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Neolithic carved stone ball secured for
Perth Museum
On the 9th March 2019 a fundraising appeal for the Neolithic
carved stone ball found at
Sheriffmuir reached its target of
£1,625. With matching funding
from the National Fund for
Acquisitions, the 4,000-year-old
stone ball’s assessed market value
of £3,250 is being made available
to Perth Museum, thus enabling it
to add this beautiful and
mysterious item to its collection of
a dozen plain and decorated
carved stone balls.
Under Scottish Treasure Trove law
the reward valuation, based on the
assessed market value of the find,
is payable to the finder.
(Landowners have no locus.) More
and more artefacts are coming to
light just as official funding for
their purchase decreases.
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Mark Hall, Collections Officer at Perth Museum, who acts as Archaeological
Adviser to the Perthshire Society of Natural Science’s Archaeological & Historical
Section, approached the Section Committee last summer to propose a partnership
arrangement with Perth Museum. His idea was that the Section should from time to
time use an on-line fundraising platform to generate funds for the purchase of
archaeological artefacts. Although museums can apply to the National Fund for
Acquisitions, they are expected to raise half the money needed.
It was agreed that, if the fundraising was successful, the Museum would display
the new item, fully acknowledging the contribution made by the PSNS. More
generally, it would explore ways of enabling PSNS members to have special access

to the workings of the Museum and its
collections, for example through basic
training in conservation. After due
discussion, including with PSNS
Council, it was agreed that the
Archaeological and Historical Section
would undertake a pilot project. A
Museum Acquisitions Focus Group was
formed to take the matter forward.
The discussions coincided with the
optimistic expectation that Perth
Museum and Art Gallery would be
invited to secure a beautifully carved
sandstone ball, found on Sheriffmuir in
the foothills of the Ochil Hills. In
January 2019 Perth Museum received
formal confirmation that the Sheriffmuir
ball had been allocated to it. The
notification allowed the Museum two
months in which to raise the sum of
£3,250, the ball’s assessed market
value.
The PSNS Museum Acquisitions Focus
Group launched the appeal on the
“JustGiving” fundraising platform on 23
January, receiving the first donation
within a few minutes of going on-line.
The receipt of the donation, which
reached and slightly exceeded the
target, was made at about midnight on
the night of 8-9 March.
The Sheriffmuir ball is a particularly fine
and highly decorated example of its
kind. Of the 250 carved balls found in
Scotland, fewer than 50 have been
highly decorated. Carved balls like this
are generally dated around 3200-2500
BC in Britain. In addition to the 520
balls found in Scotland, a very few have
been found elsewhere – in the North of
England, Ireland and Norway. The latest
find is one of the most southerly of the
Scottish balls.
No-one knows why these stones were
carved and there are many theories
about what they were, including toys,
ornaments, offensive weapons and
ceremonial weapons. All about seven
centimetres in diameter, they fit
comfortably into the palm of an adult
hand.

A 19th century illustration of an elaborately
decorated carved stone ball from Towie in
Aberdeenshire.

Dr Anderson-Whymark, Curator of
Prehistory at National Museums
Scotland says: “These artefacts have
captured the imagination for more than
150 years and despite much debate
we’re still not certain how they were
used.”
In 2011, Louise Tait, a glass artist, made
a glass interpretation of one of the
carved balls on display in an Exhibition
in Perth Museum. She comments on
the Sheriffmuir ball: “These mysterious
carved stone balls have confounded
scholars around the world and their
enigma continues to fascinate me and
inspire my work. Every new discovery
is of enormous value in itself and
deserves our curiosity and attention.”
In the light of experience gained during
this fundraising campaign, the Section
is likely to consider future requests to
assist the Museum acquire further
archaeological items. First of all,
however, we are looking forward to
seeing the Sheriffmuir ball and to
learning more of Museum plans for
closer engagement with our members.
Margaret Borland-Stroyan
President, Archaeological & Historical
Section, PSNS.

The story of the Dunkeld Community Archive
The origins of the Archive lie in the
idea of a Dunkeld Cathedral Chapter
House Museum. This was first mooted
by the Society of Friends of Dunkeld
Cathedral in the early 1990’s and by
1994 a small museum was established
in the Chapter House and the Chapter
House Museum Trust was created. In a
garret up 42 steps of a spiral staircase
documents, books and records
relevant to the history of the Cathedral
and the Parish of Dunkeld began to be
collected and a small archive and
library was formed.
In 1999 The Scottish Horse Museum in
Dunkeld closed and its collection was
dispersed. All the regimental records
and photographs were rescued by the
Chapter House Museum and added to
the archives held in the garret.
In 2012 the Trustees decided that the
garret was too small and inconvenient
and they looked for an alternative
location. By 2013 they had bought the
disused Public Toilet in the Cross,
money was raised from the Heritage
Lottery Fund, The Griffin Fund and
other smaller trusts and the building
was converted it into a purpose-built
archive and reading room and the
contents moved into the new building
in a March snow storm. This has made
the Archive much more accessible
and much more comfortable to work
in.
The Archive consists of two separate
parts: the records relating to the
Community (defined as the Parish of
Dunkeld) and the regimental records
of the Scottish Horse. The community
records are based to a certain extent
on the work of two local historians;
Murray Robertson and Helen Jackson.
Fortuitously, they first concentrated
on the Cathedral and Dunkeld, and
then on Birnam and Strathbraan.
Consequently, both sides of the River

Tay are well covered by detailed notes
prepared and meticulously recorded by
both. The Scottish Horse records have
not been greatly enlarged since they
came to the Archive and mainly consist
of detailed records of the Boer War and
the First World War. It is intended to
keep the two sets of records separate
against the possibility of the Scottish
Horse once again establishing their
own museum and archive.
The Archive is open on three mornings
and one evening a week. This is the
maximum possible with the present
number of volunteers. There is a steady
flow of enquiries, mainly by email, and
enough visitors to keep the volunteers
busy. With the limited opening hours
the Archive received over 1500 visitors
in 2018. It is also used by the Dunkeld
and Birnam Historical Society as a
meeting place and as a base for such
activities as the current excavation of
the King’s Seat. There is an ongoing
liaison with the Royal School of
Dunkeld, and exhibitions and displays
are arranged for the Community to fit in
with local occasions and anniversaries.
For more information on the archives,
including opening times, please link to:
archives@dunkeldcathedral.org.uk
David Arbuthnott, Dunkeld Community
Archive.

Editor’s note
Your editor is pleased to have received
the contributions included in this
edition of the Newsletter, but makes a
plea for more, no matter how short or
on what subject, and preferably with a
photograph (Jpeg) or some other
illustration. The deadline for
contributions to the next edition is 31
July. Contributions can be sent to the
email address noted on the last page.

Crieff’s Strathearn Community Campus
Archaeology Trail
The seeds of this project were sown after a lecture to Strathearn Archaeological &
Historical Society in February 2013 by Ally Becket of Northlight Heritage. The site of
a 6,000 year-old timber circle had been discovered near the Community Campus
during construction of the new Beauly – Denny power transmission line. After the
talk we were lamenting the fact that yet another site would be lost under a ‘power
tower’ soon to be constructed there.

Unveiling of Cursus information panel, 29 May 2018. Eila Macqueen, Director, Archaeology Scotland (centre)
and Christine Deeley, Head Teacher (right) with Ian Hamilton, Mel Johnson, Kenny Brophy, Steve Timoney and
Ally Becket. Image copyright: George Logan.

However, in a serendipitous moment it was suggested that a replica – a reimagining
– might be constructed in the Campus grounds. Within a fortnight, at a meeting of
interested parties, the developer SSE announced it would fund a ‘new’ timber circle
as a legacy to the town, and so this project, which is embedding the archaeology of
the Campus area within its modern context as a secondary school and community
resource, was born. By coincidence, Perth & Kinross Council was seeking suitable
locations for William and Kate, aka The Earl and Countess of Strathearn, to visit on
their first and only visit (to date) to the area. Thus 29 May 2014 saw the Royal couple
unveil the circle, visit the £1.9 million restoration project at MacRosty Park, Crieff,
and then the superb S.E.R.F. Project at Forteviot.

Such was the community’s response to the timber circle and its interpretation
panel that the decision was made to add three further panels to form a selfguided trail. This trail would showcase not only the circle but also the Cursus
which runs under the main Campus building, the site of the ancient Crieff ‘Stayt
(or parliament mound) beneath which existed two prehistoric cists, one
containing an intact food vessel, and the Bronze Age cemetery on the site of the
adjacent Crieff primary school. The Cursus panel was unveiled last May by Eila
Macqueen, Director, Archaeology Scotland. Now, five years on from that
momentous Royal visit, we are approaching Eila’s second unveiling of the two
remaining, main panels in late May. (There will be a fifth panel – a plan of the
trail. At the time of preparing this article we have just been awarded £1,000 by the
‘Cash for Crieff’ initiative to produce this).

The Broich Cursus information panel,
one of five showcasing the Trail. Image
copyright: George Logan.

Although our Society has existed for almost 50 years we have never been
blessed with practicing archaeologists or historians in the membership: except
for one amazing lady who recorded all the homesteads in Glen Lednock, Comrie,
- but that’s another story!
So, we are completely indebted to the fine team of archaeologists and specialists
which has worked with the High School and Campus staffs, and our Society over
the past six years to help create a unique community heritage project – the only
one of its kind in the grounds of Scotland’s 350 senior schools. They have been
very patient: mentored us in many of the finer points of site interpretation and
presentation, and accepted my ‘nudging and nagging’ to meet production
deadlines along the way!
Special thanks go to Kenny Brophy, Steven Timoney, Mel Johnson, Ally Becket,
David Bowler, Alice Watterson, Mark Hall, Eila Macqueen, George Logan, Colin
Mayall, our funders, Christine Deeley and John Donnelly (retired and current
Head Teachers) and all who have believed in this project. Their kindness,
company and co-operation are much appreciated by the community.
Ian Hamilton, Chair Strathearn Archaeological & Historical Society, Crieff
PS, any party wishing a short guided tour of the Trail should contact me at
ian.hamilton.45@btinternet.com

AMAZING ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERY
AT CUPAR’S EAST MOAT HILL!
Evidence of A Bronze Age Burial has
been discovered on the summit of the
East Moat Hill in Cupar during a
community archaeological dig delivered
as part of the Cupar CARS/THI
programme.
Over a ten day period in October, twenty
local volunteers worked with ARCHAS
Cultural Heritage and AKD Archaeology
to excavate four trenches across the
hill. The aim of the community
excavation was to give local people an
opportunity to actively explore the
town's heritage and learn new
archaeology skills through on-site
training. East Moat Hill was chosen for
the excavation as moat hills across the
UK were places of medieval assembly
where open-air councils were held and
justice was dispensed, and medieval
documentary evidence from the 12th
century onwards shows that Cupar’s
Moat Hill was used in this way until the
15th century.
Alastair Rees of ARCHAS Archaeology
said: “During the excavation many
interesting 17th to 20th century
artefacts, such as coins, metal objects,
a gunflint and a .303 cartridge were
found in the trenches excavated on the
flanks of the hill. However, the very last
day of the excavation revealed some
interesting deposits on the summit of
the hill: a large, deep pit was revealed
and a small investigative trench was
excavated into this feature. At the base
of the pit, a small cremation deposit was
located. We were able to extract a small
sample of the cremated bone which has
been Radiocarbon dated to approx.imately 1750BC, roughly the transition
from the Early to the Middle Bronze Age
nearly 4000 years ago. Although only a
small part of this large feature was
investigated it is very likely that what

was revealed is a Bronze Age
Cremation pit in the centre of
Cupar! It is also highly probable that
there will be other similar features
located close to the pit already
identified as these features are
often found in small clusters.”
Douglas Speirs, Fife Council
Archaeologist said: “This is a really
exciting find. The Cupar CARS/THI
community excavation not only
provided a vehicle for local people
to actively explore their local
heritage but in doing so, they have
made a discovery of national
importance. Prehistoric origins for
early medieval places of assembly
have long been postulated but to
date, only a couple of sites have
revealed tangible evidence to
support this assumption. The
discoveries at Cupar add to this
growing corpus of evidence and
shed new light on our
understanding of the very deep
history of medieval open air court
sites. This is a very significant
archaeological discovery and
makes a good case to return to the
hill next year for further
excavations.”
Peter Klemen, AKD Archaeology
said: “This is a significant
archaeological discovery and adds
much to our understanding of
prehistoric Cupar”.
The community excavation was
funded by Historic Environment
Scotland and the Heritage Lottery
Fund through the Cupar
Conservation Area Regeneration
Scheme (CARS) and Townscape
Heritage Initiative (THI) programme.

Return to East Lomond
Falkland Stewardship Trust has announced another community archaeology effort
on East Lomond commencing on 15th May 2019. The dig follows on from the highly
successful community excavation carried out in 2017 on the southern shoulder of
the hill overlooking Glenrothes and Kirkcaldy towards the Firth of Forth.
The Trust have appointed Dr Oliver O’Grady as the Lead Archaeologist and his
previous experience and unrivalled knowledge of the hill promises further exciting
discoveries from this year’s efforts.
In addition to recruiting, training and supporting 60 community volunteers from
nearby towns and villages, the project will also involve nine of Fife’s secondary
schools. Each of the schools is allocated a one-day archaeological experience
where both teachers and pupils are taught basic trowelling techniques and work
under supervision in a dedicated schools trench.
The previous excavation revealed evidence of settlement remains and metal
working, radiocarbon dated to span most of the first millennium AD. Following on
from a fresh geophysical scan of the hill, a new set of test trenches are planned for
different areas of the shoulder this time around in order to assess the potential
scale of the settlement area.
The Trust’s Project Director, Joe Fitzpatrick, has high hopes for the latest
excavations. He said ‘’ We have worked with Oliver to agree a dig strategy which
will allow us to extend our knowledge of this area of East Lomond and to test a
much wider area for evidence of settlement activity. Our team of experienced
Archaeology Ambassadors will play a key role in supporting the project and
ensuring that volunteers can have a high quality experience whilst learning and
contributing to our archaeological programme. ‘’
Details of this and previous excavations on East Lomond can be found at:
www.centreforstewardship.org.uk Click in and follow the ‘Programmes’ tab
Joe Fitzpatrick
Trustee & Director, Falkland Stewardship Trust

This image is a cropped version of (Falkland Hill (East Lomond) and the harvest, taken in 2009 by B4bees
and published on Flickr. It is reproduced here under Creative Commons licence (version 2.0).

Finger Posts
Your editor is keen to receive from
readers any information about fingerposts in the Tayside and Fife area. Fingerposts, once the principal means of
informing and guiding road users, were a
common sight in the British countryside
until being superseded by modern
signage from the 1950s onwards. There
are pockets of survival though, East
Lothian being a place where a relatively
large number of examples still survive.

Ayrshire, too, is an area where there
are surviving examples, but the
National Record of the Historic
Environment (NRHE) – Canmore to
many, contains no references to any
finger posts north of the River Forth.
Whether this is a true reflection of
what survives remains to be seen.
Your editor is interested principally in
original fingerposts, i.e those that
comprise cast iron segmented
columns that are often topped by an
annular, pointed or ball finial. There is
often a maker’s mark close to the
base, with the ‘STANTON’ Foundry, in
Derbyshire or the ‘ROYAL LABEL
FACTORY’ in Stratford-upon-Avon
(see below) being two of the
suppliers of finger-posts to County
Councils in the early part of the 20th
century.
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Sometimes one will come across
posts that are manufactured locally
and your editor would be interested if
any of the local East Fife foundries
that produced a wide range of other
street furniture also made fingerposts. He can be contacted at:
johnsherriff@hotmail.co.uk

