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Early Christian Long cists at Pitkerro,
Drumsturdy Road, Dundee and Market Knowe,
Longforgan
Ray Cachart and Derek Hall
Introduction
Two recently discovered burial sites on Tayside, one
in Perthshire, at Longforgan and the other within the
present boundaries of Dundee City Council, at Pitkerro,
have revealed evidence of burial practices dating to the
mid 6th/early 7th centuries AD.
Although the burial cairn near Longforgan had
previously been recognised as a possible prehistoric
monument, locally known as the Market Knowe or
Roman Knowe, the archaeological origin of the small
mound at Pitkerro was unsuspected until a mechanical
excavator broke into a long cist during construction
work, somewhat ironically on a new, modern cemetery.
Despite differences in the way these sites came to
light, subsequent investigations at both Longforgan
and Pitkerro represent the process and outcomes of
rescue archaeology in a rural context. The similar
chronologies revealed by radiocarbon dating, evidence
of burial practices, relative geographical proximity and
positioning of the cists in an area with a wide panoramic
viewpoint, allow them to be considered together here.

410; Nicolaisen 1979, 152, 154). Presumably Pitkerro
was the fourth part of an earlier larger estate. Iron Age
settlement in the area is indicated by the presence of a
souterrain (NMRS, NO43SE 64) in the field to the east
of the new cemetery; of a settlement of seven possible
souterrains with associated round houses in a field to
the south-west (NMRS, NO43SE 499); and of another
settlement of two, possibly three souterrains with two
associated round houses to the south (NMRS, NO43SE
498) (Illus 2).
About 600m E of the present investigations at
Pitkerro is the upstanding prehistoric mound of Cairn
Greg on the Linlathen estate, excavated in the 19th
century and found to be of Bronze Age date but reused in the Pictish period (Stuart 1866). A Pictish Class
1 symbol stone was found at Cairn Greg (Stuart 1866,
101) but is now lost.
Approximately 2km to the NW of Pitkerro, up
to 44 long cist burials were excavated at Ballumbie,
Angus. The Ballumbie cist burials were aligned W–E
and located within a ditched enclosure which predated
the medieval Chapel of Ballumbie with its associated
graveyard (Hall and Cachart 2005; Hall 2007, 46–8).

History

Market Knowe, Longforgan

Pitkerro

The earliest known mention of the place name
Longforgan appears as Forgrund in 1178–82 and
as Langforgrunde in 1377–82 (Watson 1926, 381).
Watson (ibid) states that Forgrund is compounded

The place-name Pitkerro is a hybrid of the Pictish ‘pet’ or
‘pett’ and Gaelic ‘ceathramh’ or quarter (Watson 1926,

Illus 1 General location of sites at Pitkerro and Market Knowe, Longforgan.
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Illus 2 Location of site at Pitkerro.

of the placename elements for, over, on, and gronn,
and means ‘on or above the bog’. The prefix ‘long’
may derive from the Brittonic lann ‘enclosure,
church’ (Philip 1895, 5) or perhaps lòn ‘marsh’.
Hutcheson (1904, 64–7) claimed that the current
church at Longforgan stands on the site of an earlier
one dedicated to St Modwenna who died in 541
AD. A fragment of Class 1 Pictish symbol stone
with a double disc design was ploughed up in a field
adjacent to the site of a house called ‘Wemys’ which
lies due West of Longforgan church (Taylor 1966,
38).
The development area itself is immediately
adjacent to the Market Knowe (Scheduled Monument 2879), a possible large prehistoric burial
cairn, locally known as the Roman Knowe. Recent
research has identified the Market Knowe as being
the ‘Hundhil of Longforgan’, the site of the Barony
Court of Longforgan from at least the 14th century
(O’Grady 2008). It is also claimed that the market
of Longforgan took place at the Market Knowe until
1633 (Philip 1895). The Ordnance Survey Name
Book of 1861 records the discovery of stone coffins
in the vicinity of the Knowe, however the exact
location of these burials is unknown (OS Name
Book 1861).

Pitkerro: the archaeology
Ray Cachart

Introduction
In August 2012, during construction works for the
internal pathway for a new cemetery at Pitkerro,
Drumsturdy Road, for Dundee City Council, a
mechanical excavator uncovered a long cist aligned
W–E. A large portion of the covering slabs was
removed, revealing well preserved skeletal remains
and causing spoil to enter the cist void. Rathmell
Archaeology, the archaeological advisor to Dundee
City Council, was contacted and an archaeological
assessment, excavation and watching brief were recommended. The work was consequently undertaken by
Alder Archaeology. A visit to the cist site also revealed
the presence of an unrecorded low mound just east of
the cist which had previously been concealed by dense
vegetation. The area of the new Pitkerro Cemetery is
extensive, but the cist and mound cover a small area,
centred on NGR NO 46121 33867, just south
of Drumsturdy Road (Illus 3).
The main aim of this investigation was to record
the mound and cist disturbed by landscaping works,
to prepare the cist burial for preservation in situ,
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Illus 3 Site at Pitkerro showing location of mound and location of cists.

recover a small bone sample for radiocarbon dating
and to mitigate any unforeseen disturbance of other
monuments in the vicinity. During the archaeological
work the west end of a second long cist, also aligned
W–E, was uncovered. Only the west end of the second
cist was recorded and then reburied. A watching brief
was conducted on the clearing of vegetation and topsoil
along the line of a newly aligned footpath (avoiding the
cist location) passing nearby (Illus 3) but this revealed
nothing of archaeological significance.

The site (Illus 1)
Pitkerro lies on the eastern outskirts of Dundee,
on the south side of Drumsturdy Road (B961), and
directly adjacent to the boundary with Angus Council.
Dundee City Council is developing an extensive area
of agricultural land as a new cemetery, which will
come into use in phases over the coming years. The
present investigations relate to a very small area near
the NE corner of the development, less than 100m S of
Drumsturdy Road. The area was heavily overgrown
by scrub and saplings until recently cleared for the
development. This location is about the highest point
of the development area, some 55m above sea level.
It commands wide views over the Tay estuary to
Norman’s Law in Fife, to Dundee Law, and to the
Sidlaws. Most of the development area is intended
for burials, but the archaeological investigations were
close to the main entrance of the cemetery, in between

Illus 4 Site at Pitkerro, looking south-south-east.

a new reception building for visitors and the intended
site of the maintenance compound. This area has been
set aside for the scattering of ashes, with footpaths and
various other landscape features.
Archaeological background and method (Illus 2)
Most of the development site was archaeologically
investigated and extensively trial trenched by GUARD
in 2009 but no significant archaeology was found
(James 2010; GUARD 2010). The site of the cist
burial and mound was, however, just outwith the
eastern boundary of GUARD’s area of investigations.
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The investigation of the cist burial required
removing the deep overburden of glacial till towards
the east end of the cist by machine and hand cleaning
the remaining covering slabs. The in-situ cover slabs
were recorded and then removed. The recent spoil from
inside the cist was removed and the cist structure and
the human remains within were recorded. As far as
possible the skeleton was not disturbed and areas of
primary fill were not removed. The skeleton was left in
situ but a metatarsal from the left foot was removed for
14
C dating. After recording was completed, the cist was
covered using a newly formed large slab and reburied
(Illus 8).
During the removal of the overburden material from
the east end of the cist a second cist was found 1.8m
to the E. The second cist was not fully excavated and
only the disturbed and exposed west end was cleaned,
recorded and then reburied. No skeletal remains were
observed within the fill, which was not removed.
A watching brief was carried out on the
groundworks for the newly aligned footpath.
The surface of the mound was inspected by the
archaeologists and surveyed by the development
surveyors.
Results of investigations
Cist (Illus 5–7)
The cist was formed from green-grey sandstone, flat
fragments of which are abundant in the natural glacial
till. It was aligned on a W–E axis and measured 1.90m
in length and from 0.40m to 0.50m in width, tapering
very slightly towards the east end. The cist lining
appeared to have been set within a wider cut which was
not excavated: some possible packing stones between
the presumed edges and the N and S sides of the cist
were noted. Moreover, the removal of the capstones on
the S side of the cist, towards the E end, revealed a void
between the cist lining and a stone set on edge against
the presumed S side of the grave cut; some primary
silting lay at the bottom of the void.
The eastern part of the cist still retained the original
undisturbed cover stones or capstones. Rather than
being made of one large slab, the covering comprised
flattish angular stones of various sizes, examples being
0.50m x 0.30m and 0.34m x 0.20m, which had been set
in a rather haphazard fashion. The surviving area of
capstones measured 1.23m W–E and 0.70m N–S. The
capstones were cleaned, recorded and then removed to
reveal the inside of the cist.
The cist east end wall was formed by a single slab
of grey sandstone, 0.58m long, while the west end was
formed by a broken stone, 0.44m in length. Formed by
three slabs, the north wall of the cist was 1.93m long.
The south wall was also formed by three slabs, the
middle slab inclining slightly inwards, and was 1.77m
long. The maximum height from the cist floor, formed
of large fragments of flat slabs, to the top of the wall,
was 0.36m. Outside the walls of the cist were packing
stones and cobbles.

Illus 5 Long Cist 002 with second cist (007) in
background, looking south-east.

The skeleton (Illus 6 and 7)
The body was laid out in an extended position, facing
east and with hands placed on pelvis. Most of the bones
had survived remarkably well. Where the cover slabs
had been damaged by machining at the west end of the
cist, loose silt and stone had fallen onto the upper part
of the skeleton, and between the skeleton and the north
wall of the cist. The loose recent spoil was carefully
removed revealing some earlier compacted silting at
the skull area and at the left side of the chest. More
primary silting had entered the cist where the middle
slab on the south side of the cist had shifted inwards.
Within this earlier silting were some stone flakes which
appeared to have spalled off the inside face of the cist
cover stones. The area from the lower edge of the pelvis
to the feet was more or less free of silt except in the SE
corner where silt surrounded the right foot bones.
That rodents had been active in the cist was evident
from gnawing damage seen on the left femur, left tibia,
left fibula and right tibia. Rodent activity may also
have resulted in removal of some of the bones on the
right side of the chest area and disturbance of the skull
fragments. On the right side of the skeleton the clavicle,
ribs, scapula and humerus were missing, as were the
upper parts of the ulna and radius. All the upper
vertebrae were also missing leaving only thirteen of the
lower vertebrae. The bones of the skull seemed to be
present but the skull had been disturbed and the lobes
had become separated. It is possible that the skull was
broken by fragments of stone flaking off the underside
of the cist covering. The mandible had also been
disturbed. It was noted that the teeth were worn but
in good condition. On the surface of the high points
of the pelvis was a dark grey growth (not removed)
which seems to have been formed by silt and rootlets
or by fungal hyphae.
The skeleton remained in situ and the following
comments are based on observations made on the
bones by Kevin McGhee, visiting osteopath, as they
appeared within the cist. The skeleton showed signs of
malformation in that the spine was curved outwards
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Illus 6 Long Cist (002) totally excavated looking west showing in situ human remains.

Illus 7 Plan showing Long Cist (002) pre- and post-excavation and location of unexcavated Long Cist (007).
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Illus 8 View of new capstone in place above Long Cist
(002)

was examined where the digger had disturbed the end
side slab causing some of the capstones and spoil to
enter. The rest of the cist remained buried. The top
and side slabs were of grey-green sandstone, forming a
well constructed west end. The broken-off part of the
capstone measured 0.60m wide and 0.40m thick. The
base of the top slab was 0.09m above the top of the
recent infilling of spoil. Still in situ, the west end slab
measured 0.52m long and 0.06m thick. Only 0.16m of
the south side slab and 0.24m of the north side slab was
visible. The cist had a recent fill of spoil, a loose orangebrown sandy grit with abundant small pebbles and
stone fragments (011). No human bones were seen in
the cist and no further excavation was carried out. The
west end was recapped with small slabs taken from the
surrounding natural till and reburied without exposing
any more of the cist structure.

The mound (Illus 3 and 4)
towards the right hand side. Osteophytic lipping could
be seen on some of the remaining vertebrae and there
was some thickening of the right tibia. This may indicate
that the spinal malformation caused the person to walk
with a limp. The robustness of the bones suggested that
the individual was male.

The second cist (Illus 5 and 7)
A second cist was uncovered by machining 1.8m to
the east of the first cist. Only the west end of this cist

The top of the mound is located at NGR NO 46132
33864 at an elevation of 63.43m OD. The mound to the
top of the cists has a radius of 5m, where best preserved,
and a height of about 0.5m. Vegetation had been
stripped off revealing a disturbed surface of natural
glacial till. The mound is presumed to be prehistoric,
possibly Bronze Age. It commands fine panoramic
views over the Tay estuary and surrounding areas to
the south and west. On the north side of the mound,
approximately 5m out from its centre, there appears

Illus 9 Location of site at Marketknowe (1), find spot of Pictish symbol stone (2)
and site of current church (3).
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to be an ill-defined ditch, between 2m and 3.5m in
width and varying in depth from 0.17m to 0.40m.
There has been some recent infilling with redeposited
natural till. It is uncertain whether or not this feature
is contemporary with the mound.

Market Knowe, Huntly Wood, Longforgan:
the archaeology
Derek Hall

Introduction
This excavation was carried out for Mr Andrew
Leonard on 4th–5th July 2011 in order to satisfy an
archaeological condition on planning consent, as
recommended by Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust. The
development area, proposed for housing, is immediately
adjacent to the Market Knowe (Scheduled Monument
2879), a possible large prehistoric burial cairn.
Archaeological background (Illus 9 and 10)
The first phase of archaeological evaluation on this site
in December 2010 located a single stone built long cist
(Cist 1) to the rear of the standing workshop building in
the footprint of the proposed new house and associated
drainage (Hall 2010). Following this discovery it was
recommended that a further phase of evaluation should
be undertaken with the aim of stripping as much of the
proposed new development plot as was feasible. This
second phase of evaluation located another possible
stone long cist 8.40m to the E of Cist 1. Full excavation
of both of the cists was recommended prior
to redevelopment of the site.

0

5 metres

Results of investigations
The soil and plastic backfill over the top of Cist 1
was carefully removed and a buffer zone of 0.30m
was cleaned up around it. Excavation then continued
by hand with each stage being carefully recorded by
photography, planning and field notes.

Illus 10 Location plan of proposed new house in relation
to the Market Knowe showing position of Long Cists 1
and 2.

Cist 1 (Illus 11–13)
The fully exposed stone long cist was planned and
photographed; it was noticeable that the slabs at the
west end had sunk 0.07m below the level of the large
capstone. The two slabs at the west end had probably
originally been a single stone that had become split
in two longitudinally. When the top large capstone
was removed another slab was revealed lying directly
below it. When all of the capstones had been removed,
a deposit of loose and voided dark grey brown silty
clay with occasional stones, filling the entire cist, was
exposed. The cist measured 1.6m in length and was 1m
wide with a base constructed of flat stones. When the fill
was removed, exposing the base of the cist, there was no
trace of any surviving skeletal material at all. Following
Illus 11 General view of Long Cist 1 pre-excavation,
Market Knowe visible behind fence in background.
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Illus 12 Long Cist 1 totally excavated showing base and side walls.
the recording of the stone base all of the stone lining
was removed, revealing a deposit of grey black silty
clay and charcoal behind the western end stone. This
was sampled for radiocarbon dating. Final removal
of all of the stone lining and fill revealed a cut in the
natural clay, containing deeper narrower slots for both
the end stones and two of the diagonally opposing side
stones. On final excavation the bottom of the grave cut
lay at 0.39m below the level of natural.

Cist 2 (Illus 14 and 15)
A single flat stone survived at the western end of the
cist. The deposit on which it lay was removed to reveal
a shallow cut in the natural clay which survived to

0

1 metre

Illus 13 Plan of Long Cist 1 at different stages
of excavation.

0

1 metre

Illus 14 Cross sections of Long Cist 1 after excavation.

Illus 15 View of only surviving stone slab of Long Cist
2, looking west.
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a depth of 0.12m. As in Cist 1 there was no trace of
any skeletal material. It is a great pity that no bones
survived in either cist to enable an assessment of the sex
and status of the burials. This may be due to the very
acidic soil conditions present in material which filled
Cist 1 and the fact that Cist 2 appeared to have been
badly damaged at some stage in the past. No other cist
burials were located on any other part of the proposed
housing site.
Radiocarbon dating (Illus 16)
1 metre

Pitkerro
A metatarsal bone from the left foot of the Pitkerro
skeleton was submitted for radiocarbon dating to
the laboratories of SUERC (Scottish Universities
Environmental Research Centre) at East Kilbride (Site
Code DD56, Context 12, Lab Code SUERC-42978
(GU28717)). A radiocarbon age of 1507 ± 29 BP was
obtained from this specimen, providing a calibrated
date of AD 530–635 (83.2% probability).

A 14C date from a charcoal sample (Context 5) recovered
from behind the W end slab of Cist 1 yielded a calibrated
date at 95.4% probability of 420–590 AD (SUERC 35947
1545±30 BP).

Ballumbie
For comparison, data from a W–E oriented cist burial
located below the E wall of a medieval church at
Ballumbie, Kellas, near Dundee is stated here. In total,
44 cists were recorded from the site, of which only 14
retained evidence of human remains. The human bone
sample found below the E wall of the church (DD45,
Context 747; SUERC-15520) produced a calibrated 14C
date of AD 560–660 at 95% probability, (1435±35 BP),
overlapping chronologically with both Pitkerro and
Market Knowe.

0

Market Knowe

Illus 16 Plan of Long Cist 2 at different stages of
excavation and final cross sections.

Discussion
At least two other long cists are known to have
been found near the present site at Pitkerro (Illus 2).
In 1902, workmen digging a drain near the south
entrance gateway to Pitkerro House found a long cist
about 128m (140 yards) E of the lodge and 13.71m (15
yards) N of the road. According to Hutcheson (1909,
317–8), it lay at a depth of 0.35m (14in) and measured
1.71m (5ft 7½in) long and 0.30m (12in) deep, slightly
smaller than the present cist. The width of the cist

Illus 17 Cailbrated Radiocarbon dates for Pitkerro, Longforgan and Ballumbie.
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tapered from 0.45m (18in) at the head to 0.40m (16in)
at the centre to 0.20m (8in) at the feet. The base of
the cist comprised flat stone fragments. Each side of
the cist comprised three slabs set on edge and each
end comprised a single slab, that at the foot sloping
outwards slightly. There were no capstones, which had
probably been removed by ploughing, and the cist was
filled with soil. The cist contained human bones but
these had been dug out by the workmen. The cist was
aligned approximately E–W with the head at the west
end (ibid).
In 1906 a second long cist was found by workmen
quarrying a mound for road-making at Pitkerro, 274m
(300 yards) ‘northwards’ of Pitkerro House. It lay
0.68m (2ft 3in) below the surface and measured 1.77m
(5ft 10in) long, 0.38m wide (15in) and 0.30m (12in)
deep. Each side and end comprised a single slab, which
was embedded in the natural subsoil; the end slabs
projected beyond the side slabs. The base of the cist
comprised two close-set slabs, ‘pinched off’ along one
edge to fit within the sides. The capstone(s) had been
partially removed, but the remaining slab projected
well beyond the sides. This cist, which had contained
human bones in soil dug out by the workmen, was
dug into the highest part of an ‘irregular, longitudinal
mound of stony clay’ and was aligned E–W (ibid,
318–19).
The longitudinal mound, into which this second
long cist was dug, can be compared with the round
mound at Pitkerro, on whose edge the two present cists
were found. Although Hutcheson (ibid) noted that the
longitudinal mound merited further examination, it
does not seem that any further investigation took place.
Certainly the round mound at the new cemetery was
not investigated. Therefore, it is not known whether
either mound is natural, man-made or a natural mound
with additions.
The W–E orientation of the present cist at Pitkerro,
with the head facing east, appears to indicate a Christian
burial, an interpretation supported by the calibrated
date at 83.2% probability of AD 530–635 (SUERC
42978 1507+/-29) obtained from a metatarsal bone
from the skeleton. The finding of a second cist nearby
of similar orientation would suggest that the site
attracted early Christian burials. The two earlier long
cists noted by Hutcheson were also on W–E alignment.
The mounds in both cases may have attracted burials
in proximity to the Bronze Age cairn of Cairn Greg
further east. Both pairs of cists represent individual or
small groups of burials of Iron Age or Early Christian
date similar to examples known elsewhere in Perthshire
and Angus. The radiocarbon date obtained from the
present skeleton fits an emerging pattern of small
groups of Early Christian or possible Early Christian
burials producing calibrated radiocarbon dates of the
fifth–seventh centuries (Winlow 2010).
However, Dunbar and Maldonado (2012) have
studied the incidence of east-oriented graves without
grave goods throughout Angus and concluded that
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the orientation is also found in graves which predate the arrival of Christianity. Winlow’s (2010)
reconsideration of long cists at Kingoodie, and
elsewhere in Perthshire, Angus and Fife also found
no clear separation between Iron Age and Early
Christian burial practices. It appears that existing
burial rites were borrowed by the earliest Christians
in Scotland (Dunbar and Maldonado 2012, 75) and
that W–E orientation was a continuation of an Iron
Age tradition. Grave goods, objects, sometimes of a
totemic nature, sometimes more mundane, placed with
the inhumation, and which had been associated with
pagan burials throughout prehistory, were perhaps
already beginning to disappear in the Iron Age in
Scotland and where they do occur, are often found to
be scant (ibid). In fact some Early Christian burials
at Barhobble, Dumfries and Galloway included items
which may be considered as heirlooms or amulets
(for example, a flint scraper and various iron objects)
and which must also be considered as grave goods
(McLaren 2012, 73).
Further, there is no evidence of either later burials
or a chapel or church at Pitkerro, unlike the cist burials
at Ballumbie, where there was a later burial ground
attached to a medieval chapel or parish church (Hall
and Cachart 2005). Pitkerro lies within the medieval
and modern parish of Monifieth. Elsewhere in the same
parish, human remains and the apparent foundations
of a church were found (Crerar 1962; Mechan 1984) at
Eglismonichto or Eglismonichty, now Barnhill. Whilst
the place name appears to be early medieval, the
archaeology of Eglismonichty was disturbed and the
site’s origin as an Early Christian Church is unproven.
This perhaps indicates that the Pitkerro burials may
not have a Christian origin.
Regarding Longforgan, both of the long cists
recovered at the development site can be regarded
as satellite burials to the Market Knowe. The 14C
date from behind the W end slab of Cist 1 yielded a
calibrated date at 95.4% probability of 420–590 AD
(SUERC 35947 1545+/-30 BP) which is indicative of a
date within the later Iron Age/Pictish period adding yet
another dating strand to this complicated monument
which in a similar manner to the Pitkerro mound may
originate as a Prehistoric burial mound. It is not clear
whether the ‘stone coffins’ recorded in the Ordnance
Survey Name Book of 1861 could be associated with
these excavated two long cists although the description
of them does match. It is of interest that an entry in
the Ordnance Survey Name Book of 1854 refers to a
similar discovery at the Gallows Knowe, Longforgan
which lies some 4km to the North West (NO 2517
3373), suggesting that such burial monuments may
be quite common in the Carse of Gowrie and in the
vicinity of Dundee. Indeed the excavators at Ballumbie
were of the opinion that the long cist cemetery below
the medieval church was also inserted into a preexisting mound part of which is still traceable beyond
the site boundary.
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On the basis of date, orientation and absence of grave
goods, the Pitkerro and Longforgan burials would fit
into either the pagan or the Early Christian tradition
and are possibly best considered as transitional. The
fact that both have close associations with earlier burial
mounds or cairns implies a certain reverence or at least
a sense of ownership of the geographical area. It was
probably no accident which led to the choice of the
mound at Pitkerro since it commands wide views over
the Tay estuary to Norman’s Law in Fife, to Dundee
Law, and to the Sidlaw Hills. Some distance upriver,
the Market Knowe would have had a very similar
panoramic view over the Tay to Fife. The mounds
themselves could have been perceived as symbols of
unity with or belonging to the landscape, while the
ancestors offered their protection by ‘overlooking’
the living.
Finally it is worth mentioning the mitigation
strategies adopted in dealing with the two sites. At
Longforgan, the mound lay outside the development
area and both its satellite cists were removed and
recorded. As no skeletal remains persisted within the
cists, the question of preservation in situ did not arise.
At Pitkerro however, one skeleton had survived. The
cists were carefully recapped and both they and the
associated mound were left in place. Since the area
around the cists is intended as a quiet place to be used
for the scattering of modern cremation ashes there was
no valid need to disturb an interment with a prior claim
to burial within the cemetery.
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Abstract
Two rescue excavations of long cists at Pitkerro by
Dundee and Market Knowe, Longforgan are described
and discussed in the light of possible evidence for
reuse of earlier Prehistoric monuments, and their
similar carbon dates within the mid sixth / early
seventh centuries ad. Although lacking in grave
goods and oriented W–E, there is insufficient evidence
to determine whether the burials are pagan or Early
Christian.
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