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Adding a new dimension 
to Dundee’s medieval carved stones
Christina Donald

Introduction

A small collection of eight carved medieval grave 
slabs have been in the care of Dundee Museum 
service since at least the 19th century. For most of 
that time they have been out of the public eye. For 
the majority of stones the only record was a series 
of unpublished drawings from the 19th century.
 A Heritage Lottery funded project, Adding a 
new dimension to Dundee’s medieval carved stones, 
aims to make the stones accessible to the public and 
researchers.
 The stones have been taken out of storage and are 
now located on the ground floor of St Mary’s Tower, 
The Old Steeple, in Dundee City Centre.
 There is also a project website up and running 
and the public are encouraged to contribute research, 
photographs and discussion.
 The stones were recorded by AOC Archaeology 
using 3D digital scanning techniques, as well as 
scale drawing and photography. Several open days 
were held for the community to view the stones and 
observe the scanning process, and one stone has been 
chosen by public vote to go on permanent display in 
the McManus: Dundee’s Art Gallery and Museum.
 Future plans include a popular publication, 
educational material relating to medieval Dundee 
and further interpre-tation in the Steeple as well as 
additional digital content.

The scanning process
Graeme Caver

Each of the stones was laser scanned using a Faro 
Platinum Arm with a Laser Line Probe, acquiring 
points at a spacing of better than 0.5mm spacing. 
The raw pointclouds were cleaned and registered 
in Geomagic, before being meshed to produce 
geometric meshes at 0.5m resolution. Each stone 
was then lit using simulated raking lighting sources 
and rendered to produce a scaled, orthographic view. 
The models were prepared for presentation on the 
project website as interactive panels, allowing users 
to rotate and magnify the laser scans.
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Historical background

Medieval Dundee

Located on the north bank of the river Tay, Dundee 
has been an attractive site for human habitation for 
thousands of years.
 Dundee was granted Royal Burgh status in the 
12th century by King William I ‘The Lion’. The grant 
gave merchants and tradesmen exclusive rights to 
conduct internal and external trade. 
 In 1328 David I granted the burgesses of Dundee 
a monopoly in trading wool and hides over the 
sherrifdom of Forfar (Perry 2005, 9). The trading 
economy allowed craftsmen and merchants to flourish, 
especially those working in the cloth-based trades 
because of strong economic ties with Flanders, 
the Low Countries, and Germany.

The church

St Mary’s church in Dundee city centre has a long 
association with the city, though originally located 
outside its walls. The church was traditionally founded 
c 1198 by David, Earl of Huntingdon, brother of 
William I, in thanks for surviving a storm in the 
North Sea, though there is no firm evidence for this. 
The original size and layout of the church is unknown. 
It was burned by Edward I in 1303 when he invaded 
Scotland, rebuilt and destroyed again several times 
over the centuries, and divided into four separate 
churches and buildings. Finally, only the tower and 
nave survived a catastrophic fire in 1841. The tower 
was refurbished by architect Sir George Gilbert Scott 
in the 1870s.

Burials in the church

These grave slabs were most likely placed over elite 
burials inside the church.
 Wilsher and Hunter (1978, 1) quote J Weever’s 
A Discourse of Funerall Monuments written in 
London in 1631:
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Sepulchres should be made according to the quality and 
degree of the person deceased ... persons of plebeian 
sort should be buried without any Tomb or gravestone 
or epitaph; persons of the meanest sort of gentry a flat 
gravestone; gentlemen of more eminence ... effigies 
and representations cut upon a terme or pedestal , but 
no arms. Noblemen and princes and kings had their 
sepulchre raised aloft and their personages delineated , 
carved, embost ... epitaphs were only for such as were 
of virtue, wisdom, valour.

Important people were buried inside churches, in lairs. 
The lairs were sold and the money from the sale of the 
lairs, as well as additional funds given to the church, 
was used for candles and for prayers and masses for the 
dead to lessen the soul’s time in purgatory. Maxwell 
(1891, 41) describes a 15th-century account of holy 
water cast on the graves.
 The sale of lairs could also be used to raise money 
to rebuild and refurbish church property, particularly 
in a place like Dundee where repeated rebuilding was 
required. Early records show burial lairs in St Mary’s 
awarded to those who contributed to covering the choir 
with lead. Some gave donations in kind – including a 
brewers’ vessel of lead –while others donated money 
(Maxwell 1884, 23).
 As the floor of the church became more and more 
crowded, fees increased and intra-mural burials 
decreased in the 16th century (Torrie 1990, 88).
 Though we do not know what the original layout 
of St Mary’s was like, in keeping with other churches 
the most sought after location for burial would be as 
close as possible to the high altar, at the east end of 
the church, where the Eucharist was performed.
 The high altar was dedicated to St Mary, but there 
were up to 48 more (Torrie, 1990, 89). These altars 
were dedicated to the patron saints of the craft guilds 
that would later become the Nine Incorporated Trades 
of Dundee, as well as merchant guilds and wealthy 
families. Prayers and candles were maintained at these 
altars, paid for by endowments. It is possible that those 
who endowed the altars may have had their burials 
grouped around them.
 The guilds seem to have held meetings inside pre-
Reformation churches. Maxwell (1884, 29) found in the 
burgh records for Dundee on 5 October 1562 a mention 
of the town Council’s annual meeting for the induction 
of new members. The old council and the new, along 
with the nine deacons of crafts met ‘in the revestrie of 
the Kirk on Sunday efter forenoon sermon according 
to the laudable custom observit be long antiquitie past 
memorie of man’.
 As Clarke (pers comm) points out, those stones that 
survive are a small proportion of the number originally 
extant in the church. For example, the parish church 
at Bakewell, Derbyshire had more than 300 grave-
covers reused in the fabric of the south transept (Butler 
1964, 111).
 Recent work in the Steeple Church, though at the 
opposite end of the complex of buildings where the 

carved stones were found, uncovered burials that 
might give some indication as to how the stones placed. 
Henderson (in Cameron 2011, 26) describes burials 
in typical Christian style, with the bodies extended 
and supine, the heads to the west and no grave goods 
except for shroud pins. He also describes the burials as 
organised in rows, suggesting that some form of marker 
or record of position was extant in the church.
 Though the samples are small and further research 
needs to be undertaken, there were some interesting 
observations made by Henderson (ibid) in regards 
to the possible high status of those buried inside the 
church, particularly when compared with the burials 
excavated by SUAT outside the church building in 1992 
and 1998 (Brown and Roberts 2000). The exterior 
burials have been linked to a previously unrecorded 
burial ground, dating from c12th–c15th centuries.
 Henderson (2011, 27) remarks on the preponder-
ance of males over females in his sample – nine to two 
where it was possible to determine sex. He suggests 
the imbalance in the sex ratio may reflect the status 
in which individuals would have to be held in order 
to ‘qualify’ for burial under the floor of the church.
 In contrast, Brown and Roberts report roughly 
equal numbers of male and females (2000, 78) 
interred outside the church.
 The remains from both the interior and exterior 
of the church were roughly similar in height and 
somewhat taller than similar populations elsewhere in 
Scotland, showing that medieval Dundonians were able 
to reach their full height potential. Brown and Roberts 
(ibid) note that muscle insertion points indicate heavy 
usage and lives of physical labour. Henderson (2011) 
does not comment on muscle insertion points. Both 
reports, however, make observations on the dentition 
of the individuals. Where the age indicated by tooth 
wear and other skeletal age indicators were examined, 
Henderson (ibid, 28) notes that the level of tooth wear 
tended to suggest a lower age than the skeleton. This 
may point to a more refined diet than the general 
population. In contrast, Brown and Roberts (2000, 80) 
note a high incidence of dental disease, and wear, with 
many tooth crowns worn down almost or completely 
to the root and pulp cavity. This, they note ‘was most 
likely the result of a coarse, abrasive diet.’
 Though the suggestions above cannot be used 
to draw any firm conclusions due to the sizes of the 
samples involved, they do hint that the individuals 
buried inside the church may be from a more elite 
segment of society than those interred in the kirkyard.

The rediscovery of the stones 

The Historical and Descriptive Guide to Dundee 
(Lawson nd, 85) describes how some of the stones 
were rediscovered: a cover of a stone coffin and a flat 
inscribed slab were dug from under the old Session 
House in 1821. The Guide also mentions monuments 
built into the wall around the churches and other 
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monuments ‘lying about’. One stone is described 
as having an inscription to ‘William the Long’. 
The present location of this stone is not known.
 In 1838 during construction of a drain on the 
north side of the old East Church the stone with 
the inscription to Iohamnes was found.
 During excavations for foundations for the new 
east Church in 1842, the ship stone was found. Also 
discovered was the stone with an inscription to Matilda.
 The other stones seem to have also been discovered 
at this time, as well as a hollowed out coffin now 
stored on the first floor of the Steeple. Also described 
in the Guide are stones with hunting horns, compasses 
and squares. What happened to these stones is 
unknown.

Biography of the objects since discovery

As the stones were not assigned museum accession 
numbers until 1994, it is difficult to follow the 
documentary evidence of where they were located 
from their discovery to their storage in Dundee 
museum’s out-store.
 Images from the Dundee Photographic Survey, 
which was completed in 1916 show ‘Stone coffin 
covers from St Mary’s Church, now in Dudhope 
Museum’ leaning against a stone wall. They were 
taken much earlier – the photographer was AC Lamb 
who died in 1897.  Though contained in the section 
of the Survey dedicated to the Howff graveyard, these 
photos seem to have been taken elsewhere. Research 
is ongoing to determine exactly where. The photos 
were rediscovered by Darren Eyres, while undertaking 
research for his website, ‘Tombs of the Dundee 
Howff’.
 Some of the stones seem to have been displayed 
in the Steeple and surrounding buildings shortly 
after their discovery. The Ship Stone, at least, had 
moved to Dudhope Museum which opened in 1900 
and where Dr Ross of the Royal Commission saw it 
sometime before 1910. A 1941 inventory of Dudhope 
Museum mentions ‘5 Sculptured Stones which had 
been portions of monuments to Ecclesiastics or other 
distinguished persons which formerly stood in the 
Church of St Mary, Dundee. These monuments had 
been dismantled during the Reformation Riots and 
were recovered when the interior of the church was 
excavated after the fire in 1841’, though the stones 
are not described.
 Dudhope closed in 1948/9. There is no record where 
the stones travelled from there, though there seems to 
be a memory of at least some of them on view back in 
the Steeple. The stones were moved to the museum’s 
industrial out-store in the 1990s where they were 
tightly packed on to narrow shelves which did not 
allow space to view or photograph them properly.
The lack of access to the stones led to the application 
for a Heritage Lottery grant to make them more 
accessible.

Catalogue

The stones are finely carved and all are recumbent. 
They are each carved from a single piece of stone.
 A number of the stones have Calvary crosses carved 
on them. The decorated cross heads are at the top of 
a long, thin shaft, though the Dundee stones lack the 
three steps normally depicted at the base of Calvary 
crosses. The Gittos (2010, 29) surmise that these 
images of crosses with tall shafts may have derived 
from processional crosses.
 According to the Gittos (ibid) ‘Cross slabs were once 
the first choice of the higher echelons of society and 
since their use subsequently permeated down the social 
strata, they achieved a degree of longevity and continuity 
unparalleled by any other form of commemoration 
except headstones’. The popularity of these stones 
declined in the 14th century, when they were replaced 
by carved effigies and monumental brasses.
 Clarke (pers comm) adds that ‘as part of a wider 
tendency for tomb types to become less exclusive 
through time, this form of grave-cover became pro-
gressively less the mark of the knight and priest and 
more markers for merchants and farmers’. 
 The stones have been given descriptive titles to 
distinguish between them. The names were given fairly 
early in the project, when 19th century drawings were 
the only reference point. Though some of the titles have 
proved less than accurate, the decision was made to 
keep them for consistency.

Fish scale and swords stone Museum no DUMG 1994–120 
(Illus 1) 

	 This	coped	stone	is	incomplete.	The	‘fish	scale’	carvings	are	
the	stylised	roof	tiles	–	tegulae –	which	were	carved	on	earlier	
hogback	stones	to	mimic	the	roof	of	10th-century	Scandinavian	
houses.	The	style	carried	over	from	hogbacks,	which	have	
a	curved	profile,	to	coped	grave	covers	(Lang	1974,	220).	
The	tapering	chevron	pattern	running	down	the	centre	of	the	
stone	echoes	the	roof	line.	There	is	a	sword	with	a	five-lobed	
pommel	carved	down	one	side	of	the	stone.	Four	rows	of	
tegulae	are	carved	on	the	side	with	the	sword	and	only	three	
rows	on	the	opposite	side.	The	image	of	the	sword	seems	to	
be	contemporary	with	the	rest	of	the	carving,	with	the	rather	
awkward	top	row	of	tegulae fitted	in	around	the	pommel.	A	
Greek	cross	within	a	circle	is	carved	on	the	surviving	end	of	
the stone.

	 	 Length	970mm,	width	420mm,	depth	260mm,	weight	264kg

Rosette stone Museum no DUMG 1994–121 (Illus 2)
	 This	stone	is	complete.	It	is	coped	and	carved	in	relief	with	a	
cross	with	a	long	shaft		terminating	in	a	fleur-de-lis	just	below	
a	smallish	diamond-shaped	head	with	a	human	face	in	the	
centre,	similar	to	the	design	on	the	lady’s	head	stone	(see	
below),	but	not	carved	in	such	high	relief.	The	details	of	the	
face	are	not	clear;	it	is	facing	forward	and	may	be	wearing	a	
triangular-shaped	hat	or	hood.

	 	 There	is	a	sword	with	a	five	lobed	pommel	incised	to	the	
	 right	of	the	cross.
	 	 Length	1850mm,	width	500mm,	depth	350mm,	weight	819kg	
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Illus 2 Rosette stone. Museum no DUMG 1994-121.

Illus 1 Fish scale and sword stone. Museum no DUMG 1994–120.

Illus 3 Lady’s head stone. Museum no DUMG 1994-122.
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Lady’s head stone Museum	no	DUMG	1994–122	(Illus	3)
	 This	stone	is	also	incomplete,	with	at	least	half	of	the	stone	
missing.	It	has	high	relief	cross	with	a	diamond	shaped	head	
with	a	woman’s	head	in	the	centre.	Two	further	heads	are	
carved	on	the	sloping	sides	of	the	slab.	The	little	faces	with	
rather	blank	expressions	are	facing	forward,	with	close-set	
almond-shaped	eyes.

	 	 The	heads	in	the	centre	and	left	side	are	each	wearing	a	
barbette	–	a	band	of	linen	that	passes	under	the	chin	with	
the	ends	fastened	over	the	crown	of	the	head.	A	tall	band	of	
stiffened	linen	around	the	temples	forms	a	closed,	round	hat	
known	as	a	toque.	Vertical	lines	incised	on	the	toque	may	
indicate	pleating	or	goffering	of	the	linen.	This	is	a	style	that	
came	into	vogue	about	the	middle	of	the	13th	century	and	can	
be	seen	in	manuscripts	and	on	effigies	both	in	Britain	and	in	
Europe	(Kelly	and	Schwabe	1972,	14).

	 	 The	third	head	wears	what	looks	like	a	floral	circlet	or	
coronet	over	a	short	veil	or	cap.

	 	 The	diamond-shaped	head	of	the	cross	has	a	dot	pattern	
reminiscent	of	metal	work.	There	are	two	swords	incised	onto	
the	stone,	one	pointing	down	and	one	pointing	upwards.	The	
surviving	top	half	of	the	sword	pointing	down	has	a	cross	–
shaped	design	incised	into	its	blade.

	 	 There	is	a	small	cross	lightly	incised	on	the	top	of	the	stone,	
almost	appearing	to	be	graffiti.

	 	 Length	900mm,	width	450mm,	depth	360mm,	weight	364kg

Matilda’s stone	Museum	no	DUMG	1994–123	(Illus	4)
	 This	stone	is	complete	and	is	carved	in	relief	with	an	eight-
rayed	cross	with	a	flower	motif.	Along	the	length	of	the	shaft	
is	an	incised	inscription	‘Ora Pro A (N) I (M) Matild Filia (sic) 
Thome’	,	which	can	be	loosely	translated	as	‘Pray	for	the	soul	
of		Matilda,	daughter	of	Thom’	–	an	entreaty	to	passers-by	to	
pray	in	order	to	lessen	Matilda’s	sufferings	in	purgatory.	There	
is	a	pair	of	shears	holding	a	bodkin	incised	on	the	left	of	the	

cross	shaft.	The	shape	of	the	bodkin	is	echoed	in	relief	at	the	
top	of	the	shaft.

	 	 Length	1650mm,	width	520mm,	depth	300mm,	weight	625	kg

Wool shears stone	Museum	no	DUMG	1994–124	(Illus	5)
	 The	smallest	of	the	stones,	this	coped	stone	is	complete.	It	is	
carved	in	relief	all	over	in	a	lattice	pattern.	There	is	a	much-
eroded	pair	of	shears	carved	in	relief	on	one	side	of	the	stone.

	 	 Length	1170mm,	width	350	mm,	depth	300mm,	weight	307kg

Broken stone	Museum	no	DUMG	1994–125–1=2	(Illus	6)
	 Disappointingly,	this	stone	did	not	match	its	19th-century	
sketch,	which	shows	an	elaborate	geometric	cross,	a	sword	
and	an	inscription.	The	stone	in	the	drawing	appears	to	be	
lost.	The	stone	we	do	have	only	fits	the	description	by	being	
broken	in	half.	There	is	very	little	visible	carving	on	the	stone,	
though	there	are	two	incised	symbols.	One	carving	appears	
to	be	something	like	an	open	book	inside	a	circle,	the	second	
three	circles	giving	the	appearance	of	a	round	plate	or	dish	
with	handles	viewed	from	above.	On	the	surviving	end	of	
the	section	with	the	symbols	there	is	a	circle	with	botanical	
appendages	carved	in	relief	in	much	finer	detail	than	the	
carvings	incised	on	the	stone.	The	stone	appears	whole	in	

	 the	image	from	the	Photographic	Survey.
	 	 Length	(whole)	1750	mm,	width	500mm,	depth	300mm,	
weight	650kg

Iohamnes’ stone Museum	no	DUMG	1994–126	(Illus	7)
This	stone	has	a	Latin	inscription	HIC IACET. IOHAMNES. 

FILIUS. PHILIPPI CISSORIS which	can	be	translated	as	‘here	
lies	John,	son	of	Phillip	Cissoris	(or	Taylor).

	 	 The	stone	is	complete	and	is	coped.	It	has	a	foliated	cross	
head	carved	in	relief	with	a	rosette	in	the	centre.	There	is	a	
large	shield	just	below	the	cross	head.	It	covers	the	stem	of	
the	cross	and	folds	over	the	sides	of	the	stone.	The	shield	has	

Illus 4 Matilda’s stone. Museum no DUMG 1994-123.
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Illus 6 Broken stone. Museum no DUMG 1994-125-1=2.

Illus 7 Iohamnes’ stone. Museum no DUMG 1994-126.

Illus 5 Wool shears stone. Museum no DUMG 1994-124.
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three	small	shields	carved	in	relief	on	its	surface.	These	have	
been	identified	as	the	arms	of	Hay	by	Jervise	(1861,	29).

	 	 On	the	right	hand	side	of	the	stone,	running	behind	the	
shield,	is	a	sword	carved	in	relief.	In	common	with	the	other	
swords	depicted	on	this	collection	of	stones,	it	has	a	five-
lobed	pommel.

	 	 Length	1850mm,	width	500mm,	depth	300mm,	weight	625kg

Ship stone	Museum	no	DUMG	1994–127	(Illus	8)
	 This	stone	is	complete	and	is	carved	with	a	ship	with	
	 a	floriate-headed	cross	for	a	mast.	There	is	a	small	
	 animal	ascending	the	rigging,	and	in	the	ship	a	hand	
	 pointing	upwards	to	the	cross.	There	is	also	a	small	figure	
	 in	the	prow	of	the	ship.	A	hand	pointing	downwards	grasps	
	 a	sword,	and	an	axe	with	a	short	handle	is	carved	on	the	
	 left	side	of	the	stone.
	 	 This	stone,	the	best	recorded	of	the	collection,	has	been	
compared	to	the	Ardrossan	sarcophagus	lid	which	was	
discovered	in	North	Ayrshire	in	1911.	Dr	Ross,	from	the	Royal	
Commission	on	Ancient	and	Historical	Monuments,	was	
one	of	the	experts	called	out	to	inspect	the	Ardrossan	lid	at	
the	time	of	its	discovery.	He	is	quoted	in	the	Ardrossan and 
Saltcoats Herald,	on	17	March	1911	as	saying	‘The	carved	
lid	is,	so	far	as	I	know,	one	of	the	finest	things	of	its	kind	in	
Scotland	and	is	a	specimen	of	medieval	art	at	its	purest	in	
Scotland	and	the	only	one	in	Scotland,	so	far	as	I	remember,	
that	approaches	it	in	beauty	of	design	and	execution	is	now	in	
Dudhope	Castle	Museum,	Dundee’.

	 	 Length	2050mm,	width	740mm,	depth	300mm,	weight	1138kg

Contribution by David Clarke

A floriated cross, representing the individual 
Christian life, is, through the shoots attached to 
the stem, transformed into a ‘Tree of Life’ with the 
shoots affirming the new life in Christ (cf Butler 
1987, 250). The style of foliage would normally be 
regarded as 13th-century in date. Below the Cross is 
a well-executed sea-going, clinker-built ship with an 
integrated rudder. The ship contains a soul in prayer 
and a standing figure whose hand is raised in blessing. 
A hand grasps a sword hilt to the left of the stem of the 
Cross and there is a short handled axe on the left side of 
the stone. While the sword and the ship might indicate 
the status of the deceased, the Cross suggests that 
this may be one of those rare grave covers where the 
symbolic allusions are religious rather than temporal 
(contra RCAHMS 1992, xi). The ship and its figures 
may, for instance, be reflecting the journey of the soul 
to Heaven. Other than on West Highland slabs, ships 
are rare – Ryder notes only a single example, from 
Hartlepool, in his study of County Durham grave-
slabs (1985, 95, no 12 and 36, fig 9.10). Equally, the 
hand grasping the sword, a rare motif but paralleled 
at Tickell, Yorkshire on a slab with a comparably 
floriated cross (Boutell 1854, 67–68 and pl), may here 
be the sword of divine retribution evoked in Revelation 
or, more generally, representing the soldiers of Christ 
rather than signifying a male of military rank.

Illus 8 Ship stone. Museum no DUMG 1994-127.
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Comparisons with other stones

One of the purposes of the ‘Adding a new dimension 
to Dundee’s medieval carved stones’ project was 
to gather images of comparable medieval carved 
stones from other areas and post them on the project 
website. Though the response to date has not been 
large, a few images have been submitted which 
reflect a wide geographical spread, from St Andrews 
Cathedral and Glamis manse locally to Penrith in 
Cumbria as well as stones in Herefordshire, Norfolk 
and The Peak District. Much fieldwork could be 
undertaken to search out and photograph stones and 
to find out more about their histories and to record 
shared iconography. More recently, in early 2013, 
Headland Archaeology uncovered a carved slab during 
development excavations at Edinburgh University. The 
slab was widely reported in the local press at the time of 
discovery and dubbed ‘The Knight’s Grave’ due to the 
sword carved on to the stone and presence of human 
remains beneath the slab. The ornate floral head of 
the cross and the incised five-pommeled sword bear 
a resemblance to the imagery on some of the Dundee 
stones, though the off-kilter incised cross-shaft and 
Calvary step do not.
 The existence of other medieval grave slabs in 
Dundee can be hinted at. Logie Cemetery, on Lochee 
Road was closed to internments in 1870, but it had been 
in use for much longer. Though no traces are visible 
today, a church was located on the site since the twelfth 
century (Elliott 1911, 90).
 An undated manuscript produced on a manual 
type writer found in the archives of Dundee museum 
describes Church of Logie as an unenclosed burial 
ground and chapel. In the 19th century during 
clearance for more burials a tombstone with sword 
engraved was found. The whereabouts of this stone 
are unknown. The ground was partially levelled in 
the 19th century by a landowner.

Conclusions

Gravestones are artefact and text, archaeology and 
history. They tell us more about the living than the 
dead. The stones were erected by the survivors and 
often reflect their values and how they wanted to be 
thought of by other living people. The gravestone 
becomes the memory once those who knew the 
deceased are gone. Most people are defined by their 
relationship to survivors, such as son or daughter, 
husband or wife.
 The purpose of this article is to make Dundee’s 
medieval carved stones public and offer a brief 
description of each. It is hoped that now that the 
stones are known and can be accessed, interest in 
them will be generated and other areas of research 
undertaken.
 There are many areas for further study when it 
comes to the medieval dead of Dundee. First and 

foremost, human remains discovered in the precincts 
of the churches in the future should be made available 
for research to help answer questions about Dundee’s 
medieval population. More solid dating evidence could 
be obtained as well as clues to the diet and movement of 
individuals, as well as their relationships to each other. 
The comparison of those buried in the church and those 
outside could be carried further if larger samples become 
available.
 As Perry (2005, 37) points out, Dundee deserves 
a new history based on original archival research. It 
would be interesting to find out more about the people 
behind the stones – Dundee’s elite. Who were they and 
how did they live? Where did they live and how did 
they come by their wealth? Can any of the individuals 
named on the stones be traced?
 New research or existing research pulled together 
might help us learn more about the symbolism on the 
stones – particularly the ship stone. The imagery on it 
must have meant enough at the time it was created to 
be read without need of an inscription, but means little 
to us today. Why are the Dundee crosses lacking the 
Calvary steps? Why is the five-lobed pommeled sword 
so prevalent, though it dates to a time earlier than 
the stones?
 Preliminary readings of the geological make-up of 
the stones have been taken, but the results were not 
tabulated in time to contribute to this paper. It seems 
that all of the stones come from the same source, 
except for the Lady’s head stone. These readings may 
in time help us to identify quarries and the source of 
the stones. Early stone masons and their techniques 
would provide another vein of research, and whether 
the masons were local or travelled and if their work 
can be identified in other locations. A few architectural 
fragments from the earlier churches are preserved 
in the Steeple’s Antiquity room, including a row of 
corbels collected after the 1841 fire. These faces have 
the same almond-shaped eyes as the women on the 
Lady’s head stone. It would be interesting to see if 
the same hand or school is at work.
 Now that stones are out of storage and back in the 
City Churches precinct, it is hoped that many strands 
of research will be picked up and taken in different 
directions and we look forward to seeing further 
stories unfold in the future.
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Abstract
A project to bring eight medieval grave slabs 
associated with Dundee’s St Mary’s Steeple church 
out of storage and into the public eye is described. 
The stones date to the 13th or 14th centuries and 
were digitally laser scanned and photographed. 
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