Illus 1 Location map (© Crown copyright RCAHMS).
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Introduction
The writing of this paper was prompted by the recent
recording of a number of socket stones in Aberdeenshire, Angus, Dundee and Perth and Kinross, part of
a wider programme of recording carved and sculptured
stones in NE Scotland by the Royal Commission on
the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland
(RCAHMS). Socket stones have previously received
scant attention, a point recently made by Fisher (2005),
and they are certainly under-represented in the archaeological record.
A recent assessment, carried out for the National
Committee on the Carved Stones of Scotland as a first
step in the compilation of a modern corpus of early
medieval sculpture, listed approximately 1800 stones
of all classes. The sculpture ranged from the most
highly decorated monuments to simple incised crosses,
but, working within strict constraints, the project was
not able to include socket stones in its survey. To date,
the most detailed accounts of any of these monuments
in Scotland, including cross-bases of both early and later
medieval date, are embodied in the RCAHMS inventories of the monuments of Argyll (see reference list).
Four of the eight socket stones described in this
paper were brought to the attention of the authors
by third parties, their significance having only been
recognised recently. The principal purpose of this
short note is to bring the subject of socket stones to
the notice of a wider audience, in the expectation
that other monu-ments of this type will be reported.
The socket stones included in this paper do not form
a comprehensive list of such monuments in eastern
Scotland, but they are a representative sample. The
authors have not sought to present any type of formal
classification or dating for the socket stones, but where
parallels can be drawn, pertinent associations established, or reasonable inferences made, this has been done.
A short description of each of the eight socket stones
is provided below. More details about the stones,
including fuller references, can be found by logging on
to Canmore at the RCAHMS website: www.rcahms.gov.
uk, or by consulting the appropriate local Sites and
Monuments Record.

are two forms of socket in eastern Scotland — those
that were designed to host slabs and those that once
held pillars. The former are long, relatively narrow,
slots, which may or may not penetrate the full thickness
of the host stone. Some, such as the example from St
Ringan’s Cairn (Illus 3) are of mortise type, designed
to accept a slab with a tenon foot. There is a greater
variety to the shape of the sockets that once held pillars,
a direct reflection not only of their use over a much
greater length of time than the simple slots, but their
use in a broader variety of monuments. In eastern
Scotland there is no evidence for the composite slabbuilt box-type sockets that Fisher has recently described
and illustrated from the west of Scotland (2001, 16–17,
54–55, Illus 29 and 30). Sockets in recumbent sculptured monuments, such as those at Meigle (RCAHMS
1994, 88–103) and St Vigeans, discussed recently
by Henderson and Henderson (2004), are noted
briefly below.
Whereas it is likely that most of the slabs that were
once held within slotted sockets will be of early medieval date, the pillars that were once secured within
square, rectangular, polygonal or round sockets could
range in date from as early as the Pictish period to as
late as post-medieval times. The various types of pillar
include freestanding crosses, wayside and boundary
markers and market crosses.

The Monuments
Camperdown House (King’s Cross), Dundee (Illus 2)
NO 3583 3292; NO33SE 14

Description
This large sandstone boulder is situated 40m SW of
Camperdown House, in parkland adjacent to the golf
course that now occupies the W part of the former
policies of the country house. The boulder measures
1.05m from N to S by 0.95m transversely and at least
0.54m in thickness; the rectangular socket, which
is situated at the centre of the flat upper surface,
measures about 230mm by 140mm, though its lip
has been damaged and eroded, and 180mm in depth.

What are socket stones?

Context

A socket stone is a large boulder or slab containing a
hollow (the socket) in its upper surface in which the
foot of a stone or wooden pillar or slab can be housed,
securing it against excessive lateral movement. There

In the mid-19th century this socket stone, known as the
‘King’s Cross’ or ‘Standard Stone’ stood on a possible
burial mound (NO33SE 31) some 2.5km E of its present
position, and, together, they marked the junction of
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Illus 2 1:25 drawings of the socket stones from Camperdown House, Clochridgestone, Gallow Hill and Inverkeilor.
(© Crown copyright RCAHMS).
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three parish boundaries: Liff and Benvie to the W;
Mains and Strathmartine to the NE; Dundee to the SE.
This boundary is depicted on both the 1st and 2nd
editions of the OS 6-inch map (1865, sheet LIV; 1903,
sheet LIV.NW) and only changed as the city of Dundee
expanded in the 20th century. However, the stone was
removed from here sometime between 1865 and 1903,
and it was first recorded at its present location in 1939
(Macintosh, 177–80).
The original use of the socket stone was probably
as the base of a free-standing cross, probably of early
medieval date, and possibly marking a contemporary
cemetery. The writer of the entry for the parish of Liff
and Benvie in the Statistical Account (1791–99, vol. 13,
116) noted the discovery of up to ten burials, orientated
with their heads to the W, in ‘another little hill’ not
very remote from this’ [the King’s Stone], and in 1842 a
skeleton was found within ‘6–8 yards’ (4.8–6.4m) of the
stone (NSA 1845, 580). No further burials were reported when the mound was destroyed by the construction
of the Kingsway dual-carriageway in the 1960s.
Clochridgestone, Glenfarg, Perth and Kinross
(Illus 2 and 6)
NO 1464 1342; NO11SW 2

Description
This socket stone is situated on the summit of a low
rise in waste ground 40m NNE of the farmhouse at
Clochridgestone. The location is largely hemmed in by
higher, steep-sided hills, and the most extensive view is
to the S, overlooking Glenfarg. The stone is a glacial
erratic, measuring 1.38m from E to W by a maximum
of 0.92m transversely and at least 0.55m in thickness.
On its flat upper surface there is a rectangular slot,
780mm by 100mm and up to 120mm in depth, the edges
of which are heavily eroded.

Context
Providing a context for the possibly eponymous socket
stone at Clochridgestone is difficult. On the one hand it
clearly once hosted a substantial stone slab and must,
in the absence of other viable associations, be of early
medieval date. On the other hand, the slab it once held
is lost and the site is not directly associated with any
known church or chapel site. Although the stone is
situated only 350m NE of the boundary between the
parishes of Dron, in which the stone lies, and Arngask
to the SW, it is unlikely to have been a boundary marker.
The boundary, where it is closest to the stone, is formed
by the gully of the Fildie Burn, and earlier boundaries
will more than likely have also followed the course of
this natural feature.
A more probable explanation of the stone is as some
form of wayside marker. The stone is situated in a prominent position overlooking, directly to the W, the
Wicks o’ Baiglie, a natural cleft or pass through the
Ochil Hills that was followed by the old coach road

between Queensferry and Perth (Roy 1747–55). This
road remained the principal route between the east end
of Strathearn and all points S until the turnpike road
(modern A912) was constructed through Glenfarg at
the end of the 18th century.
Gallow Hill, Tealing, Angus (Illus 2)
NO 3966 4066; NO34SE 49

Description
This possible socket stone is situated in rough pasture
on the S face of Gallow Hill 1.4km N of Balcalk
farmsteading, from where extensive views are enjoyed
to the S. The boulder is an earthfast glacial erratic,
which measures 1.48m from ESE to WNW by 0.85m
transversely and at least 0.45m in thickness. The flat
top bears an incised cross and a shallow rectangular
socket or groove, the sides of which have been crudely
cut. This slot measures 300mm by 90mm and up to
40mm in depth; its SSW end breaks through the edge
of the boulder.

Context
The context for this socket stone may be provided by
the small incised cross on its upper surface. Such
crosses are associated with early religious establishments, including churches and chapels, but they are also
linked with medieval and post-medieval parish boundaries. Although the stone is situated 200m S of the
present Glamis/Tealing parish boundary, a lengthy
section of that march to the NE of Gallow Hill is defined by a series of boulders bearing incised crosses of
similar design to that on the socket stone. It seems
reasonable, therefore, to suggest that the socket stone
probably once lay on an earlier line of the parish
boundary. However, comparatively little work has been
done on boundary markers in Scotland and it would be
unwise at this point to push the date of the majority of
incised crosses back before the post-medieval period.
The presence of the socket in the stone, on the other
hand, suggests its use as some form of marker at an
earlier time, and it is difficult to find a context for such
a feature outside the early medieval period. If so, then
the marking of the boulder with an incised cross was
simply an affirmation of its continuing use as a
boundary marker.
Inverkeilor Parish Church, Angus (Illus 2)
NO 6643 4961; NO64NE 1.02

Description
Situated in the W corner of the burial-ground of the
parish church, adjacent to the SW side of a burial aisle,
this socket stone is a bun-shaped block of red sandstone measuring at least 0.84m from NNW to SSE by
0.78m transversely. Only the uppermost part of the
stone is now visible, standing some 0.18m in height,
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Illus 3 1:25 drawings of the socket stones from Monifieth, Moredun Top, Pitmuies and St Ringan’s Cairn. (© Crown
copyright RCAHMS).

105

Eight socket stones from eastern Scotland

but tentative probing has shown it to be at least 0.41m
in thickness. The rectangular socket, which measures
250mm in depth, widens from a subrectangular bottom
(300mm by 110mm) to a longer and much broader opening that has certainly been very heavily eroded and has
also probably been reworked.

the shaft of the cross (Allen and Anderson 1903, vol. 2,
245, Fig. 259A).

Context

Description

Except for possibly the example at Monifieth (see below),
the socket stone in the burial ground of Inverkeilor
parish church is the only one of the eight described
in this paper to survive in a distinctively religious setting.
It is almost certainly not in its original position within
the burial ground, having been obviously placed adjacent to the wall of a burial aisle, but it has probably
not been moved far. It is most likely to have once housed
a freestanding cross of early medieval date.
Monifieth, (The Font stone), Angus (Illus 3)
NO 4907 3252; NO43SE 24

This socket stone is situated on the crest of the inner
rampart on the S side of the fort on the summit of
Moredun Top, where it commands spectacular views
to the S, over the E end of Strathearn. The stone is a
rectangular slab of red sandstone measuring 1.43m
from E to W by 1.08m transversely and up to 0.3m in
thickness. The octagonal socket, which sits at the centre
of a broad, shallow depression that traverses the upper
surface of the stone from N to S, measures up to 335mm
across by 180mm in depth. A collar around the edge of
the socket measures about 80mm in thickness by 30mm
in height.

Description

Context

The Font Stone is an earthfast red sandstone block,
measuring 1.31m from NE to SW by 1.18m transversely
and at least 0.54m in thickness. The NW, NE and
SE sides have been crudely dressed, and the roughly
square socket, which measures 350mm by 320mm and
190mm in depth, is situated at the centre of the flat
upper surface.

The socket stone on the summit of Moredun Top
appears to have been used as the base of a flagstaff
depicted on both the 1st and 2nd editions of the
Ordnance Survey 25-inch map (Perthshire 1867 and
1901, sheet XCVIII.14). Its appearance, however,
suggests a greater antiquity and its octagonal socket
is indicative of late medieval kirkyard crosses, such as
that at Strathlachlan Old Parish Church at Kilmorie in
Argyll (Illus 4; RCAHMS 1992, No. 75), and of market
crosses of 16th or 17th century date.
The present location of the stone on the summit of
the hill indicates that it probably served as a boundary
marker at the junction of three parishes — Perth on the
NW; Rhynd on the NE; Dunbarney on the S. This may
be the junction depicted on three early maps, Stobie
(1783), Thomson (1832) and Knox (1850). By 1866,
however, the intersection of the parish boundaries lay
200m NE of the socket stone, on the back slope of the
hill, where it is depicted on the 1st edition of the OS 6inch map (Perthshire 1866, sheet XCVIII). The reason
or reasons behind this apparent change in the positions
of the boundaries is beyond the scope of this paper.

Context
The Font Stone, has occupied its present position since
at least the first half of the 19th century and it is depicted in ‘Font Stone Wood’ on the 1st edition of the OS 6inch map (Forfarshire 1865, sheet LIV). Since then the
woodland has been incorporated into a modern housing
development and the stone now lies enclosed within the
garden of a private house. The stone lies 460m WNW
of Monifieth parish church, whose early medieval significance is demonstrated both by the sculpture that has
been recovered from its vicinity and by the historical
sources that document a Culdee community surviving
here into the early 13th century. It is worth noting that
the 12th century version of the foundation legend of St
Andrews claims that the boundary of the early monastery there was marked with stone crosses (Anderson
1976, 3). Might the Font Stone have marked the bounds
of the abthein lands of Monifieth, which were granted
to the Abbey of Arbroath in the 13th century (Cowan
and Easson 1976, 50)?
A roughly contemporary, ie ninth/tenth century,
context for the use of stones with square sockets is
provided by the depiction of a ring-headed cross on
the Class III slab from Aldbar, now preserved in Brechin
Cathedral (Illus 7). Here, the stylised depiction is of a
highly decorated freestanding cross set upon a square
base in which there is a square socket; two clerics flank

Moredun Top, Moncreiffe Hill, Perth and Kinross
(Illus 3 and 8)
NO 1360 1993; NO11SW 23.01

Pitmuies, Guthrie, Angus (Illus 3 and 8)
NO 5666 4997; NO54NE 4

Description
This socket stone, which houses a Pictish cross-slab,
is situated in the garden of Gardener’s Cottage at
Pitmuies House, having been moved there in the 19th
century from its previous location, close-by on the N
side of the Forfar to Arbroath road. The socket stone is
a red sandstone slab, which measures 1.62m from N to
S by 1.4m transversely and at least 0.18m in thickness.
At an unrecorded time in the past, possibly when the
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monument was moved to its present position, the socket
stone has broken, or been broken, and the two fragments are currently held together with two large iron
staples. The rectangular socket is situated at the centre
of the slab, but its exact shape and depth is obscured
by the cement fill that secures the cross-slab.

Context
In the absence of secure knowledge about the original
position of this stone, one is left to draw attention
to similar monuments. The Pitmuies stone probably
stood about 500m S of Guthrie Church, and an obvious
parallel is the Aberlemno roadside stone (Anderson and
Allen 1903, vol 2, 214–5) only 7km to the NW. However,
there is no other early medieval material recorded from
Guthrie church. If the cross-slab was not associated
with a specific church site, then a pertinent comparison
may be with the St Orland’s Stone, Cossans, which
stands isolated in a cultivated field 3.4km NE of the
early medieval church at Glamis and just a little further
SSE of the similarly dated church at Kirriemuir.
St Ringan’s Cairn, Cairn O’Mount, Aberdeenshire
(Illus 3)
NO 6549 7944; NO67NE 15

Description
Currently in Marischal Museum, Aberdeen, this socket
stone (Acc. No ABDUA: 90150) was discovered in 1965,
when material was being removed from St Ringan’s
Cairn (Small 1965, 24). This cairn, which at that time
measured 8.5m in diameter and 0.4m in height, is situated high up in the foothills of the Grampian Mountains,
very close to the traditional route that links the NE end
of Strathmore (the Howe of the Mearns) with Deeside.
The site commands extensive views to the S.
The socket stone is a rectangular slab of red sandstone conglomerate, measuring 1.14m by 0.8m and
0.32m in thickness, the surface of which has been
rendered uneven by the presence of small protruding
pebbles and the hollows left by inclusions that have
fallen out. The central rectangular mortise-type slot,
which measures a maximum of 700mm by 160mm and
penetrates the full thickness of the slab, is surrounded
by a raised collar.
Context
The stone from St Ringan’s Cairn on Redstone Hill is
curious because of the locally prominent yet comparatively isolated nature of its findspot. This location,
by the steeply climbing road over the Cairn o’Mount,
suggests that its original role was that of a wayside cross
or route marker (Small 1974). As a wayside cross, it
may have been intended as a focus for prayers for protection or of thanksgiving for travellers over the long
and exposed mountain route between the Mearns
and Deeside.

Illus 4 Scanned digital image (SC1062647) of a photograph (B15622) of the late medieval kirkyard cross at
Strathlachan, Argyll. (© Crown copyright RCAHMS).

The stone is depicted on both the 1st and 2nd
editions of the OS 6-inch map as part of a boundary
between two estates, but there is no evidence that it
might have served as a boundary marker in an earlier
period (Kincardineshire 1868, sheet XIX; 1904, sheet
XVIII.SE).
Close examination of the Pictish cross-slab (Illus 5;
ABDUA:39615), which was found at the same time as
the socket stone, indicates that it is not the stone that
was originally intended to be housed in the socket. This
strongly suggests that the socket stone and the crossslab are actually parts of two separate monuments,
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Illus 5 1:15 drawing of the cross-slab from St Ringan’s
Cairn, Aberdeenshire (© Crown copyright RCAHMS
SC1058010).

Illus 6 View of socket stone at Clochridgestone, Perth
and Kinross, from S; 1m photographic scale in 200mm
divisions (© Crown copyright RCAHMS DP 023094).

Illus 7 1:10 drawing of the Class III carved stone from
Albar, Angus, now preserved in Brechin Cathedral (©
Crown copyright RCAHMS SC1050149).
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possibly from an early Christian burial ground elsewhere, brought together to form a single monument
fulfilling an entirely different role.
Nevertheless, it is possible that it was this red sandstone cross-slab that inspired the Redstone place-name.
One might further speculate that the place-name Scolly’s
Cross (NO 651 877) at the foot of the possibly eponymous Greystane Hill, some 6km to the N, may preserve
the memory of a long vanished counterpart on the
northern approaches to the pass.

Discussion
Illus 8 View of socket stone at Moredun Top, Perth and
Kinross, from N; 1m photographic scale in 200mm
divisions (© Crown copyright RCAHMS DP 023135).

Illus 9 View of cross-slab and socket stone at Pitmuies,
Angus, taken from SE (© Crown copyright RCAHMS
DP 008372).

Form and parallels: cross-slabs
The obvious difficulty in interpreting most of the socket
stones described above is that the structure that provided the stone’s raison d’être is, in most cases, missing: all
that is left is a footprint. It is not surprising, therefore,
that in the past some of these monuments were variously explained as fonts or as the bases for battle-standards.
Once divorced from its superstructure, and in the
absence of systematic archaeological excavation,
identification of date, function and role is dependent
upon the physical form of the socket stone itself, its
location, and comparison with similar monuments.
With today’s greater appreciation of the role of medieval sculpture, most are now correctly interpreted either
as religious cross-bases or, as in the case of the stone
from Moredun Top, something that probably served
a more secular function.
The eight socket stones cover a wide range of forms,
from unshaped boulders and slabs at Clochridgestone,
Gallow Hill and Pitmuies, partly shaped blocks at
Camperdown House, Inverkeilor and Monifieth, to
dressed blocks and slabs at Moredun Top and St
Ringan’s Cairn. Similarly, the form of socket ranges
from a shallow groove at Gallow Hill to broad, welldefined oblong slots at Clochridgestone, Pitmuies and
St Ringan’s Cairn, to narrower subrectangular slots at
the Inverkeilor and Camperdown House, a well-defined
square at Monifieth, and an octagon at Moredun Top.
The two socket stones that are still each associated
with an early medieval cross-slab differ considerably in
form. A parallel for the use of a simple unshaped slab
as a socket stone at Pitmuies can be found in the Shandwick Stone, which, belying its highly accomplished
sculpture, is set in a comparatively small, undressed,
polygonal slab (James 2005, 95–6). On the other hand,
the socket stone from St Ringan’s Cairn is a regularly
shaped oblong block with a chamfered upper surface.
In this respect, comparison can be made with the
socket stone of the Aberlemno Roadside cross (Allen
and Anderson 1903, vol 2, 214–5). Although the upper
surface of the socket stone from St Ringan’s Cairn lacks
the additional decorative moulding of this two example,
it too was presumably intended to be a conspicuous
element of the monument.
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As far as the size of any particular missing slab is
concerned, some inferred information can be derived
from the form and size of its socket, though surviving
cross-slabs demonstrate considerable variation in the
detail of this relationship. The breadth of the upright
stone is a distinctive feature of some classes of early
medieval cross-slabs: conversely, the length of the slot in
a socket stone is a strong indicator of both the form and
date of the missing upright. With a socket measuring
780mm by 100mm, the stone at Clochridgestone is
likely to be the base of an early medieval cross-slab. It is
also probable that the missing upright was no broader,
or only minimally broader than the length of the socket.
By comparison with a range of intact crosses one might
conjecture that the Clochridgestone socket may have
held a cross-slab of comparable size to the 1.58m high
Fordoun stone (Allen and Anderson 1903, vol 2, 201–3).
The odd one out of the three socket stones that bear
narrow slots is that from Gallow Hill, Tealing, whose
meagre socket is set towards the edge of an unshaped
boulder and would have not have provided a secure
seating for a stone of any significant height. In terms
of size, however, the slot compares relatively favourably
with examples from western Scotland, in particular the
perforated slotted slabs from Iona and St Ciaran’s Cave
(Fisher 2001, 55, G and M) and the socketed boulder
from Cille Bhride, Whitehouse (Ibid, 55, L). More
pertinently, perhaps, mention should be made of the
small narrow slots of comparable size, but of more
careful manufacture, which are present on the upper
surface of recumbent sculptured monuments at Meigle
(RCAHMS 1994, 101, D and E) and St Vigeans (Nos 8
and 14, Allen and Anderson 1903, vol 2, 269, 273–4).
Form and parallels: freestanding crosses
In contrast to the sockets that once hosted cross-slabs,
the square socket of the Font Stone, Monifieth, can be
confidently interpreted as the base of a freestanding
cross. Although not as common as cross-slabs, perhaps
not least due to their greater vulnerability, early medieval freestanding crosses are represented in the archaeological record in Angus, Dundee and Perthshire by
crossheads at Forteviot (no 3; Allen and Anderson 1903,
vol 2, 326), St. Vigeans (nos 15 and 16; ibid, 274–5) and
Strathmartine (no 8; ibid, 266–7); by fragments of shafts
at Lethnot (ibid, 262–3), at Abernethy (nos 4 and 5;
ibid, 310), Carpow (ibid, 311–13), and Invermay (ibid,
327–8); and by the rare intact survivors at Dupplin (ibid,
319–21) and Camus’s Cross or Stone (Illus 10; Allen and
Anderson 1903, vol 2, 252–4).
An interesting, probably 8th century, depiction of
a freestanding cross complete with tenon, appears on
a Pictish symbol-incised slab at Alyth (Allen and Anderson 1903, vol 2, 286–7; RCAHMS 1990, 87, no 189, illus
189A). Examples of later medieval crosses are rare in
the area. One, in the churchyard at Fowlis Easter (Jervise
1870, 245) is one of two common types of later cross,

Illus 10 View from E of Camus’s Cross, Angus (©
Crown copyright RCAHMS DP 008507).

a rough hewn latin cross with a shaft of rectangular
section, set in a rectangular base. This shaft, however,
is smaller than that suggested by the Font Stone.
Although a fragmented early medieval cross-shaft
survives from Monifieth (no 2; Allen and Anderson
1903, vol 2, 229–30), a comparison of dimensions
indicates that this is too small to have been associated
with the Font Stone. The Dupplin Cross provides an
impression of the scale of a cross of roughly similar
shaft dimensions (450mm by 330mm), but also worthy
of note, perhaps significantly, is the similarity in the
overall form of the Font Stone with the ‘truncated
pyramid’ of the Dupplin Cross’s base (Fisher 2005, 88).

Conclusion
Socket stones are a valuable reminder of the vulnerability of the range of monuments that they once
formed part of, whether they were Pictish cross-slabs
or post-medieval market crosses. However, of particular
importance are the socket stones of those early medieval cross-slabs and freestanding crosses, which
otherwise no longer exist, at least in their original
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position. The recognition of these socket stones
provides further evidence not just of the geographic
distribution of carved stones, but of their use and
context within the landscape, for instance as wayside
markers. And where socket stones remain in situ, they
provide the first clue to where one should look for the
rest of the monument. For example, if the probable
cross-slab from Clochridgestone was not taken away in
its entirely, it is possible that fragments, which may still
be visible, have been built into the adjacent farmhouse
and steading. Further, the likelihood that the name
Redstone Hill, on which St Ringan’s Cairn stands, is
derived from the physical characteristics of the crossslab that once stood on the cairn also points to another
avenue of research. The case of St Ringan’s Cairn
suggests investigation in the vicinity of Scolly’s Cross
and Greystane Hill would also be in order.

Acknowledgements
The authors would like to thank all the owners who
have readily allowed access to examine and record the
socket stones on their land. The authors would also like
to thank the following individuals: David Henry for
drawing our attention to the stone at Inverkeilor; George
Currie for discovering and reporting the stone at Gallow
Hill, Tealing; Jack Stevenson at RCAHMS for recognising the importance of the stone at Moredun Top, for
drawing our notice to the boulder at Clochridgestone,
and for commenting on an early draft of this paper.
Christina Donald of the Leisure and Communities
Department, Dundee City Council is thanked for
supplying background information on the stone at
Camperdown House. Thanks also to Neil Curtis at
Marischal Museum, Aberdeen, for providing access
to both the socket stone and the cross-slab from St
Ringan’s Cairn. John Borland undertook the primary
recording of the socket stones included in this paper,
and all of the drawn illustrations are his work; many
thanks also to Heather Stoddart at the Commission
for producing illustration 1.

References
Allen, J R and Anderson, J 1903 The Early Christian
Monuments of Scotland. Edinburgh (1993 reprint by
Pinkfoot Press).
Anderson, M O 1976 ‘The Celtic Church in
Kinrimund’, in McRoberts, D (ed), The Medieval
Church of St Andrews. Glasgow.
Cowan, I B and Easson, D 1976 Medieval Religious
Houses: Scotland. London.

John Borland, Iain Fraser and John Sherriff

Fisher, I 2001 Early Medieval Sculpture in the West
Highlands and Islands. (RCAHMS and Soc of Antiq
monogr ser 1). Edinburgh.
Fisher, I 2005 ‘Christ’s cross down into the earth: some
cross-bases and their problems’, in Foster, S and
Cross, M (eds) Able Minds and Practised Hands, 85–
94. (Soc Med Arch Mon 23). Leeds.
Henderson, G and Henderson, I 2004 The art of the
Picts: sculpture and metalwork in early medieval
Scotland. London.
James, H F 2005 ‘Pictish cross-slabs: an examination of
their original archaeological context’, in Foster, S and
Cross, S (eds) Able Minds and Practised Hands, 95–
112. (Soc Med Arch Mon 23). Leeds.
Jervise, A 1870, ‘Notice regarding the foundation of the
church of Fowlis, in Gowrie’, Proc Soc Antiq Scot, 7
(1866–8), 241–8.
Knox, J 1850 Map of the Basin of the Tay, including the
greater part of Perth Shire, Strathmore and the Braes
of Angus or Forfar. National Library of Scotland.
Macintosh, M 1939 History of Dundee, and the
surrounding district, etc. Dundee.
NSA (1845) The New Statistical Account of Scotland.
Edinburgh.
RCAHMS 1971 Argyll: An Inventory of the Ancient
Monuments, vol 1 Kintyre. Edinburgh.
RCAHMS 1975 Argyll: An Inventory of the Ancient
Monuments, vol 2 Lorn. Edinburgh.
RCAHMS 1980 Argyll: An Inventory of the Monuments,
vol 3 Mull, Tiree, Coll and Northern Argyll.
Edinburgh.
RCAHMS 1982 Argyll: An Inventory of the Monuments,
vol 4 Iona. Edinburgh.
RCAHMS 1984 Argyll: An Inventory of the
Monuments, vol 5 Islay, Jura, Colonsay and Oronsay.
Edinburgh.
RCAHMS 1990 North-east Perth: an archaeological
landscape. Edinburgh.
RCAHMS 1992 Argyll: An Inventory of the
Monuments, vol 7 Mid Argyll (Medieval and Later
Monuments). Edinburgh.
Roy, W (1747–55) Military Survey of Scotland. British
Library. London.
Small, A 1965 Discovery Excav Scot, Annual publication
of the Council for Scottish Archaeology.
Small, A 1974 ‘Cairn o’ Mount—A Pictish routeway’,
The Deeside Field, third Series, vol 1, 8–11.
Stat. Acct. (1791–9) Statistical Account of Scotland.
Edinburgh.
Stobie, J 1783 The counties of Perth and Clackmannan.
National Library of Scotland.
Thomson, J 1832 Perthshire with Clackmannan.
National Library of Scotland.

Eight socket stones from eastern Scotland

Abstract
Eight socket stones from eastern Scotland, ranging in
date from the early medieval to post-medieval periods,
are described and illustrated.
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