
TAYSIDE AND FIFE

ARCHAEOLOGICAL
JOURNAL

VOLUME 31 2025

TAYSIDE AND FIFE ARCHAEOLOGICAL COMMITTEE

PERTH



The journal is published in November each year 
to coincide with the annual tafac conference. 
The journal is available online as individual pdfs 
at http://www.tafac.org.uk/category/publications/

Editorial board 2025
Derek Hall (Editor)
John Sherriff (tafac Treasurer) 
Catherine Smith (Alder Archaeology Ltd)
David Munro (Kinross Museum)
Hugh Leavey (Pictish Arts Society)

Submission of papers
Notes for contributors are available online 
at http://www.tafac.org.uk/category/publications/
Offers of papers are welcome, and intending 
contributors should first contact the Editor 
at 34 Glenfarg Terrace, Perth, PH2 0AP or 
derek.hall157@gmail.com

Front cover	 General view of the excavated corn dying kiln, Loak Farm, Bankfoot, facing west 
	 (©AOC Archaeology)

Back cover	 Drawing of All-Over-Corded Beaker from cremation pit 1803, north of Edzell, Angus 
	 (© CFA Archaeology)

2025

© the individual authors

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, 
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise 
without the prior permission of the publisher.

ISSN 2632-2420

Typeset by Christina Unwin e-mail christina.unwin@icloud.com



Contributors	 v

Introduction	 vii
Rachel Benvie

Excavations at Cullykhan, Castle Point, Troup, Aberdeenshire	 1
Moira Greig, Laurie Maclagan-Wedderburn and Gordon Noble

A Beaker cremation burial and a medieval 8-post structure to the north of Edzell, Angus	 69
Harry Francis

The mystery of St Monan’s Church: post-medieval burials in Inverarity, Angus	 83
Anne Aymonne-Marot

Grain of truth: prehistoric pits and medieval kilns at Loak Farm, Bankfoot, Perth and Kinross	 95
Cathy MacIver and Leanne Demay

Early Bronze Age cremations, and medieval and post-medieval activity at ‘Brucefields’, South Stirling Gateway	 121
Kai Wallace

Contents





Contributors

AOC Archaeology Group Ltd, Edgefield Rd, Loanhead, EH20 9SY

AOC Archaeology Group Ltd, Edgefield Rd, Loanhead, EH20 9SY

CFA Archaeology, Old Engine House/Eskmills Park, Station Rd, Musselburgh 
EH21 7PQ

Lawview, Greenbrig Road, Barnyards, Kilconquhar, by Leven, Fife KY9 1 PA

1 Borlum Road, Inverness IV2 4RN

Department of Archaeology, University of Aberdeen St Mary’s, Elphinstone Road 
Aberdeen AB24 3UF, Scotland Room No 203

AOC Archaeology Group Ltd, Edgefield Rd, Loanhead, EH20 9SY

AOC Archaeology Group Ltd,  Edgefield Rd, Loanhead, EH20 9SY

Anne Ayonne-Marot

Leanne Demay

Harry Francis

Moira Greig

Laurie Maclagan-Wedderburn

Gordon Noble

Cathy McIver

Kai Wallace

v





Introduction

It gives me great pleasure, as always, to introduce the 
31st edition of the Journal, and the 9th of the digital 
series. The Committee are very grateful to all who 
have provided generous grant aid which has enabled 
the papers to be published.
	 The funders this year are Anne Harper, Balfour 
Beatty Utility Solutions Ltd, Historic Environment 
Scotland, the Breedon Group, Persimmon Homes 
East Scotland, and Tulloch Homes Ltd.
	 The subjects are as wide ranging as ever in time 
period, subject matter and geographical area. 
	 Excavations at Cullykhan, Castle Point, Troup 
in Aberdeenshire by Moira Greig, Laurie Maclagan-
Wedderburn and Gordon Noble, revealed fascinating 
multiphase domestic and defensive use of the promontory 
between 500 bc and ad 500.  This is the culmination 
of a number of years of post-excavation work by a 
team of specialists, and a few members of the original 
excavation team, to realise the vision of the late Colvin 
Greig. Though not a professional archaeologist, he 
trained under Sir Mortimer Wheeler, Shephard Frere 
and Martin Biddle. Through his discipline, intuition 
and leadership, he not only excavated a highly complex 
site, but he had a big influence on the next generation 
of Scottish archaeologists in the late 20th century. The 
authors are very grateful to Anne Harper whose funding 
has made this possible.

	 Harry Francis (cfa) presents trial trenching finds 
at Edzell of a very interesting Early Bronze Age 
cremation pit with beaker, overlain by an agricultural 
building from the 11th to 13th centuries ad. 
	 Cathy MacIver and Leanne Demay (aoc) report 
on finds from the Neolithic through to the medieval 
period from pits and stone lined kilns at Loak Farm, 
Perth and Kinross, in advance of gravel and sand 
extraction. 
 	 The mystery of St Monan’s Church at Inverarity, 
Angus, is explored by Anne-Aymonne Marot (aoc) 
in the investigation of a scatter of human bones on 
the side of an artificial mound. 
	 Bronze Age cremations are again examined in 
the paper by Kai Wallace (aoc) on finds from South 
Stirling Gateway, Bannockburn, as well as material 
possibly lost in battle.
	 Behind each Journal there is a great deal of hard 
work, and my thanks go to everyone involved in the 
production of this volume – Editor Derek Hall and 
the Subcommittee, John Sherriff, Catherine Smith, 
David Munro and Hugh Leavey; and last, but not 
least, to Christina Unwin who typesets each year 
for us. 

Download and enjoy! 

Rachel Benvie TAFAC Chair
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