Wemyss Caves
and the world of the people who made
them. The talks will be followed by a
reception. Places are free and can be
reserved at www.wemysscaves.org.
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Confirmed speakers include:
Joanna Hambly (Scape Trust) - Making sense of the Carvings in the Caves.
Alice Blackwell (NMS) – Pictish Silver and Symbols: the Norrie’s Law Hoard.
Gordon Noble (Univ of Aberdeen) – Discovering the Northern Picts: Latest
Results of the Northern Picts Project.
John Borland (Historic Environment Scotland) – A Pictish Cave in the North:
The Sculptor’s Cave in Moray.
Sue Hamstead (SWACS) Saving Wemyss Caves: 30 Years of SWACS.

Kinnoull Hill Mystery

A walk recently on the
summit of Kinnoull Hill led
your editor to a stone tablet,
the function of which is not
immediately obvious. The
sandstone slab measures a
full 2.52m in length by 1.05m
in breadth and 0.13m in
thickness, and it is
supported at a height of
0.7m on masonry piers. A
clue to the purpose of the
slab may be the shallow
circular hollow at the centre
of its upper surface (see
photo right).
The stone is depicted as a
‘Stone Table’ on the 1st
edition of the OS 6-inch map
--- Perthshire 1868, Sheet
XCVIII.

An interesting feature of the slab is the
carved graffiti incised all over its top and
edges. Names and initials are
accompanied by a number of hearts.

Pictish Arts Society Annual Conference
The Northern Picts
Readers will be pleased learn details of this year’s PAS Annual Conference,
which will be held in the Highland Council Headquarters, Glenurquhart Rd,
Inverness IV3 5NX and will run from the 7th to the 9th of October 2016.
PROGRAMME
Friday 7th October -- Private visit to Inverness Museum (£5) 19.30-21.00 -- an opportunity for
conference delegates to mingle and enjoy exclusive access to the Museum’s fine collection
of Pictish sculpture. (Advance booking only)
Saturday 8th October (£30) Conference and & AGM
09.00-09.40 Registration (with tea/coffee)
09.40-09.50 Welcome
09.50-10.30 Candy Hatherly: Atlantic roundhouses and the later prehistoric archaeology of
the Moray Firthlands
10.30-11.00 Juliette Mitchell: The early medieval barrow cemeteries of Scotland: Movement,
Placement, Architecture & Chronology
11.00-11.30 Tea/coffee
11.30-12.10 Daniel MacLean: Fragments of Significance: Identifying high status settlement
in Northern Pictland
12.10-12.50 Matt Richie: The Picts: a learning resource. Place-based learning and Scotland’s
Archaeology Strategy
12.50-14.00 Lunch (and a chance to look at the Knocknagael Pictish symbol stone)
14.00-14.40 Gordon Noble: The Northern Picts Project: Latest Progress and Results
14.40-15.20 David Anderson & Leanne Demay: Ploughs, Pictish Stones & Port: Excavations
at Dandaleith 2014
15.20-16.00 Cait McCullagh: The Cross across the Firthlands and the making of a Kingdom:
Finding Fortriu in the Cross Slabs of Northern Pictland
16.00-16.10 Closing remarks
16.30-17.15 AGM
Sunday 9th October Field Trip (£18)
Departing from Highland Council Headquarters, Glenurquhart Rd, Inverness IV3 5NX at
09.30, returning there c17.00.
A chance for delegates to visit Groam House Museum and a selection of Pictish stones
north of Inverness, including some in private ownership not normally accessible to the
public. Delegates are advised to bring appropriate footwear, waterproofs and a packed
lunch. Participation in the field trip is by coach only and spaces are limited so pre-booking is
essential.
Please send a cheque for the total, payable to ‘The Pictish Arts Society’, to
Elspeth Reid, Hon. Sec. PAS, House of the Glens, Cortachy, Angus DD8 4QF.
If you wish acknowledgement, please enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope.
Alternatively, book online at www.thepictishartssociety.org.uk

Boundary Stones
Two early 20th century boundary stones (below and bottom left) which
originally helped to demarcate the limits of a small military property
between Rosyth and Inverkeithing have had to be moved as a result of
roadworks associated with the new Forth Crossing. Normally, only the top
of any boundary stone is visible but this development has provided a rare
opportunity to record the stones in full. It is not yet clear where the stones
will eventually be re-erected. For comparison, the stone illustrated bottom
right is one of a series of cast concrete pillars demarcating the
Cultybraggen Camp, Comrie. Other than this example, none of the others
around this former military site is recorded. Images copyright: JR Sherriff.

Sherriff

Medieval Perth Mason’s Marks
Continuing excavations at the site of
Perth’s Carmelite friary at Riggs Road
have located two mason’s marks on
the north western corner of the
standing remains of the first phase
Carmelite church which was built in
1262. One of the marks is of a cross
with a slightly angled cross arm and
the other is a T shape, intriguingly an
identical cross shaped mason’s mark
was also found on the stone bridge
leading into the Perth Blackfriars
precinct during excavations in
advance of the Horsecross Concert
Hall by SUAT Ltd in 2004.
Derek Hall
Images (right) Whitefriars Perth – T-shaped
mason’s mark: Copyright: Derek Hall
Bottom left Whitefriars Perth – Crossshaped mason’s mark: Image copyright:
Derek Hall

Milestone on the south side of Comrie. Recorded by
the Editor in September. Copyright: JR Sherriff

TAFAC Annual Conference
This year’s TAFAC Conference will be held on
Saturday 5 November in the Old Kirk, Kirk Wynd,
Kirkcaldy. Doors open at 9am for registration and
the conference will start at 9.50. Confirmed
speakers are:
Alastair Rees (ARCHAS) – Feast or Famine:
Excavations and monitoring between
Guardbridge and St Andrews.
Peter Klemen – The Kilrenny, Anstruther and
Cellardyke Burgh Survey
Alison Sheriden (NMS) –Kilmagadwood urns
finds
David Munro & Oliver O’Grady – Living Lomonds
Landscape Partnership update – Final Update.
David Strachan (PKHT) – Six hillforts on the Tay:
from source to sea.
David Sneddon (Northlight Heritage) – Early
Historic Turf Longhouses at Lair, Glenshee.
Chris Fyles (Perth Theatre) – Treading the boards
– Excavation at Perth Theatre
Bruce Manson – The Construction and
Reconstruction of St Drostan’s Kirk, Markinch.
Dene Wright (SERF) 2016 Update.

Excavation in progress at Moncreiffe Hill 2015: Image copyright
– Eva Bennett

TICKETS
Tickets cost £15.00 and
price includes the
provision of morning and
afternoon tea/coffee &
biscuits but does not
include the cost of lunch.
The venue is in Kirkcaldy
town centre and there are
numerous eating
establishments, including
pubs, restaurants and
cafes within a 5 minute
walk of the Old Kirk.
Tickets can be bought
(and further details
gained) prior to the event
from Eva Bennett,
Brackenbrae, Aberargie,
Perth and Kinross, PH2
9NE. Please enclose a
stamped, self-addressed
envelope and make
cheques payable to
‘TAFAC’.
As usual, there will be a
number of bookstalls at
the conference which will
also see the launch of the
latest TAFAC Journal.
This will include articles
on: Experiments with the
replica Friarton Dirk -Excavations in Friockheim
– Crab apple processing
in the Neolithic – Medieval
deer dykes – Recent
discoveries at Kindrochit
Castle, Braemar – Pottery,
finds and faunal remains
from medieval Perth – a
study of two Perthshire
farmsteadings.

