
Acknowledgements

This volume represents the culmination of work 
spanning some four decades and the turning of 
a century. Producing it has been both a moral 
responsibility and a labour of love. Long in the 
gestation its appearance, like any birth, has not 
been without a few pangs. Many, many people have 
toiled and travailed over its production, from its first 
inception as a mere aspiration, desired by a few fore-
sighted individuals, through the planning of the 
excavation, the ‘spadework’ itself from 1975 to 1977, 
and the many years of interpretation and analysis of 
the collected evidence which followed. During that 
period, all those who have been involved in this project 
cannot have failed to be infected with the enthusiasm 
of discovery. Whether on-site as a digger, holding for 
the first time in many centuries an object which had last 
seen the light of day when its medieval owner lost or 
discarded it, or in the drawing office, piecing together 
an enormously complicated site matrix, all of those 
privileged to enjoy those Eureka moments in our youth 
are forever thankful in our middle age. Those of us 
who still survive remember our past colleagues with 
gratitude and affection. This publication is a memorial 
and a tribute to them.
	 We particularly remember Nicholas Q Bogdan, 
director of the excavation, and Dr Margaret Stewart, 
Mrs Catherine Coventry, Dr George Ian Hodgson and 
Ian Goodall.
	 Others who have been involved are listed below. 
Unfortunately, this list is not exhaustive, and we 
sincerely apologise to all those who are not mentioned 
here by name, or whose name has been misspelled. 
Their omission is not deliberate, and the authors 
thank them all, most sincerely.
	 The excavation would not have taken place without 
the support of local encouragement and support of 
the members of the Perth High Street Archaeological 
Committee (originally Parliament Hall Committee), 
a group of local businessmen, archaeologists and 
officials. Over the years they managed the excavation 
and post-excavation of the project and it is regrettable 
that the Committee was dissolved in 2006 before 
the final publication of the project. The Committee 
members over the years were the Right Hon the Earl 
of Perth, Alastair Cross (Chairman 1975–83), Dr 
Margaret Stewart (Chairman 1983–6, Convenor of 
the Editorial Sub-Committee 1980–3), Mrs Rosemary 
Thomson (Chairman 1986–2006), James Cormie 
(Secretary 1975–6), Mrs Cross (Secretary 1976–8), 
Mrs Rose Smith (Secretary and Assistant Treasurer 
1978–2006; Administrator of the Excavation 1976–84), 
William Reid (Treasurer 1975–6), Donald McKenzie 
(Treasurer 1976–2006), Professor Leslie Alcock 
(Convenor of the Editorial Sub-Committee 1978–80), 
George Beaton (Perth and Kinross District Council), 
James Blair (Perth Museum and Art Gallery), Linda 

229

Blanchard, Alastair Cairncross, James Craig, John 
Davidson (Perth and Kinross District Council), Philip 
Herringshaw (Marks and Spencer), Russell Leather, 
Mr Pickering, Lisbeth Thoms (Dundee Museum) 
and Michael Thomson. Also on the Committee were 
successive representatives of the Inspectorate of Ancient 
Monuments: Roy Ritchie, Chris Tabraham, Nick 
Reynolds and Dr Noel Fojut.
	 A Support Group was established in 1975 to assist 
the Director in matters of public relations and publicity. 
It comprised Mrs F Blair, Mrs D Lye, Mrs M Morrison, 
Mrs R Smith, Miss J Comrie, Mr Law, Mrs R Thomson, 
Mr T Berthon, Mr Fog and Dr Margaret Stewart.

Publication

We thank all those who contributed and commented 
on the Historical introduction published here, includ-
ing Chris Given-Wilson, Professor Archie Duncan, 
Professor Geoffrey Barrow, Professor Richard Oram, 
Anne Turner Simpson, Derek Hall, Alice Curteis, John 
Shaw, Mark Hall and Jonathan Wordsworth. Research 
was also carried out by local volunteers of the Perth 
Archaeological Survey.

Alex Woolf, who gave permission to use his plan of 
the Central Transit Zone in From Pictland to Alba, 
789–1070.

Barbara Crawford, who gave permission to adapt her 
image for Illus 116.

Geoffrey Stell, who read through and commented on 
The buildings.

Tamlin Barton, who edited the Stratigraphy, Buildings 
and illustrations.

Catherine Smith, who edited Fascicule 1.

Lis Thoms and Derek Hall, editors of TAFAJ.

All former members of staff of SUAT, from its origins 
in the Urban Archaeology Unit to its demise in 2009, 
particularly David Bowler and Carol Milne.

Olwyn Owen for her firm and unwavering belief that 
this project could be completed successfully, Dr Noel 
Fojut, Patrick Ashmore, Nick Bridgland and Dr Peter 
Yeoman, all of Historic Scotland, for their input 
and advice.

The family of the late Nick Bogdan, particularly Robert 
Bogdan, for their gracious help in retrieving his work 
after his death.



230

All contributors to the remaining fascicules planned for 
this series (artefactual and environmental evidence), 
for making unpublished reports and data available and 
whose cooperation and expertise have been invaluable 
to the authors.

All the original specialists whose work underpins 
this volume, and whose reports now repose in the site 
archives.

Illustrations

The original site plans were drawn by David Harrison 
and Robin Gibb. They were digitised by David 
Munro, with editorial corrections by Tamlin Barton. 
The building reconstructions are by David Munro. 
Original slides were digitised and supplied by the Royal 
Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments 
of Scotland. Illus 10 and 166 are the copyright of Perth 
Museum and Art Gallery and we thank Mark Hall 
and Paul Adair for help in tracking them down. The 
repainted heraldic stone, Illus 164, is by Mary Márkus, 
photographed by courtesy of Marks and Spencer. Illus 
5, 9, and 98 are reproduced by courtesy of the A K 
Bell Library, Perth. Illus 12 and 26 are copyright Alder 
Archaeology. Illus 4, 7, 8 and 11 are reproduced by 
permission of the Trustees of the National Library of 
Scotland. All other images are copyright RCAHMS.

Funding

Over the years, funding has come from various sources. 
This list is not exhaustive:

Historic Scotland
The Manpower Services Commission (MSC)
The Department of the Environment (DOE)
Perth and Kinross District Council
Marks and Spencer
General Accident (GA, now Aviva)
Royal Bank of Scotland
Clydesdale Bank
Public donations made by visitors and others

Museum and archive support

Hugh Ritchie, Dundee Museum and Art Gallery, for 
conservation services

Tom Bryce, National Museum of Antiquities of 
Scotland, for conservation services

Staff of the Sandeman and AK Bell Libraries, Perth

Services

McAdam and Sons, who donated a portacabin for site 

use during the excavation
The British Army, who loaned a tent
Perth and Kinross District Council and its predecessors, 

for office and storage accommodation
Pullars Ltd for temporary accommodation
St Andrews University for computer services
Bruce Walker for photographic equipment

Personnel

Nick Bogdan, Director1975–8
Tom Beaumont James, Historian and Assistant 	

Director 1975–6
Linda Blanchard, Assistant Director 1976–8
Rose Smith, Excavation Administrator 1976–
Members of the Perth High Street Archaeological 

Excavation Committee

Supervisors

Tom Chilton, Trenches A and B, Area C, Area 1
Linda Blanchard, Area 2
Sandy Howe, Area 2
Jean Comrie, Area 3
Jonathan Wordsworth, Areas 4 and 7
David Perry, Areas 4 and 9
Amy Dubois, area 5
Lewis ?, Area 5
Roger Werry, Area 6
Robin Barber, Area 6
Richard Barcham, Area 10
David Harrison, site surveyor and post-excavation 

illustrator
Nick Golby, site surveyor
Robin Gibb, post-excavation illustrator
Howard Murray, Sue Stallibrass, Katy Hunter, Mrs 

Catherine Coventry, finds supervisors

Volunteers and MSC personnel

Many volunteers worked on the excavation over the 
various seasons. The identities of some at least are 
recorded in the surviving site archives. In order to 
cause least offence by omitting anyone inadvertently, 
we have elected not to attempt to provide a full list 
here. We therefore thank those unnamed ‘diggers’ and 
‘pot washers’ who stepped forward as volunteers, or 
took part in the MSC programme, for their hard work, 
dedication and most of all their imperviousness to the 
weather. Without their efforts this volume would not 
exist (Illus 166).



Acknowledgements	 231

Illus 166 Members of the excavation team at the Christmas dance, 1976. The director, Nicholas Bogdan, is standing 
at the extreme right.
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