
 

  

Visitors to Scone over the past year or so will have noticed the comparatively 
rapid change in status of The Wheel Inn, for many years one of Scone’s few 
hostelries and a one-time favourite of your editor when attending bi-weekly 
quizzes. A working pub and restaurant in December 2018, a boarded-up building 
very soon after and now it has gone completely – reduced to a pile of rubble and 
carted away in the autumn of 2019.  
Your editor’s interest in the site is not just nostalgic – what happened to the 
Wheel Inn is a good example of how landscapes can quickly change and how 
opportunities for recording important aspects of the past may be lost. Whilst 
much of the fabric of the Wheel Inn had little architectural merit, at the core of the 
building was a fine 19th century house. This is depicted within its garden on the 
1st edition of the OS 6-inch map (Perthshire 1862-4, Sheet LXXXVI), published in 
1867. At that time the ground that was to later become the car park for the Wheel 
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Inn appeared to be a small paddock and may have been unconnected with the 
house. The 2nd edition of the map (Sheet LXXXVI.SW), published in 1901, shows 
much the same arrangement though in less detail. On both maps the building is 
un-named.  
 

    
First edition OS 6-inch map (1867). The house that     Second edition OS 6-inch map (1901) 
was to later to form the core of the Wheel Inn is  
circled.    
 

 

A hint that the building was used by 
the military during WW2 is provided by 
a concrete boundary marker that 
stands on the west side of the entrance 
to the driveway off Balformo Road. 
This marker (No.1) would have been 
the first in a series that delineated the 
War Department property, defining the 
boundary clockwise from the entrance 
and ending with another stone on the 
east side of the entrance. Your editor is 
not aware of any of the other markers 
surviving.  

In the post-WW2 period the building 
became the Balformo Hotel; a new 
driveway to it off the Angus Road 
supplemented an existing entrance off 
Balformo Road. However, the large car 
park was not yet in place, the 
Ordnance Survey large-scale map 
(1:1,250/1:2,500) showing the area 
sparsely occupied by trees. Your editor 
is not aware of when exactly the Wheel 
Inn came into existence, but it was 
certainly well established by 1967, 
when he first moved to Scone.   
 

 



  
Yet another successful annual conference 

This year’s annual Conference was held in the Rothes Halls, Glenrothes, on 
Saturday 2nd November, attracting an audience of 109 people. Add to that 
number the speakers and committee members who were present and the total 
attendance was very close to the 130 limit imposed for reasons of safety. 
After a welcome by TAFAC Chair, Moira Greig, the morning session 
commenced with Gavin Lindsay giving a brief update of the Perth and Kinross 
Archaeological Research Framework (PKARF).  
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Jane Geddes and John Borland gave a joint presentation. Jane talked about 
how the early medieval sculpture is currently housed at St Andrews Cathedral, 
explaining that it has seven different numbering systems, is poorly lit and 
labelled, but that there are good examples of other collections (e.g. Elgin 
Cathedral and Iona Abbey) that could provide a model for a future display at St 
Andrews. Jane went on to explain the significance of the St Andrews 
Sarcophogus, one of the most important items of early medieval art in Western 
Europe, which is comparable in terms of  
quality with contemporary artefacts on the  
Continent. John talked about the difficulty  
of making a full record because of the way  
the stones have been displayed, including  
being set in concrete. He went on to talk  
about aspects of the St Andrews Sarcoph- 
agus and the discovery of a Pictish cross- 
slab in Easter Ross. This new stone  
exhibits characteristics that suggest it has  
artistic connections with Southern Pictland. 
 
Right: St Andrews Sarcophagus: detail of one of the  
end panels  

 
   

This was followed by Derek Hall telling us about a 
female burial at Whitefriars Monastery and the 
possibility that a jet necklace found on the body may 
have originally been a rosary. Derek also mentioned the 
burials that contained the remains of wooden staffs (see 
image left) and that he now knew of 24 similar burials 
from Scandanavia. Other interesting facts to emerge 
included those concerning the development of the water 
supply to the monastery, in particular that routed from 
Wellshill by Bishop of Dunkeld. 
Derek also mentioned that he had been examining 
medieval pottery from three sites excavated in the 1990s 
or earlier. This has resulted in the identification of 
Thetford-type greyware – very similar to Low Countries 
greyware, which has also been identified, as well as 
German and French wares.  



  

After the morning coffee/tea break Alex  
Southern (Ministry of Defence) described  
the work undertaken at Barry Budden,  
Angus, where a series of World War One  
practice trenches was excavated. The work 
was supervised by Wessex Archaeology  
and Breaking Ground Heritage under the  
aegis of ‘Operation Nightingale’. This  
initiative uses field archaeology to aid the 
recovery and the development of skills of  
service personnel or former members of 
the military who have been injured or  
affected by conflict.  
Excavation has revealed that the trench- 
type may have been what is known as  
‘breastwork’, which comprises a relatively  
shallow trench with both sides built up with 
sandbags. Although the hessian sandbags 
had rotted away long ago, traces of them  
could still be seen in the side of the trench 
when excavated. Artefacts found in the  
trench included barbed wire – thrown in       Image copyright: www.carnoustiecdt.org.uk 

after the trench went out of use, and a range of spent bullet casings.  
The opportunity was also taken to examine what was thought to be an Allan 
Williams Turret – a type of armoured one-man machine-gun post that could 
rotate around 360 degrees. However, the turret (above) turned out not to be an 
AWT as supposed and both the excavators and the Ministry of Defence 
archaeologists have yet to determine what function it served and to find parallels 
for it. 
The next talk was by Orsoyla Czere, who told the audience about ‘Reconstructing 
urban dietscapes in medieval Scotland – basically how isotopic analysis of 
human remains can inform us about what the populations in different cities ate. 
Orsoyla spoke about the results she has so far from Perth, Edinburgh and 
Aberdeen.  
Stuart Wilson from AOC Archaeology gave an  
overview of the results of excavations undertaken  
in advance of the duelling of the A9 (Luncarty to  
Pass of Birnam) close to Bankfoot. A broad range  
of archaeological features dating from the Neolithic  
to the Iron Age were found but most had been  
truncated by later agricultural operations. The image 
immediately to the right shows one of the long  
trench-like features found and tentatively identified 
as souterrains. Quite unlike the stone-lined passage  
of the Newmill souterrain, excavated nearby in 1977  
by Trevor Watkins, it is difficult to imagine how  
these features could have functioned as such. If the 
sides of the trenches were shored up with timber –  
surely something that would be necessary in gravel 
subsoil, then the resulting passage would probably 
be far too narrow to be of practicable use.    
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Daniel Rhodes, NTS, spoke about excavation and geophysical survey carried out on 
the site of the ‘Castle of Dun’ under the aegis of the ‘Thistle Camp’ and ‘Trailblazer’ 
initiatives.     

 
   

Steven Cox (Headland Archaeology) told the audience about excavations he 
undertook at 100 North Street in St Andrews. Evidence for occupation from the 12th 
to 17th centuries was found, with four clear periods or phases being identified. 
Phase 1 comprised ditches and pits. Phase 2 lay east of two burgage plots and 
comprised pits containing domestic waste. Phase 3 comprised rubbish pits and a 
kiln, one pit containing a complete white gritty ware jug. Phase 4 comprised a 17th 
century latrine.  
Joe Fitzpatrick of the Falkland Stewartship Trust updated the audience in respect to 
the excavations at the fort on the East Lomond. He provided a resume of the recent 
programme of excavations, mentioning the 7th century pottery, ingot mould, shale-
working debris, leaf-shaped arrowhead, copper ring and spindle whorl and 4th 
century pottery. Joe emphasized the importance of the site and its huge potential. 
He also pointed out that what had been done so far had only scratched the surface 
and that the investigation of the East Lomond will be a very long one indeed. 

Mike Arrowsmith (Save the Wemyss  
Caves Society) talked about the 2019  
excavation there and the strategy to 
protect the site. He mentioned the Court  
Cave having a long history as an  
unofficial meeting place for miners. The  
excavation recovered one piece of  
medieval Yorkshire Ware and one sherd  
of white gritty ware. Excavation of a spoil  
tip resulting from a 19th century  
excavation recovered cattle bones, iron  
slag, medieval pottery and a tuyere. 
The Doo Cave (image right) was also 
investigated, its name arising from the  

Dr Anouk Busset 
(Glasgow University) 
talked about ‘Early 
Places of Devotion’, 
specifically 
mentioning Glen 
Lyon in Perthshire. 
She mentioned fonts 
or bullaun stones, 
handbells, 
geophysical survey 
and excavation at St. 
Adamnan’s Cross at 
Fortingall, which 
recovered sherds of 
16th century pottery.  
 
 
 
St Adamnan’s Cross. Image 
copyright: www.stravaiging.com. 

 



 

former use of the cave as a dovecote. However, the discovery of rock-cut ‘nesting 
boxes’ low down at floor level (beneath the accumulated debris and where they 
would have been vulnerable to rodents) must cast some doubt on that interpretation. 
Excavation of the Sliding Cave, which contains Pictish carvings and was previously 
the subject of a Time Team programme, revealed grain that yielded a C-14 date in the 
3rd-4th century AD, as well as animal bones and shell-rich midden. The team also dug 
a series of test-pits over the Castle Promontory and they carried out a geophysical 
survey of the site Macduff Castle.  
 

The 2019 conference received generous    
sponsorship from AOC Archaeology Group  
and the TAFAC Committee is very grateful for  
this support.  
 
All the talks were filmed by Doug Rocks  
MacQueen and will be available on the  
TAFAC website (Tafac.org.uk) in due  
course. The TAFAC Committee thanks Doug 
for his continuing support. 
 
 

  
 
The Scottish Crannog Centre is planning to move to a larger site on Loch Tay, where 
it will be able to operate an expanded museum, learning centre and recreational 
activities. The land is amenity land and the Centre needs to be able to demonstrate 
support from the local community and beyond for this move to go ahead. The Centre 
is an accredited museum with all the associated responsibilities and it is asking all 
supporters of this development proposal to write to the curator, Frances Collinson, at 
fran@crannog.co.uk. A suggested form of words is as follows: 
 

“I confirm my support for the Scottish Crannog Centre’s plans to purchase the site at 
Dalerb, Kenmore, through Community Asset Transfer, for this new development.” 
 

More information about the Centre’s development proposals can be found on its 
website www.crannog.co.uk or by asking Frances for further details. Thank you for 
your support 
 

Frances Collinson, Curator, Scottish Crannog Centre. 

Can you 
help the 
Crannog 
Centre? 
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