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Wooden butter dish. Image copyright: The Scottish 
Crannog Centre. 
 

The collections number up to 1000 
objects in total. In the past year the core 
collection has been inventoried, 
photographed and secured in good 
storage conditions. Perth Museum kindly 
provided temporary storage over the 
winter and in February this year the 
collections were brought back to the 
crannog for storage in the museum. As 
there is no space for a separate collection 
store, we have integrated a visual display 
storage unit into our gallery. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Scottish Crannog Centre has 
been under the directorship of 
Mike Benson for 18 months. Mike 
came to the crannog with a 
background of strong leadership, 
having previously been Director at 
Bede’s World Anglo-Saxon 
Museum, Director of the National 
Coal Mining Museum for England, 
and Director at Ryedale Folk 
Museum. Driving his ambitions is a 
keen sense of social justice. This 
is demonstrated by an embedding 
of community engagement into the 
heart of museum output and it is 
an ethos which Mike believes 
should be the backbone of 
everything museums do. 

This inclusive approach has been 
embraced at the Scottish Crannog 
Centre since Mike joined at the end 
of 2017. He has developed partner- 
ships, created an apprenticeship 
scheme, secured academic input 
and support, and increased the 
public profile of the centre. Vitally, 
he has recognised the need for a 
dedicated curatorial role which 
was created one year ago with the 
immediate aim of rescuing the 
collections from a dangerous and 
dilapidated building several miles 
away from the crannog centre. 

 

 

I can’t believe it is butter!   Display changes 
at the Scottish Crannog Centre. 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



  

Elsewhere in the museum, we have new display cabinets and our text and graphic 
panels will be installed by the middle of July. We are also working with an art 
student from Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art in Dundee who has been 
commissioned to create five large ‘crannog interior’ illustrations. 
 

 
New storage cabinets. Image copyright: Scottish Crannog Centre. 

 
Working with a local art student represents a great opportunity and experience for 
the student as well as a chance to showcase their work, and the Open the Box 
project also demonstrates an inclusive approach and turns a problem into a 
privilege – ie, a privilege for us at the crannog, to be lucky to work with community 
groups and share our collections with them. The new displays have been funded 
by Museums Galleries Scotland and Perth & Kinross Council. The objects in our 
collections may be 2,500 years old, but they sing as loud and clear to us across 
the centuries as though they were brand new. 
 
Finally, an explanation of the intriguing title of this piece. Amongst our collections 
is a dish, probably alder, with fine examples of the woodworking process still 
visible, such as gouge marks on the base. It is split and only part of the dish 
survives. However, there are three clear holes in the base. It is a butter dish, for 
draining the buttermilk from the thickened butter. In a tiny phial we also have 
some dry, grey crumbs – the actual butter that was found smeared on the inside of 
the dish. As our new Chair of Trustees said to me “You say it’s a butter dish, but 
how do you know that?” I replied “Because there was still butter in it!”. 
 
Frances Collinson, Curator, 
Scottish Crannog Centre 
 
Editor’s note: For further information about the Crannog Centre go to: 
https://www.crannog.co.uk/ where full contact details can be found. 
 

https://www.crannog.co.uk/


  

Distillery Exhibition 
 

There is still time for readers to go 
see ‘The Angel’s Share – The Story of 
the Cameronbridge Distillery, Leven, 
– on at the Methil Heritage Centre 
until Thursday 19 September.  
The distillery was founded by John 
Haig in 1824 and this exhibition 
documents the story of the distillery 
from the start of the Haig distilling 
dynasty in the mid-17th century to the 
present day ownership by Diageo.  
 

Please see the onfife website for full 
details regarding opening times, etc. 
https://www.onfife.com/whats-
on/detail/angels-share-story-
cameronbridge-distillery 
 

 

Jacobites in Perth 
 

Anyone wandering around Perth City 
centre of late cannot have failed to 
notice a number of strangely garbed 
lads and lassies looking like they had 
just come off the set of Outlander. In 
fact, they form part of an exhibition 
‘Jacobite Clans’, in Perth Museum 
and Art Gallery –  which is free and 
runs until 26 October this year. The 
exhibition explores the Jacobites in 
Perthshire and brings together 
nationally important objects as well 
as items from private collections.  
 

Also on in Perth, is a display at the 
AK Bell Library entitled ‘Jacobite 
Clans: Ancestors at War’. The display 
will feature a large illustrated family 
tree based on the Nairne family which 
will highlight the close-knit family 
connections between Perthshire 
Jacobites. It is intended that visitors 
will be inspired to explore their 
Jacobite heritage or their Perthshire 
connections using resources from 
Perth and Kinross Archive that 
include a Jacobite database of 
names, old parish records and clan 

histories. 

 

 
Portraits of Charles Edward Stuart (Bonnie Prince 
Charlie) by William Mossman (c1750) and Flora 
MacDonald by Richard Wilson (1747), both on loan 
from the National Galleries of Scotland, can be seen at 
Perth Museum and Art Gallery until 26 October. 
Copyright (both images): National Galleries Scotland. 
 

 
 

https://www.onfife.com/whats-on/detail/angels-share-story-cameronbridge-distillery
https://www.onfife.com/whats-on/detail/angels-share-story-cameronbridge-distillery
https://www.onfife.com/whats-on/detail/angels-share-story-cameronbridge-distillery


 

Some milestones in Angus, Kincardineshire 

and Aberdeenshire 
Your editor was lucky 
enough in April to 
spend some time 
recording milestones in 
Eastern Scotland. 
Rather than provide 
detailed descriptions of 
them here, I have used 
images with extended 
captions. Canmore 
reference numbers are 
provided in brackets. 
 

 
Fettercairn, Kincardineshire 
(362059). Interestingly, this 
milestone, 5 miles from Edzell, 
was omitted from the 1st edition 
OS map in 1865 when others on 
the same road are shown.  
 
Below is the next stone in the 
series, at Old Mains 6 miles from 
Edzell.  It too, is not shown on 
the 1st edition map. (362060) 

 

 
Of similar form to the 6-mile stone, 
this one on the Old Military Road 
(B974) stands 9 miles from Edzell 
and is shown on the 1st edition of 
the OS map. (362042) 

 
So too is the 13-mile stone further 
north at Spittalburn below. (362061) 
 

 

Further north still, into Aberdeen-
shire proper, one comes across 
several series of milestones (next 
column) the vast majority of which 
conform to the same shape – 
cylindrical pillar with a domed top 
with a flat facet into which has been 
incised the distance to Aberdeen. 
Most of the Aberdeen milestones 
bear only distances to Aberdeen but 
a few with double facets bear the 
distances in the same direction to 
two places. For instance at Glen 
Dronach, 35 miles NW of Aberdeen,   

There is a milestone that also 
provides the distance in miles (19) 
to Inverurie, which one passes 
through en route to Aberdeen. 
Some of the Aberdeenshire stones 
bear ‘Ab’, short for Aberdeen, and 
more than a few have an OS bench 
mark cut into it. Most of the 
milestones are made of granite 
whilst a few only are made of 
sandstone. 
The milestone below, which is 
depicted on the 1st edition of the 
OS map, stands 20 miles from 
Aberdeen on the road to Ballater 
and Braemar. (362043) 

 
 

 
The milestone above, near Rhynie, 
is probably the same height as that 
shown above but is a good 
example of how these roadside 
features can gradually become lost 
below years of accumulated 
deposits. (362063) 



 

In Glenesk in Angus there is a near-complete 
series of granite milestones that were set up in 
the late-19th century on the west side of the road 
leading from Edzell to Invermark Lodge. The 
stones are all sub-triangular in section, with a 
rounded rear (0.36m across) and two flat sides 
(each 0.29m broad) facing the road. On one face 
there is an incised letter ‘E’, for Edzell, with a 
number below indicating the distance in miles to 
that place. A similar format on the other face 
indicates the number of miles to Invermark 
Lodge, close to the head of the glen. 
In total, there were probably 15 milestones 
between Edzell and Brechin, the missing ones 
being the southern one which stood on the 
northern edge of Edzell, the stone that stood 1 
mile N of Edzell at Gannochy Bridge and one at 
Doullie 3 miles N of Edzell. This is a remarkable 
survival and includes one stone 9 miles N of 
Edzell that was moved a few metres to a new 
position when a section of the road was 
realigned several years ago.  
There is no surviving evidence that this series of 
stones were painted but it would be in keeping 
with most other milestones in Scotland if they 
were painted white with the incised information 
highlighted in black. 

Right: Milestone at Tarfside, 12 miles from Edzell 
and 4 miles from Invermark Lodge. (362067)        
All images are copyright J Sherriff at time of 
publication, thereafter HES. 

 

PKARF: Priorities in Progress Conference 
2019 

 
A major conference is being held in Perth on Friday, 30th August in the Soutar 
Theatre, AK Bell Library, 2-8 York Place. Hosted by Perth and Kinross Heritage 
Trust, the conference will explore the breadth and depth of the region’s 
outstanding archaeology. It will also offer a summary of findings from the first of a 
three-year project to produce an archaeological research framework for Perth and 
Kinross. Perth and Kinross Archaeological Research Framework – PKARF. 
Leading experts will present preliminary ideas on where the gaps in our knowledge 
are and suggest future research priorities for each period – from early settlers to 
the recent past. 

Attendees can contribute to the shaping of the Framework by joining ‘think tank’ 
workshops to nominate case studies; pitch methodological challenges and 
solutions; highlight knowledge gaps; and help draft future priorities.  

Student bursaries are available to assist with the cost of travel and accommo-
dation. For more information and how to apply please visit the ScARF Student 
Network pages. 

Morning Agenda: Prehistoric Period Sessions followed by think-tank workshops.    
Afternoon Agenda: Historic Period Sessions followed by think-tank workshops. 

For the most up-to-date information please visit: www.pkht.org.uk/pkarf 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Fieldwork Project at Market Knowe, Longforgan 
 

The project at Market Knowe was initiated by the Abertay Historical Society’s 
Fieldwork Division which was established by a small group of members in 2015. 
The Division seeks to involve Society members and volunteers from the wider 
community to take an active role in the study of archaeology, local history and the 
built environment. 
One of our members drew our attention to Market Knowe, a monument in her local 
area that she had been interested in for some time. Market Knowe (NGR NO 3122 
2958) is a mound of unknown origin situated within Huntly Wood, community 
woodland owned and managed by The Woodland Trust Scotland, and situated to 
the north of the village of Longforgan, Perth and Kinross, some five miles (8 km) 
west of Dundee.  

 
Members examining the mound in 2016. Image copyright: Abertay Historical Society Fieldwork Division. 
 

Market Knowe is a scheduled ancient monument and is generally regarded as a 
prehistoric burial cairn. It is approximately 30m in diameter and is surrounded by 
an outer bank and ditch. In the past it has been referred to as ‘Roman Knowe’ but 
there is no Roman material evidence from the site. In the 18th century antiquarian 
excavations at the site recorded stone cists containing skeletons and a medieval 
coin hoard in an earthenware pot (all now lost) was discovered.  

Market Knowe may have been the site of a medieval outdoor barony court and from 
the late 17th until the early 19th century the Longforgan weekly market and two 
annual fairs were certainly held in the vicinity.   In more recent times Huntly Wood 
has been the focus of gatherings of travelling people and agricultural workers. In 
the early 20th century, with the advent of motorised travel, there were also 
recreational visits by Dundonians.  

An archaeological excavation carried out by Derek Hall, in 2011, in advance of  

 



 
  

House building close to the Knowe, revealed two long cist burials of possible later 
Iron Age/Pictish date (see report in TAFAJ Vol 21/22, 2014).   

The existence of Market Knowe as a site of archaeological and historical interest 
has therefore long been known about but relatively little is known of its original date 
and structure and any subsequent structural alterations and uses. Apart from the 
excavation in 2011, no modern systematic archaeological survey or excavation work 
had been carried out.   

The main aim of the fieldwork project was to undertake topographic and 
geophysical surveys of Market Knowe to try and form a better picture of the site’s 
original function and its subsequent uses. Topographic surveys were undertaken by 
Abertay volunteers in October 2017 with the guidance of Archaeology Scotland’s 
Cara Jones and HARP Archaeology’s Ian Hill as part of Archaeology Scotland’s 
Adopt a Monument project.  These surveys confirmed and delineated a central 
mound surrounded by a bank and ditch. 

Geophysical and resistivity surveys were undertaken by Peter Morris and Carol 
Pudsey with the assistance of a small group of volunteers in 2018 and 2019. These 
surveys also defined the central mound showing that the best preserved portion 
seems to be to the north with the most serious later disturbances having taken 
place to the south. Extremely high resistance readings were recorded on the 
eastern flank of the structure suggesting the presence of near surface stonework - 
possibly unconsolidated boulders with small voids between them - around the 
upper rim of the mound. 
 
 

 
Members surveying the mound in 2017. Image copyright: Abertay Historical Society Fieldwork Division. 

 



 

All the surveys proved to be successful pieces of work but in themselves could 
not provide absolute clarification as to the original function and dating of the site, 
nor its subsequent uses. Another aim of the project was to raise the profile of the 
site, especially within the local community. Although Huntly Wood is well used by 
dog walkers, few in Longforgan know of the existence of Market Knowe and its 
archaeological and historical importance. Abertay Historical Society conducted 
guided tours of the site and a free information leaflet was made available during 
Longforgan Gala Day in 2017.   
The Abertay Historical Society’s Fieldwork Division has now reached the limit of 
what it can do but it is our hope that in future others will build upon our work and 
find out more about this intriguing and enigmatic site. 
The final report on the project can be found on Abertay Historical Society’s 
webpage at: https://abertay.org.uk/fieldwork-division/ 
 

Article submitted by Christina Donald, Dundee Museum 
 

  

Finds Day 
 

Saturday 26 October, 11 am - 3 pm 

Broughty Castle Museum  

Castle Approach, Broughty Ferry, Dundee  DD5 2TF 
 

Have you found an artefact while farming, gardening, metal 
detecting or field walking? 
 
Bring it along to Treasure Trove staff who will be delighted to 
discuss your finds and assist you in reporting them. They will 
also be on hand to answer any questions you may have 
about the Treasure Trove system.   

 

 

 

https://abertay.org.uk/fieldwork-division/

