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Introduction 

It is a great pleasure to introduce this, the tenth volume 
of the Tayside and Fife Archaeological Journal. 

Readers will find that the established tradition of 
presenting a range of papers covering the wide diversity 
of recent archaeological work in the area has been 
continued. Results of recent excavations include sites 
discussed at the 2003 TAFAC conference in Dundee­
the Early Bronze Age cemetery at Leven, Fife and the 
logboat found at Carpow in the Tay Estuary-as well 
as excavations undertaken at the site of the new 
Abernethy Primary School, Inchture, Newbarns near 
Inverkeilor and Melgund Castle, Angus. Also reported 
here are the results of salvage excavations and a 
watching brief at Oathlaw and Tannadice Church, 
Forfar and the results of a watching brief on a water 
pipeline in Angus. By contrast results of several more 
specific investigations are presented which are of 
particular interest. These focus on an Early Bronze Age 
axe from Inchtuthil, analysis of vitrified rocks from 

Dun Knock, Dunning, an early timber frame roof in 
Brechin and three ice houses in Perthshire. 

Thanks are due to all who contributed to a most 
interesting volume by providing these papers and also 
to the following organisations for grant towards their 
publication: Historic Scotland, Perth and Kinross 
Heritage Trust, Perth and Kinross Council, Scottish 
Water, Fife Council and the Russell Trust. 

A volume like this could not be produced without 
much enthusiasm and hard work, and I conclude by 
thanking the editorial team of Lisbeth Thoms and 
Derek Hall, the TAFAC editorial sub-committee, the 
indexer Peter Gunn, the type-setter Christina Unwin 
and the printer Burns and Harris of Dundee, all of 
whom have contributed to maintaining a high standard 
for the Journal within the required time. 

Isobel M Hughes 
TAFAC Chair 




