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Donation to Crieff Library
Strathearn Archaeological and
Historical Society has donated a
copy of the TAFAC Journal, Volume
Six, 2000, for use in the local
studies reference section of Crieff
Community Campus library. This
issue contains a 34 page interdisciplinary study on the history of
the cross, prepared by Mark Hall,
Katherine Forsyth, Isabel
Henderson, Ian Scott, Ross TrenchJellicoe and Angus Watson.
Commenting on the donation, Ian
Hamilton, chair of the society said
‘We are delighted that the library
has accepted this modest, yet very
significant piece of research,
especially at a time when there is
much debate and controversy about
the future location of the cross and
its sister monuments the Mercat
cross and the town stocks – as well
as other artefacts, such as the
Provosts’ chair. It has been
immensely helpful, in debate and
public consultation, to be able to
refer to this volume as a totally
objective source of well-researched
information’.
‘I would also take this opportunity to
thank the many Tayside, and
Glasgow and Edinburgh based
archaeologists, museum staff, and
university academics who have

helped our small band of enthusiasts

in Crieff to promote the value of
community engagement with
archaeology’ ‘We do have a vision
– to create a form of ‘archaeology
trail’ within the grounds of the
campus, based around the
immensely popular re-imagining
of the Pittentian timber circle
(unveiled by William and Kate,
Earl and Countess of Strathearn,
in May 2014), a possible number
of other interpretation panels
relating to other monuments –
such as the Broich cursus and the
site of the Crieff ‘Stayt’ – and,
hopefully, the relocation of all
three Crieff monuments to within
the campus library. Such a
concept would be unique’’.
Ian Hamilton

The Cradle of Scotland Exhibition
continues at Perth & Kinross
Museum & Art Gallery until 26th
June
78 George Street, Perth PH1 5LB
Tel: 01738 632488
museum@pkc.gov.uk

The Roman bronze patera from Castle Craig,
Pairney Farm – one of the many superb finds from
SERF excavations now on display in the Cradle of
Scotland Exhibition.
Image copyright: Glasgow University.

Treaty of Perth Conference
The Society of Northern Studies is
holding a weekend conference to
mark the 750th Anniversary of the
Treaty of Perth at the Museum and
Art Gallery on 27th and 28th
August. The programme is still
under development and we will
circulate details as soon as we have
them.
A medieval copy of the treaty is
going to be on display in the
museum until 28th August.

Open Tues-Sat 10.00am-5.00pm
Open Sun 10.00am-5.00pm
The exhibition charts the on-going
project to excavate the
landscapes of Forteviot,
uncovering and sharing its rich
prehistoric and early medieval
stories. Forteviot’s role as a
Pictish palace and church site
made it pivotal in the birth of the
Scottish kingdom. A powerful
range of objects from a Bronze
Age gold and bronze dagger to
Pictish sculptures are displayed
together for the first time.
FREE ENTRY

There was no shortage of volunteers at the Big Dig
in Abernethy (see next page)

Museum of Abernethy
The museum will be open this year
from 7th May to 2nd October,
Wednesday to Sunday 2 – 5pm. The
main highlights this year will be
thanks to our collaboration with the
Tay Landscape Partnership. The two
Pictish stones on display in the
museum have been cleaned and
conserved and will have special
mounts and lighting to show them off
properly, along with new information
panels. They have been scanned
(below) by AOC Archaeology Group
Ltd and the digital file meshes will be
available to view on the website
soon.

The Wee Big Dig community
excavation will be back in Abernethy
from the 3rd to 5th June, seeing local
people digging 1m x 1m test pits in
their gardens and other selected
locations with the help of

professional archaeologists,
aiming to plot historical activity
across this ancient village.
During the 2015 dig test-pits were
excavated in both the front and
the back of the proposed burgage
plots and around 1000 artifacts
were found, the majority of which
represented Victorian discarded
rubbish, but fragments of clay
pipe dating from the 17th to the
20th century and sherds of
medieval and post-medieval
pottery were recovered. These
included five sherds of East
Coast White Gritty Ware dating to
the 12th – 14th century and one of
these is likely to come from an
early (possibly 12th century)
domestic cooking vessel. It is
exciting to have this physical
evidence of the domestic
activitygoing on at about the time
that the Culdees Monastery was
converted to an Augustinian
priory (1272).

Hillfort surveys in Perthshire
Since the publication of the last newsletter (No. 24) in September, the
Landscape Survey team at HES has surveyed forts at Hilton, immediately south
of Perth, Dun Knock at Dunning, and Castle Craig and Ben Effrey, both on
Pairney Farm, near Auchterarder. All four sites have been excavated by the
SERF project and the HES survey plans will be used to illustrate the final
report. The fort on Rossie Law will be planned in May or early June.
At Hilton, perhaps the most important aspect of the survey was the information
gained from the present owner that when the house on the fort was built in the
early 1960s an enormous amount of earth was brought onto the site from Perth
in order to create a landscaped garden. So much soil was brought in that
nothing of the inner enclosure of the fort is now visible, though the possibility
exists that original features may still survive below the modern deposits.
At Castle Craig the recent survey has mapped all the archaeological features,
identifying a possible round-house in the interior and hitherto unrecognised
lengths of rampart wall-face (see next page).

View of Castle Craig showing the summit enclosure and the quarry below that may have been opened up to
provide stone for the construction of the broch. Image copyright: John Sherriff.

Outer wall-face of the rampart on the north side of the Castle Craig fort. Image copyright: John Sherriff.

LEFT: Aerial image (HES Copyright) of the
fort on Dun Knock, Dunning. Survey in
March by HES has recorded a suite of
previously unrecognised defences surviving
as earthworks in the woodland.

Kilmagadwood Bronze Age Fair
For a glimpse of life (and death!) in Kinross-shire over three millennia ago,
come to the Kilmagadwood Bronze Age Fair. This event explores the recently
discovered, rare group of prehistoric pots from Kilmagadwood, their contents
and the science used to elucidate archaeological information. Meet the
archaeologists who’ve been involved in the excavation and analysis of
artefacts. Find out about prehistoric technologies with demonstrations from
living prehistory experts in ceramics, organic crafts and metalworking.
Discover the archaeology of the eastern shores of Loch Leven and other
wonderful archaeology that’s been found here.Lots to see and do, and plenty
of activities for children.
Portmoak Village Hall, Kilmagadwood, Saturday 11th June, 11.00 – 16.00, Free

The Fair Maid’s House: The story of a building, a trade, a
city, and a fair maid.
This is the title of a new 48 page illustrated booklet published by Perth
University of the Third Age (U3A) in association with the Royal Scottish
Geographical Society (RSGS), with financial support from Perth Common
Good Fund.
A group of U3A members with very limited prior experience of researching
local history set out to gather together what is known about the building
and its associations, and to provide a publication designed to appeal to
visitors to the city and local people interested in its heritage.
Their 4 year quest has unearthed a few new insights into the building, but
above all it has brought together existing knowledge in a readable,
extensively illustrated booklet. It looks first at medieval Perth before tracing
the history of the site and its surroundings up to 1899. It then has sections
on The Glover Incorporation of Perth, the house from 1900 to the present
and Sir Walter Scott’s contribution to its fame.
It would have been impossible to add to the archaeological research
undertaken by Alder Archaeology, which is available in a Watching Brief
published in 2011, so the booklet has limited archaeological content.
Instead it seeks to describe its long history and the breadth of its
significance to Perth – a significance which has sadly been neglected at
times but which now has an increasingly high profile and a settled role as
the headquarters of RSGS.
The booklet costs £3.00 and will be available in the A K Bell Library, the
Tourist Information Office and at other outlets. It can be ordered by post
from Perth U3A, 15 Spoutwells Place, Scone, PH2 6NY, price £4.30 to cover
p&p. Cheques payable to ‘Perth U3A’.

